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Iſa. 26. 21. For behold the Lord conigh out} 
of hts place tg puniſh the imhabitants of the] 
| earth for their iniquit)>&C. 
£x0d.9.1 3 Let my people go, that ihty =o] 
| ſerve me. '-, 
i279. 7. Hath he ſmitten him, as he ſmre| 


C uſe that (mote him ? &C. 
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| To all that love our Lord 
I Jeſus in ſincerity, peace 


be *"_ '£d. 
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T ome makingg! 0 
uſher in, what- 
| ſoever is made 

publike,by an E- 

piſtle : That 6 invites me 
1 t this general Dedication ,' 1s 
that of the ApoKtle in i Cor. 
3- 21, 22. All things are 
yours , whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas : The 
abilities of the Saints are in» 
tended for the benefit of the 
Saints, and thoſe of a lower a as 
well as of a higher Orbe; 
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riſhes of Wit and Learning, 


*- The E piitle. 
that bath but one Talent, it 25 
given him for the edifecation of 
the body,as well as he that hath 
ten ; and therefore I am willing 
to caſt niy Mite ito your Frea- 
fury. Such who are tauobt of 
God, are alſo taught to bear 
with whatever weakneſ, Ss may 
diſcover it ſelf in the following 
Treati/ e. If you will be at the 
pains to look, it over, you will 
find (I hope) truth uſeful, 
thourb in a plain and homely 
dreſs ; s 3 Milk, rather then meat 
for "ij men; and though 
but Mil} þ yet my hope 3s,It will 
be 48aw yits » ſencere Mk, as 
Peters expreſſzon 3 5,1 Pet.2.2. 
T bawe not at all iced to 


make things acceptable by flou- 


'en of this little Tre 


The Epiitle, 

being perſwaded, that that fire 
in which the Lords people 
have bin held, now ſome years, 

hath purged you from the droſs 
of nice and curions appetites : 
My ceſrugn through the whole 
7s , to help you a little through 
the diſtreſſes of the preſent day, 
and after that to preſent you 

without blame in the day of 


Chriſt : I think I may ſay be- 


fore the ſearcher of hearts, 


my deſions in this undertaking 
ph been upright, anf as far 
as I am able to judve , I have 
been drawn io 1'5is Publication 
by the over-ratings hand of the 


Lord, in as much as ſuch a 


thing was never in my 


tNoughts, until} ciopt parts of, 
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___  TheEpiſtle, 
finiſhed. The day in which we 
live,is a-ſcattering day; and as 
the ſad providences of the day 
drew me to conſider the Text 
which I bawe enlarged upon, ſo 
the ſcatterines of poor ſouls, 
and the remembrance of abſent 
friends , whoſe faces I have 
not long ſeen( into whoſe hands 
what 1 have written will I 
hope fall) hath much engaged 
me to ſend it abroad, Into what 
band ſoever it ſhall come, whe- 
ther Saint or ſinner, the Lord, 
who ſupplyeth feed to the Sow- 
er, and Breal to the Eater, 
bleſs this ſeed, and make it 
uſeful tots intended ends, as 
is the prayer of 
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1s (Some Medications tipon this Text, 
Ih ' Luk; 21. 35: 

ed Watch therefore arid pray always 2 that | 

at ye may be accounted worthy to eſcape 
6h all theſe ihings that ſhall come-to 

/ paſs, ard to [tandbejore the Son of 

a, man, 

YP = 

at D {1 Chapter, Is laying cown 

i BESS fome certain fore-runs 
as K&S} Qs ners of the deftructtors 
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IH of Jeruſalem s and of 
is own coming : He is anſwering that” 
Buetion, which you will find'the Diſ-| + . 
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Liutng Truths | 
be, and _ ſhould be the | Jeruſalem: 
ners trugtion of Jeruſalem; 
ard al o hat ould pvc b his on 
appearance. >.and —_—_ —_ he cells 
them that there ſhonld de providences 
very amazing and dreadful, that ſhould 
be the * -Anrecedents of both : So it 1s 
exprefled in the 255 26. verſes, And 
there ſhall be i ſigns 1 _ Sun, and i the 
Moon, aud. in the Stars , and upen, the 
earth difireſ; » and diftreſs not limired 
and confined co a little corner only,but 
diſtreſs of Nations; and the ciſtreſs of 
Nations ſhould have this effet, Mens 
hearts ſhould fail them for fear, and for 
looking at' the things that were coming 
97, 

Now | confideting thoſe things that 
Wereto come to pals , our Lord ſab- 
Joyns a ſerious and weighty plece of 
counſel for the direCting of his own 
poor diſciples > what, they Were T0 dO, 
and how they were to catryitz that ye 
have in the words 1 have read, Watch 
3ez&c. In which words you have theſe 
three- things obſervable among 0 
thers. - >. d 
/ - Io Dreadful things ſuppoſed , and 

Fur _ CI 6-05 >, Theſt 
- [46, 


tn Dying Times. Pp 
things that ſhall come to paſs 3 thatis; 
thee Wonderful; amazing and'tremen- 
dous providenices that I have hitttedrs 
: 2. You have adonbte duty impoſed 
and given in charge , ro the poor Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, and rhat is, Watch 
faineſs and Prayer ; well,ſaith he,watcti 
ye and pray, I (faith he) and pray al- 
ways ; not always inevety time that 
is nor the meaning ; bur pray always 
in every ſeaſon ( as the originall word 
Is properly ro be underſtood ) pray in 
every ſeaſon, be as much atir as you 
can ; get tO. it in every opportunity 
yon- can meet wich , and follow the 
work cloſely. Fett 
And then 3, You have a double end 
propoſed , ro which theſe dutiesare a 
means ; and thar is, firſt, The eſcapitig 
ths ſhock and weight of theſe dreadful - 
providences; Ana ſecondly, after thats 
the being enabled to ſtand before the Son 
Hof mar - For rruely that is thacwe are 
tohave a look unto, and nor onely ro 
fix the eye upon and be anxious abour 
\Ypreſenc Diſpenſations, and the wea- 
» a thering chrough fuch a ſtorm, bu: how 
to ſiand before the Son of man z which 
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Ltymng Truths 
willbe more weighty,and a greater and 
other. kind, of thing, then any preſent 
providence can be ;-.1t will have more 

F- terror 1n it thea any preſent provi- 
dences can poſſibly have. There .are 
abundance of excellent cruths would 
flow from this Scripture; I ſhall con- 
rent. my ſelf ro colle& four or five; 
Which I concelve to be the eſpecial de- 
fien of our Lord Jeſus in theſe words, 
and that ( through Grace )) may be eſ- 
pecially uſeful ro your ſouls. 

1. Then from hence I wduld com- 
mend ro you this truth » that there are 
certain times and ſeaſons , in which 
dreadful things » ſad providences mu(i 
inavoidably break in upon the world : 
this I [gather thus, Alltheſe things that 
ſhall come to paſs: as 1f he ſhould have 
ſaid,, There ace ſad: things, rhere. are 
providences very grievous: ſuch as ſhall 
make the heart ro ake, and trembling 
ro poſſeſs the ſpirits. of moſt men 'up* 
on the face of the earth z yer ſanh 

- he, they are ſuch as muſt come to paſs, ii 
F” all the Angels in heaven ſtood up to 
p:event the breaking in of rheſe provi- 

dences3; there is an anavoudable neceſ- 

hiry of ir, come they muſt, 


; 
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'''2, I would note; tha in andunider - 
theſe dreadful providences , the God 
of heaven is eſpectally. thoughtful fory 
and careft] abour 'his- own people 3 ; 


when he thruls theſe proyidences! into 
cally 


© the world , I'fiy the Lord is ef 
thoughtful of and careful” To his 
own people ; 'this I ſuppoſe alfs' co be 
fairly oxthered® from rhis* Seriprure, 
Watch Je ant'pray (Gaich he) that you 
may e ſcape rheſe things : AS if he ſhould 
have ſaid, My Fan av my.p or diſ- 
cip'es with whom'my hers > and for 
whoſe weat and olfare, Tam greatly 
ingged ; iris True, [46 thinz tHult be 
' tfthe world , buclTwouldts ke x'ticele, 
carEof you, and ftand by y ou. 2 #hdbe' 
a help to you by What! means mays xthar. 
you may ride fife in arid rhrou? that 
ori; and whetirhe world' M{pattt be.in 
a fame ,- andevety corner 6f it: -full of 
cronble , I wotld' that things' 'might 
then vo well with'you , and youſ v weal - 
might 0o forward norwichRanding z 
thari is the ſecond.” 
''$.* Bur note rhis, that hegloving 
of common calarhiry,ir isa great he C 
136 p, 
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Liumg Truths 
tor. I gather this note thus, that icis 
a great. honor , a great mercy , from 
that , expreſſion, That ye. may be accoun: 
ted worthy to eſcape, ; 1 tell you ſouls, 
rhoſe that God thug in a way of mercy 
ſheets. and preſeryes , and carries 
through days of evil and times of come 
mon. calamity » ic is a mark of honor 
that God, pats, on rhem ; and ir is; a 
mercy. alſo that gracious ſouls ſhopld 
make after > and pur themſelves for» 
ward for the attaining of; thar ] gather 
thus, Parth ye and pray always, make 
OUT a: cer this mercy » pur our earneltly 
for it ; look not upon ir as an indifferent 
thing, Whether you eſcape or nor ,, bur 
look upon it as a mercy worth the ſeek- 
ing afcer z that is. 2 thizd thing that 
Iyeth plainly in the words. 
_ Again 4. Note, that - watchfulneſs 
and prayer-are the neceſſary mediums, 
the proper means , ar leaſt a part, and 
great part of the proper means:to which 
we are directed far preſervation in 
times of common calamity« 4 
5»: And then one thing mace Iwopld 
Q recommend 9 : you from theſe, 
words, and that is this, that ir is not 
rhe eſcaping common. calanucies onlyy 


:2 Dying Times 7 
that we are to be ſolicitous about » bur 

m | 21ſ0and above all, and more eſpecially, 

n. | how we, may afterall ana before the 

ls, Nl 59 of man;&Cc.,. Alas my brechranwhar 

oy it God ſhould ſatisfie and aflure yauor 

ies me» 2nd tell you from heaven, you 
me © ſhall ſurvive; _ out-live the dilizeſſes 
or | of your day 3, hut yer, when-this is 
> 2 I done, and you are palt this ogm, you 
ald I att ftand before the judgemgnteſear of 
Chriſt » every ſoul muſt appear ar thac 
greac Tribunal! from which- there is 
no. exemption by. . any means what- 
ever.: andthe preſence and olory, the 
dread and majeſty of that day j8 mores 
and another kind of thing, thenany 
diſpenſation upon, earth can be. ſuppo+ 
ſed ro be ; therefore how to hos up 
the head and Rand with comfort. :at 
ſuch a rime,. 18, the great thing that we 
ate eſpecially,'to be | ſolicizous abour , 
and that wh'ch our ſouls ſhould be ma- 
king our the hardeſt after. 

Now I confeſs the rwo latter ,of 
theſe notes will be, moſt ſpiritual, and 
hat that the ſopl and irs concernments 
lie moſt in ; and: therefore | ſhall be 
ach the ſhorter, ;in the three farmer, 
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onthem, conſidering the diſpenſarions 
of God ar chis day. "I ſhall begin with 
wich the tictt, and ſhall be brief in che 
ſpeaking unto it,viz. That fome dread+ 
ful providence mul break in upon the 
world; there are times and ſeaſons 
when dreadful rhings muſt come upon 
the earth, ſuch as ſhall fink the ſouls of 
many of the inhabicants of 'the earth: 
and there is a threefold reaſon of 
It, 

I, Becauſe GoJ hath ſpoken ir, and 

he mult not be alyer; he 1s rruezthere- 
fore what he hath ſaid muſt come to 
paſs. Itell you, though it were the ra- 
zing vp the foundariotis of the earrh,o! 
the molt dreadful evil that the heart of 
man-can imaz2ine » if God have ſaid it, 
his word muſt ſtandz that muſt be ef- 
feed; rather then any refleion 
ſhould be vpon the rruth - and fairhful- 
neſs of God ; therefore ſaithour Lord 
Jeſus in L»k,21.33. Heaven and earth 
_ paſs aw ang) » fir my word ſhall not 
paſs away : God ſtands ſo av upor 
his fn that he will not give any or 


earth-occaſion ro refle& upon him 
unfaichful and wanting in hisaruth 
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in Dying Times, 9 
word ſhall fail, but ſhall be fulfilled ro 
every lerterof it ; 2nd Thefefore Mar, 
25. 18, 1t 15 thus written -T ſay to yous 
Until heaven and earth paſs way;one jot 
or title ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, 
untill all be fulfilled. The Law is taken 
here in a cor:prehenfive ſence for the 
whole book of Scripture 5 and hea- 
ven andeaith ſhall paſs away, but nor 
one title of the mind and will of God 
char he hath revealed ſhall be made 
void , bur ſhall ſand and te accom» 


' pliſhed : and- ir 18 ſufficiently - bound 


and confi:med,in that the mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpoken ir. You fhall find 
in Scripture thar God ſtands greatly 
upon his word : what he ſpeakerh rou- 
ching a particular people or perſon, he 
will be tore ro accompliſh ir , whether 
it be good orevil; and therefore in 
Gen. 18, it 1s {21d of , Abraham, that 
he will command his children to keep 
the way of the Lord. &c, that he may 
bring upon Abraham thar which he 
hath ſpoken of him in verſe 19. as if 
he ſhould have faid, God hath ſpoken 


.a great dealof good concerning Abra- 
ham; now having ſpoken its he muſt 4 
* bring ic co pals, Truely God *hath  _} 


OD 


- \ when David was in diltreſs a 


LO Living Truths 
been wont4g9 go ſo , he is accuſtomed 
coir, he 48-ued ro confirm his word 
unto his\ſFryancs , and to doto them 
accordinget9 what word 18 gone out, of 
15 mouth and therefore when diſcreer 
Abigail comes to pleadwith David thar 
he ſhould nor take revenge upon Na+ 
bal, 1 Sam. 25. 30. {the tells kin, thag 
when the Lord ſhould have done ,acs» 
cording to- all-the good that he hath 
{poken.concerning him, it ſhould then 
be a grief to him thar be had ſheg bload 
cauſeleſly; ſhe concludes that God 
would do- David good as he had ſpo- 
ken t: And ir 15 asif ſhe ſhould have 
ſaid, I know che word of God having 
gone forth , he will do good unto Das 
vid according as be hath ſaid: And 
therefore you ſhall find David doth 
wonderfully, rejoyce in a word from 
God; if God do bur ſpeak it, David 
is comforted. Pſal, 60. David1s in the 
beeinning of the Pſa/zz under ſome 
kind of difidence and diſtruſt, and a 
lictle diſeonraged; but in verſe 6. God 
hath [pokes (faith he ) in bis holineſs, aud 
Twill rejayee « Why, ſaich hes it 1s true, 
my-condition is ſad ;. it was a time - 
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1 Dyt9 Times. II 
trouble : bur now God hath ſpokeny and 
oiven me 4 word that 1: ſhall gowel 
with tne; and in that I am ſatisfied, in 
that I can bear up my hearts I will re- 
joyce. 1 will divide Sechem', and mete 
ont the valley of Succoth 5 Fudah is mine, 
&'c. ſo when God hath ipoken a word 
9 a people , he will make 1c. good 2 
hence is that of .Balaam, Numb.23.1 9. 
You know he was ſent to curie 1/rac!, 
but: inſtead thereof he bleflerh them) 
nd ſpeakerh good rothem; and where- 
fare cid he do it. > Why ſaith he, God 
hath ſpoken good of 1/rael, andthat he 
will do z ſothar what God ſpeaketh, he 
tands upon his word to have it 'accom- 
pliſhed. S:condly, when he ſpeaks e- 
vil againſt a people, that mult be ac- 
compliſhed : God hath ſpoken evil a- 
oainlt' Babylon, Jer. 51. 62, verſetothe 


| 
| 


ed# Yeairt muſtzand as a fign that what 
iz had ſpoken ſhould be confirmed, 7+ 
ſhall be, ſaith the Lo:d theres that when 
tbo haſt mate an evd of reatliing this 
book, thou ſhalt binde a ſtont to; it, and 
caſt-it into the maſt of Euphrates ; ſhe 
Blball:nor riſe from the evil that'I will 


end, And whar, mult it be accompliſhs + 


| 


4 bring upon her : have not ſpoken evil | 


. complſhed, li 


| vreflion i 1s, that I Gall rurn you rot Y by * 


fiainany the pride of all glory is helen | 


12 Ltuing Treths 
onely, but I will bring evilupon her ; 
and as a {39h for confirmation of ttiis, 
the book was to be caſt into the Rivet 
Enphrates , and {0 ſhould God calt her 
down, that ſhe ſhould never riſe more; 
" take for confirmation ofthis,Jer, $2 

4. God had threatned evil againſt Jes 
-- alemr,:hat the C aldeans ſhould come 
and, fghragainitir ,,and'rake ir 3' and 
_what then? behold the mounts,they are 
come unto the Ciry to take it," and 
chat-'thar- God hath fpoken i 1s come "to 
paſs, and thou ſeeſt it, thy eyes behold; 
the thing the Lord hath ſpoken and 
threatned) it is come 10 paſs: char is 
the firſt reaſon what God hath ſpoken 
muſt come co paſs » and:God hath ſpo+ 
ken dreadful things , char ſad judge: 
ments ſhall break in .upon the world, 
the vials of the wrath of. God ſhall be 
poured.forth , and: in this Chapter he 
hath ſaid diſtreſs of Nations ſhall be 1 
and having decermined it, it ſhallbe acs 


2.-]t'moſt be to ſtain the- price 
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ting us ſee the vanity and empryneſs of 
all the olory 1 in the world s and what- 
ever We are apr-tO be taken wich : now 
for the lerting us ſee the emprineſs of it, 
the Lord mult introduce ſad providens 
ces upon the world,nothing elſe will do 
| if + Alas, where the Goſpel of Chritt is, 
«fl God bach been preaching ir. a great 
4 while ; we have been told of the excel» 
of |ency of God,and of Communion with 
4 21-8 the excellencyof ſpiritual things; 
0 
, 


but who 15 ſufficiently afteRed. with 
their excellencies, and 5 emptineſs of 
the things of this world ! anc if this way 
will not do it , God will go another: 
way to work» and will cauſe judgemenc 
to break in, and that will -caule him 
that hath honor to ſee how lictle 
that is worth , and they that have the 
riches of this world, to ſee how little 
they are worth ; ' the judgements.of 
God knock oft our finoers. from theſe 
things » they open our eyes and poſleſy F 
us chroughly with a ſence of the vanis 
ml iy of all "theſe things. That is a full 
"x Scripture that you have co this purpoſe, 
þ a 9. The Lord of boſts bath pur- 
| dit to ftain the pride of all glory8ic- = 
pr IT Opening this Sony and. 
D inc FY 


14 Living Truhbs 
letting: you ſee how-it is tomy preſent 
purpoſe » give me leave to take ups 
lictle rime, and I defire you'co conſider 
evo things in this Texr, that I may ket 
you ſee. how 1t 1s ro:my preſent puts 
pole, 

Firſt, Conſider who are the honor« 
able char God will britg into cons 
cempts 

And ſecondly, By what meanFGod 
will bring contempt upon them z' and 
when I have done this ,' you will find 
that the judgements of God are Gods 
great ways and means to ftain the pride 
of all glory. 

I. Contider, who this was ſpoken 

| pnrogir was to the Ciry Tyre, the but- 
then of Tyre ; well, and what was the 
olory of this Ciry ? There are divers 
rhings that were 1ts glory. 

Firſt of all,ic was a City , that was 
parc of its olorys and ſo ic 1s called 
once and again in this Chaprer » as at 
vrrſ.75e 1s this your joyous Cut. ? 

Secondly, Ir was a City in an Wand, 

| therefore of more then orditaty 
Rrengeh , and ſome peculiar excellert* 
_cyit had ypon that accompt; and 
| ho ng an I{land:ts 4." (rod v. v2 LB 
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in Dying Times, 15 
full yermhabuants of the 1ſles ;che ſpeaks 
fill co Tyra; and 1oat verſc6, How! yo 
whabitants of the Iſle 5, he (peaks ill to 
this: City T7rme. 
Thirdly,It was an ancienc Cicy,ſoyou 
ſeeat verſ. 7, 1s rhis jour joyons:Cit), 
whoſe antiquiy 15 of ancient days? that 
was a part ot 1ts etory and henor; the 
antiquity of 1c could plead its Charcer 
for #fong rife. | 
\\ Fonithly, A greattrading City, rhat 
you have at verſe. 3. The harveſt: of che 
River is her revenue » and ſhe u amart 
of Nations, | With which the Nations of 
the world come and trade , ' Whither 
they cone from all parcs of the world: 
well, that is a fourch parc of her 
olory, 

Fifthly, Ir was a very rich City, 
witchis excellently exprefled at werſe$. 
Who hath taken this counſel againſt the 
crowning City ; mark' the expreflion by 
Which 1c iscalled»The crowning City 
the meaning of the expreflion 15 this» 
Tre it 1s ſuch a Ciry that it crowos her 
Eg Merchants z makes them Princes rich 
J and mighty onesin che worldzher Mer- 
«ff chahts are Princes, and her traffickers 
2} he honorable ones of the garth-y/ a8 
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16 Living Truths 
afcer expreſſed ; ſhe: fills chem with 
treaſure , 'and makes them admired'in}j | 
the world 2. now 'this\was the glory} | 
chat the Spirit of God here ſpeaks that 
he would (tain , to be a City, a Cityin 
an Iſland, an ancient City, agreat tra: 
ding Ciry, and a rich crowning City ; 
this was Tyres great glory, and yet this 
the Lord purpoſed co tain. But: now 
2. How will Goddoic? You will find 
ic mult be by judgement > Howl ye ſhips 
of Tarſhiſh, for u 1 laid waſte, verl. 1, 
Fhat 15 the way to ſhew men the emp- 
rineſs of the things of this world ,and 
ro bring them our of conceic with 
them ; and therefore in werſ,$. Who 
hath taken rh:5 counſel againſt Tyre that 
13,0f laying it waſte, who hath ſach pur- 
poſe ? Oh, ſaith ae in verſ; 9, The Lord 
hath purpoſed it : this little word I: hath 
a ſtrong reference tothe 8, and 1. verſ, 
#ho hath taken this connſel, &c. that 1s 
the Lord hath done ir, and who hathlb| 
laid it waſte ? it is the Lord hath doneh 
ic, he: hath purpoſed ro bring judges 
ment,-and tn lay waſtey' and ſo'to. (tain 
chepride of cheir. glory: - LD 
-Thas you ſee that this Text is full cofh 
my: purpoſe » caar the judgements: oblſh 
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in Dying Times, 17 
| God are needful in order to the ſtain- 
© io the pride of che world: Thus alfo 
| in” che* caſe of Nebnchadnezzar in 
'E Dar. 4' Whar was: ir char humbled 
1} the heart ofthie man? Ic was the judg- 
-£ mencs' of God did it; he: comes in a 
;| proud ſpiric;mote like a God then mat, 
$H and in the pride-of his hearr* he fvens 
"i exceeding'3 [5 'not this ' great Babylon 
dl that 1 have birils? Rc. verſe 30. Wellzbut 
: what coutſe'd6ch God rake ro humble 
him? Why in verſe 3 1. while the word 
Was in his mouth y he was took from 
men, and turned co graze among the 
deaſts ; this was Gods way tO tain che 
pride of Neb#thadnezuar;to bring bim 
down in a'way'of judgement, the like 
we never rezd or heard of ; and you 
find when/hisſevert years were accom- 
_—_ then the'comes anÞ adores 
od in'a'calm ſpicic , atid olives oy 
tohim 5 the man was cooled and ham 
led, and it was this dreadful toke 
pon him thatdid ir, Take- one Scrip-- 
ure more, and that yotthave in Iſa: 25 
- may ptruſe the whole” Chapcery 
nd you fhall there ſee How the jadge-' 
uts of God are defignedto bumble 
IN nanny thomas verſ, LS And 


18 Living Truths. 
the loftuveſs. of mauhall be. howed doxny 
&c, Now how. ſhall, this be, br brough 
$o aſs 2 laok back to, verſs 129, and 
there he cells you, The dey.of the Lord 
of hoſts, ſhall be upon every. one. that is 
Brond. and. lofry, &cs the: day. of the 
Lord of hofis:fhall be npon_him , that 
is, the day-of Gods indignation, of his 
ments.,, the day. of his breaking 
forth in} great Fr dilpleaſons. that ſhall 
bring them down : We poor Ka 

3 lixtle thang liſeerh y$. up, , but; it mult 

be 2 great thing. mult bring us dows, 
ic mult be. che day of. the-Lard of hoſts 
be that commands the; Armies of hea» 
Ven ang earths he that, c commands the 
Armies, of Angels, nd ſends, them, 
Rc, da execution | be. that come 
mayds judgements 2 they.are his holls, 
©, CIeatuzes; are his hoſts, and the fl y 
elsare his balls ; he lets the ſwordſl n 
Dy rk., and the-peſtilence ro.worky - 
angly fghning agalac gain} chem with rhel 
them, and; bring s 
dem coma, ang. py the. hearc of 

pghry and WENT, aero 

1.2Q, 2 ay Fo. wer{« Cds ; Thos 
into, + haley,} of the roghgaS6c«., W 
a aeoid Mn «forfen 
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in Dying Times. 9 

the Lord,and for the glory of his majeſty; 
when he ariſeth to ſhake terribly the 
earth ;\ then all men they throw away 
their Idols. Oh chat we might all 
throw away out idols ! kave we mide 
the world , riches, honors, pleaſures, 
our idols? Oh it is time to throw them 
ta the Owls and co the Bars; iris fic 
for them onely co live upon ſuch things 
as theſe are : when God comes forch 
thus 1n judgemene , then they ſhall 
throw their idols to the Owls and co 
the Bats ; and why fo? it is becauſe 
they ſhall chen be convinced of che 
[| vanity and emptineſs of theſe chings. 
© Thar is my ſecond reaſon whyſuch pro- 
vidences muſt be , it is to (tai the 
pride of all gloryz God hath reſerved 

bimſelfno other way to doit for ought 

ne know » and the heart of man will 
nor be broughe down ac any cheaper 

kf race ; Alaszthe great men of the world 

eieihey think they may do as they pleaſe, 

a9Fbac when God comes thundering with 

 Ofhis judgements > he makes chem t@- 

2iltremble, and confeſs that chey are but 

| | $0ther mea. : Vi! 1 
pAY- Bur: chen one reaſon more why ſuch 
a things | muſt come- eo: paſs 
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20 Ltuis Truths 
their time and ſeaſon , why it muſt 
be. 

3. To vindicate Gods holineſs, that 
there may nor be a reproach left upon 
the God of heaven, as if he were plea- 
ſed with the fin and wickedneſs of an 
evilgeneration, "With reverence be ir 
ſpoken, the God of heaven hath no 0+ 
ther way to vindicate his holineſs, bur 
by. the execution of theſe judgements 
of his; 1 ſay that 18 the Lords way : 
do but mark how the wicked of the 
world.do ſometimes challenge God to 
ſhew himſelf in his judgements , if he 
be a holy God ; and therefore God is 
conlirained ro do it. In Mal. 2. 17, 
You have wearyed God with your words, 
and wherein? even when you ſay ever) 
oxe that doth evil is good inthe ſight of the 
Lord, or where ts the God of judgement? 
Wicked men they ſay that God loves 
men that walk wickedly ; and'though 
we "fin, he loves us never the worſe: 
why” if” he do'not love the wotkers of 
'Aiquity, where is the God of judge- 
menc ? If ourevil doings diſpleaſe him 
why doth he not execute- judgement? 
why- doth he not let us ſee his diſplea 
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in Dying Times. 21 
he will, wicked men will not utder- 
ſtand that 5 They better underſtandthe 
language of his judgements and there- 
| 8 fore if he be nor the God of evil, and 

do hate all iniquity , why doth he nor 
8 ſhewir by his judgements? Now I ſay 
8 God is puc upon this, he 1s conſtrained 
*|| to viggicate his own holineſs by his 
i judgement : Becauſe ſentence againſt 
SY ar evil-work 5 not executed ſpeedily, 

therefore the hearts of the ſons of . men 
* | are fully ſer in them to doael,Eccli$.11, 
dF The meaning of the Text 1s plainly 
© | this, becauſe wicked men are nor punt» 
SH ſhed in ways of fin, ſay they, we may 
| live as wickedly as we will , for oughr 
2 we (ce, we ſhall fare as well as thoſe 
7} that are more preciſe.: This is the deſ- 
| pzrate wickedneſs of the heart,butGod 
El will make known himſelf by his judge- 
SF ments, and thereby he will take off 
nf chis reproach ; and therefore thar is a 
notable place Pſalm. g. 16. Ichink you 
have not this word Higgaion Selah 2» 
bove once more in the Scripture 3 this 
H:ggaion doth import, Conſider, Me- 
dicare ppon this: why what is 1c we 
ſhould rake ſuch notice of ? whyit" is 
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22 Lrume Truths 
ments that he execates, that is, God is 
known by his judgements ,'1n his holi- 
neſ(s,in his purity,and ic 18 that thar (ers 
him forch in the glory of his attributes; 
when God brings judgement on the 
wicked, then they mult confeſs that 
God-is a holy God : and therefore 
take that Scriprure more, where you 
have this confirmed, Pſal, 58.9, 10. Be- 
fore yonar pots can, feel the thornes ; it is 
2 metaphorical expreſſion , and I ſup- 
poſe the meaning is this » before the 
chornes or any other combuliible mat - 
cer put under the por can heat it, that 
15,1na very little rime, God ſhall rake 
away the wicked : whar ſhall be che 
effe& of this > The rigbteom ſhall re- 
Joyce when he ſeeth the vengeance, and 4 
11 ſhall ſay , Verily there #s areward 
for the righteoms , werily there is a God 
that jnageth in the earth : See what 
efte&t Gods judgements have, that a 
meer man thar hath nor any thing of 
grace 1n his ſoul, ſhall be fotced to ſay 
chat there is a reward for the righteous. 
They rhat ſay, Where 1s the God of 
Judgement ? when God comes forth in. 
ways of judgement, he will make chem - 
y, There 38d NF.” 
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: Dying Times 23 
God thar doth righreonſly. Now here 
ou have my. ieaſons Why God will 
ok great; judgements | upon the 
world , having ſpoken it as alſo co 
fain the pride of all fleſh, and lafily to 
vindicate his 6wn holineſs. | 
Now we will try a litcle how this 
may be improved , whac uſe we may 
make vf-icz cfvely I chink it may in- 
form-' us of ſome ſuch thitigs as 
theſe, 

I» If -irbe thus that diſmall provi- 
dences muſt come into the world, that 
God hith ſpoken of it, and given warn» 
ine of it » then what a ſtupid ſoreiſh 
thing is a carnal heart ,-that will not. 
believe ic untill he feels it 1 1 ſay, ſuch 
5the fupidicy of a carnal heart , char 

« will __ ic until} he feels tt 3 
this we find oft in Scriptures 'Pſal. z + 
21 Theſe things thow huft done { ſpeak- 
Ing about a great many miſcarriapes of 
wicked men') 4nd 1 kept flexce, ſaith 
God; and what then ? chiou thoughtet 
thac I liked all thy wickedneſs very 
Jnells. bur faich God,1 will reprove thees 

bd fet thend in order before thee ; I»and 
dnfder it you that forget God! You 
Jnr think whac 1 uy » unti{{ I come 
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- Living Truths 
ro tear you in pieces 2: cofifidet It” you 
that forget God; conhder h's holineſs, 
his purity his truths his fairhfulneſsin' 
his chrearning , for ſaith' God, I: am 
coming to tear you-in pieces, I am 
coming with- providences that will a= 
waket you : So 2 Pet. 3.344 This is if + 
the hardneſs, the (orcifſhneſs of wicked'Y] ; 
men» they are ſaying, Where i the pro- 
miſe of his commg ? \ and who is the'll 
God of judgement? they would believe 
tharall things continue as they were; 
they will nor conſider ic until the judge- 
ment of Gad breaks forth among chem 
Thar is th2 firſt inference, what a ſtapid 
ſortiſh thing is a carnal hearc, 

Again 2. It may inform us farther 
of the- deſperate eftate- of finners that 
are not awakened with the judgements 
of God thar' are begun'z' ſach there 
are in theworld, that though God be 
come forch in a way of judgement» and 
have begun to do what he hath'ſpokenz 
yet they dolittle con(ider it.” Indeed 
many finners before judgements are 
begun, do hope they will never begin! 
& they feed themſelves much with ſuct 
fancies : -much ſuch a people you ready i 
of it Ex; 115 2 It ts not near, let wi - 
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in Dying Times, 25 
| bid houſes, &c. there were a people 
| there thac the Propher had threacned 
|} grievous things agaififtt. WeN,wtiar ſay 
'F rhey.? why it theſe. things ſhall come, 
| they. are a greac way off ; and chovgh 
| they.come;it 13 nor like that/it will-be in 
; | our-days ; and: fo. hardened thetnſelves 
| againk.che/ judgements of the Lord 
_ thatwereto come upon them! : :So'thar 
i Amos6, 3. Yeputfar away the evil day, 
2 | and. perſivade your! (elves, that-things 
:& are like ro go-well: enough: and thar 
- judgements were a'igreat way 6, if they 
1-8 ſhould: ever-* come; and--therefore 
dj the Lord direats the Propher in; his 
meſlages£zek.,1:2-:2 2. $9 af man,what 
u that proverb?&c Uſually God did in 
$cripcure give -fome time, becween 
threatning\ and execution: z and har 
efte& hadthis? Why the days ate pro- 
longed, ſay they ;and every vigon fail- 
eth': :Jadgements did not come pre+ 
ſently',/ therefore! they minded; them 
not ; and- therefore: ſairh- God, 1 will 
cauſe this proverb to ceaſe ; the days are 
ar band, and the effe# of every viſion |, 
jadgement ſhall come : and; yet ſuch is 
the ſecurity of mens hearts, they would 
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26 Levine Truths 

ſhould nor begin; and when chey.ars 
begun» 'they are not much minded x 
doubtleſs this is great. camabſecurity x 
therefore. Amos 3. 8. The lin:hath 
roared, who would mor fear ? Twill at 
tealt allude'to ir 3. whew the Liondorh 
roar, when God is come our'in the way 
of his judgements. who would::nor 
fear? ir: 18a grear evitrobeof a-ftopid 
ſpirit under the judgements of God.: 1 
ſhall here a licrle s before 1 leave: ths 
head, ſhew firſt whenfouls are not af 
feed with the judgements':of 'God: 
And ſecondly , whence, 1 ir1s that they 


1re ndt affected. 
1. When ſouls are-nOor raffefed with 


the jadsements of God, ir 18 when 
rhey do not hear and :contider: what 
providetices they lie under, /ſe- 26.3 1+ ſj 
When thy hand 1s lifted wp they will nov 


ſee ; they' go on 1n*their, own courſe y ite, 


and do nor ſo mach as conſider rhac f 

there is a fire kindled, and a fire rbut &;: 
_ butn vety far, and do dreadfub | 
th n2s. | Ws 
2. Apainſecondly, | The heart dos | 
affe&ed, when irdoth not! inquire in« 
tothe oround of ) peak of che jules wh | 


are not oucly to pig + che 3 


tm Dytig Temes. BY - 
ment it felf, bur we are co mquits itHt6 
the 2r6bnhd of the controverſie : whth 
Iſrael fled before the men of Az Foſhna 
he fell oh his face coinquire Whar the 
matrer was » What the gronnd of rhis 
controverfie was. How matiy are there 
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in this great City thar do nor ſay, Whar 
have I-done ? wherefore doth Kod do 
this ! : SIS; 

3: When men do not endeavour tb 
ſt things right ; when they do not la- 
zor to find out What 18 the contiover- 
ie, and having found ir ont , comp: 
te breach that is betweeh the Lord 
Ind his people, Jer, 8.6. 1 hearkened 
wid hearas but they ſpake not aright * vo 
wan repeired of his evil way , ſaying, 
What have I done ? they ſpake not a- 
tohr ; why pray when do a peopte 
zeak ariche in time of judeement ? 
airh hes No man repented of his wicked- 
meſs, &c, obſerve it : Whar is arighr 
tie in « day of judzement ? It 15 cohe 
tyino What have 1 done? to ſay-Whar 
ith the Nation done , is a duty 5 4nd 
What have othets done, bur eſpetiilly 

Bo ſay, What have Idone ? and whetein 
Wave 1 cvattibuted: to ies biel 
y ? Nay ard chis inquiring fpitic fs 
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28 Living Truths 

nor all, but chere muſt be a reforming}. 
ſpirirz he muſt curn from his courſe,and 
leave the trade of finrthat he was wont 
co drive ; thus is ic When Ive are not 
affte&ted with che judgements of Gor 
And whence is it ? it is from ten cay 
{es. 

I. From ſecret hope it may go W 
with chem: and I rell you, for the mol 
part , Wicked men. ate apt to think 
chemſelves moſt ſecure : Amos g. 10 
You read there of a (trange ſpirit; they 
were linners, a wicked people, and yet 
ſaith he, They ſay the evil (hall not over 
take nor prevent us : but ſaith God, 
ſonner's of my people ſhadl dye by tl 
ſword, 1 ſhall meer with them ; tha 
is the purpoſe and determination 6 
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2+. They do not confider the drea 
chat there is in the judgement of God 

I found a poor ſoul ſpeaking of this 
judgement lately,ſaying, What ſhoul 
we fear? we mult all dye, and of whil 

_ ſhould we be afraid ? bur 1: fear ſuc 


ſouls that can look upon things of. ſacl 
moment ſo ſlightly , hardly know whall 


dying means, P/al.2. Kiſs the Song 
be be angry and ye periſh fr m be 
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"0 #1 Dying Temes, 29 
when his wrath 1s kinaled but a little , 
bleſſed are all they that put their. rruft 
ad i= bis 3 a lictle of the wrath of God 
af is dreadful : God is very terrible in his 
judgements:thovgh wicked men do nor 
Rk It>Pſal. 66.3 . SA) anto the Lord, 
How terrible art Ms in all thy works ? 
ell In chy works of judgement howter- 
off rible arr thou ? the judgements of God 
nl would make men borv, "bur they do nor 
[of cotifider che dread of them) untill they 
end are under them ; the ſervants of God 
jo they do melr under chem , and have a 
ſence of them , nor a' dread and fear 
4 thac diſcompoſcth the ſoul, and puts ir 
th by irs duty;but fiich as 1s an awful ſence, 
al ? ſz. $2: 516, Obſerre whar a mixture 
jf there” is in the ſpiric.of a Saint under 
Gods judgements : Gods jadgements as 
J they are "revelitions of his Tiohteouſ- 
neſs making'edod © his- threatnings, 
{ workin® our bis plory'; ſothe richteous 
laughs » ” bur yer HE Mars ro0 7 *there 
dis y holy dread af' awe upon his ſoul 
when he ſetch How-inach of majeſty 
ol iries" forth in'themn + Yea hypocrices 
u ars Srovght co'fear becauſe of Gods 
--, © ine ſametimes ; 'bux'now they 
'- aha RY eeaehthere is in 


30 Lroing Traths © 
chem they. are not affeRed. Iſa. 26. 
When the judgements of. God are abroad 
3» the earth, the inhabitants thereof ſhall 
learnrighteouſueſs, that is,the good ins 
habicanrs of the earth ſhall do ſo; 
mercy doth not any good tothe wick- 
ed, nor will judgement , becauſe they 
mind, not the majeity of the Lords 
therefore they are nor affteed : that ig 
a ſecond inference. 
3+. If it be chus chat ſad judgements 
mutt break in upon che world, then 
how nuſerable will the wicked of the 
world be?Truly chey fall under a double 
miſery z miſerable fict,in that they ſhall 
have the greateſt part of preſent judge- 
ment. Secondly, In that they fhall 
have _an:eternity of miſery hereafcer. 
Miſerable in that they ſhall have the 
oreater part of preſent judgement ; 
Mind that Iſa, 33-13-14. Hear ye 
that axe afar off what I have dave, and 
Jou that aye neer acknowledge my might: 
The funers in S101 are. afraid, &c. marks 
as if he ſhould ſay, Men at length begin 
ro. conſider : Oh preſent judgements 
are ſad... Ton, that are near acknowledge. 
my might : youſee much of rerrgras mm. 
peeſgnr judgements ;; bur if ſuch be cerr 
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in Dying Times. 31 


ible, what will an. afcer- judgement be? 
whas will deyouring fire be ? therefore 


take 'heed where. your lot 1s. caſt 
ind, among, what fort of: men you 


{6p | 

, 4+ What ſhould ſinners do? will 
fuch- jadgements: break . in upon. he 
world? what ſhould .ſinners do.?. they 
ſhould come and. ſubmic to Chriſt, Be 
any of you finners ? I cell you dreadful 
things will be. upon the world; whe- 
ther: they be now begun or no, I.can- 
nor. reHl you. ; bur ſuch, there ſhalt be:; 
aid. what will you do ? your, work. is 
t0.come and.cloſe with ChriÞ.; the: ſe- 
cond Pſalm | is. worth: your reading an 
hundred times over, he tells you whar 
be; will do with, the. wicked, ag will 
break them in pieces , he will ſcatrer 
tham 3. Well, what then? Oh, K:(s 
the San, leſt be be, angry » come bow be- 
fore. him (for char kiſs iga kiſs of ſubje- 
dion) it is 4 dreadfuh thing to.meer 
wich-an angry Chril; He: Bo 3 
he is a Lion ; he js a Lamb ſlain. and 
come but and kiſs. him, and: bewill be a 
Lamb, ſlain. co- you 3 if Bon, will, be 
the Lion of the taibe of Tuds ® £90 rear 
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Apolile , the terror of the Lord, we pers 
ſwade men; we perſwade themsto what? 
why we beſeech you to come and'[ſubmit to 
Teſw Chriſt, tie is that that we pray 
of youzand that we areearnelt with yon 
for : and one text more I would $ive 
youto this purpoſe, 1/a. 28. 141516. 
Take the ſence of this text, and you 
ſhall ſee it much 'to my purpoſe ; God 
was coming forth in dreadful judge- 
ments, bur. che wicked of the world 
rhey think to ſecure themſelves : 
How ? When the over-flowing ſconrge 


ſhall paſs over it ſhall not come nightous: 


Why not ? why, #e-have compounded 
with'death,and with hell are we at agrees 
ment. 1 bur ſaith the Spirit of God, 
cake a little of my advice ; do nor give 
truſt and confidence to your own Ways; 
Bat, ſaith he, I have'laid in Sona chit 

corner-ſtone , and truſt to that « this 1s 
"the meaning of it 3 donottalk of yout 
agreeing with Dearhzand compounding 
'with hell , bur co go to Chriſt, to the 
foundation that 1 have ſer andlaid fot 
you to'bnild upon for your ſafety & ſe- 


cutity. Will-you ask your heart how it is 
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"with you? Have you builr on rhis fonn-# 


dation-ſtone ? uf you have, that 1s rhe 
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way not to be aſhamed; he that be- 
lieveth ſhall'not be confounded. 

5- Muſt ſach judgements break in 
upon the worlc? 1t ſhould reach us and 
dire us in praying with reſpe& ro 
preſent judgements, and chat thus : we 
cannot abſolutely or peremprorily beg 

thar preſent judgements might be Rays 
ed, but wich this reſerve , thar p'ovi- 
dd ic be not the time » when-God is 
coming forrh with his great work in 
the wo:1d z if itbe nor that time, thar 
God would ſtay his hand; and alfoif 
God do purpoſe A do dreadful thingsin 
the land , that he would make them 
ſerve the defigns of his glory, atid for 
the: furtherance of thoſe things which 
he hath ro do in che world : bur 1 ſay 
abſolurely we may not (l think) begs 
of God that he would remove ſuch a 
judgement 3 begs that he would pre- 
erve his people, arid dothem 2009 by 
rt, and if it be nor the beginning of 
hat he hath Caid himſelf ſhall coneto 
aſs, chen thac he would divert it and 
wy bis hand. 

6, If God be comirig forthin judge - 
N nts,and ſ{uch cerrible ones too, how 
God is ir to be a Saint, andrto be found 
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In a right ſpiric ,in the day when God 


contends and comes orit with his indig» (|: 
nation againlt the world? I ell cheeaf I 
thou art a Saint, and that in aright ſpi+ 
rit: it will be well with thee in the day 
that. God contends, And thus I have 
diſpatched the firſt Dodtrine, namely, 
thar dreadful providences muſt come 
upan the world ; and having done with 
this, Lpaſs on to the ſecond nore from 
the words, ' | 
2, Namely, that when God doth 
corne forth with theſe dreadful diſpen« 
ſations, he is eſpecially thoughrful fot 
and careful about the weal and welfare 
of his own people. He doth not hurl his 
judgements into the world at all adven: 
rures careleſly and inconſiderately, not 
cating Where they light ;. but his eye is 
much upon, and his care much after his 
own. people : He hath a great reſpe& 
'ro,, them 1 all that he-doth in che 
world.” | 

1. In pfoſecution of this truths 
ſball firſt conficgje to ,you 4 that i 
publike calamities,God is very mindf 
% his people »* and his heart i9mucht 
them. | R$. 
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And 2. Give you the Reaſons of 
* Fits and chen make a liccle Applica» 
If Bf tion. 
+ I Bur firſt of all, for confirmation of the 
y ftruch, ic is evidenc from two or three 
e things, that the Lord dorh rake a ſpect- 
1» fall care of his people in days and cl:nes, 
e F of common calamity: Ir 1s evident 
h from what he hath done in ſuch ſeaſons 
nin cimes paſt; you ſball ſcarce find a 
common calamity recorded in the book 
Nl of God ; bur you ſhall find ſome care 
1+ taken of 'his people cherefore though 
ot there is a true ſence in that word , that 
all things come alike to all, I ay a ſence 
that hatha crutch in ic » yer this1s alſo 
*Y true, char God hath a care of his peo- 
ple in all che common calamicies thar 
FF ever come upon the world : Thus ic 
It was when God came to ſweep away a 
whole world , was there. none to bz 
thought of? no body to be remembred? 
yes, there was a Noah that Gad could 
nor forger,Ger. 6.13, 14» Noah mighc 
ſay, What, cheend of all, fleſh? what 
ſhall become of me then ? whar ſhall | 
Tf do when all fleſh is 'deltroyed ? Why 
BY faith God, Noab,make thee an Akers 
| "ay I will nor ſo deſtroy all flef.burl 
D 2 will 


36 Living Truths 

will remember thee Noah, and there- 
fore make thee an Ark ; and ſaith God 
co him in verſ. 18. With thee I wille- 
fabliſh my covenant, and thou ſhalt come 
into the ark, , thou and thy ſons, avd thy 
ſons wives with thee, Thus ic was it: the 
deliruRion of Sodom , God came with 
reſolution to deſtroy that- place, Ger, 
19.1213. Great provocarions call 
for great deſolation 3 dreadful judge» 
ments are the neceflary conſequents of 
oreat preceding intquities : but Lo he 
muſt be raken care of, and a ſhelter 
and refuge mult be provided for him, 
Thus in the landof Egypr, when the 
Lord ſent his Plagues amongelt them, 
ye this very jadgement Of the Plague I 
believe that was the judgement , andI 
will give you a Scripture co prove it 
the threatning was > ke would deſtroy 
all the firſt-born of Pharcah, Exod, 1 1. 
5,6, 7 Now the queſtion 1s what 
judgement it was that” he-did deſtroy 
the firſt-born of Egypr by; I think it 
was the Plague, and that that confirms 
me in my theughrs of 1t; 4s that Amos 
4+ 10. Where' he ſaith , 7 have ſent a* 
mong you the-Peſtilence after the manner 
of Egypt: Now I do not know any 
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| time when God did ſend the Peftilence 
1 inco Egypt > unleſs when he deſtroyed 
"| che ficit-born ; and yer at that time X 
e | when he did deftroy the firſt-born of all 
' che houſe of Egypt , the Lord-took 
: | care of his people » 1/rac! muſt be pre- 
1 ſerved,not a dog mult move the tongue 
» againſt any of them. Gen, 42, when 
1Y chere was a famine in Canaan, yea a fa- 
mine 1n all lands, and a great ſcarcity 
tf grew over the face of the: Land of 
Egypt ; yer Jacob and his children 
EF mult be provided for , and God nwſt 
.  lookafter them , and he bids them go 
© | cown to Egypt ; and you find how 
» | they were there fed;God had by a fignal 
IF providence ſent Joſeph before hand, as 
IN he ſaith himſelf , ro ſave Jacob and his 
30 family alive. Jeremiah in the time of 
yl captivity , and.greatdeſtrution, what 
muſt- become of him ? muſt. he periſh 
with the reſt? No, faith God , 1 will 
deliver "thee in that day, Jer, 39. 173 
18, | 
Now this 1s my ficſt argument to 
confirm this general crurh,that in cimes 
of common calamicy , God takes an 
eſpecial care of his people , {as is evi- 
Gent from whar my hath done, -  _ 
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2+ Brom the promiſe of what he will 


do ; he makes ſpecial promiſes to his 
_—_ of what he will do in ſuch ſea- 
O 


ne, Pſal. 91. 9, 10. Becauſe thou haſt 


made the .moſft High thy refuge , there 
ſhall no evil befall thee , neither ſhall any 
Plague come mgh thy dwelling * Souls 
thar are Saints, and Saints 1n a right 
ſpirics here 1s a promiſe, a ſingular ſpe= 
cial promiſe made to chem ; and ſo you 
have it in Iſa, 3.8, Jernfalem ts rnmed, 
and Judah is fallen, becauſe their tongue 
and their doings are againſt the Lord : 
By the way obſerve, God takes notice 
what we ſay , as well as what we do; 
well-what now? is /er»ſalem fallen and 
Fudab ruined ? what ſhall become of 
the Sainrs-then ? why faith God, Say 
wito the righteews, It ſhall be well with 
them, verſ, 10. 11. Jeruſalem it is true 
Is rained , but why ? why, ſay to the 
wicked it ſhall beill with them » bat 
unto.che'tighteousir ſball be well with 
chem) F '[a. 25.21 v. Behold, the Lord 
romzes out of ' his plagy to puniſh the mnhas 
bitanty of the earth for their iniquity : 


Doth he ſo? what then? what will he. 
do unto-his people > why if you look. 
verſe 20, Come, faith he, wy prople, ene. 
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ter into your chambers, and ſhut the doors 
about you, hide your ſelf for a little mo- 
ment, untill mine indignation be over- 
paſt, I am coming co puniſh the world 
for cheir iniquity ; but my people I 
have a word for your comforg, I will 
find retiring Chambers for you ; Hae 
jour ſelf, Caich he for a-luttle moment » 
wtrll mine indignation be over-paſſed: 
So Foel, 3,16. He ſhall roar ont of S10ns 
&c. the Lord will work for his people, 
and do his people good ; he will be the 
nope of his people, and the (trengrh of 
the children of 1ſrae! : Therefore this 
is my ſecond argument,God makes ſpe- 
clal promiſes to his people, therefore , 
he will cake ſpecial care of chem. | 

3+ Hz gives ſpecial counſel and di- 
retion to them what to do in order to 
their preſervation in times of common 
calamity. 

There are three parts of counſel chac 
the Lord gives to his people in ſuch 
eaſons, and he dire&s them ſomerimes 
toone of theſe things, and ſomecimes 
to another , according as he thinks 
200d 1n himſelf ; ſometimes he calls 
his people our of the places thac (hall 
*_" ſears of his jods gements 3 » 

Q 
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ſoin the caſe of Sodom : and it 18 worth 
your confidering that you - have Luk, 
21: 20121. When you ſhall ſee Jeruſalem 
compaſſed with Armies, know the deſola- 
tion thereof 1smph ; that ſhall bea ſign 
co youthar I am coming againſt it with 
a defolating judgement : Well, what 
then muſt be done ? Ler them that are 
in Fudah flye to the mountain , and let 
them that are inthe City depart ont, and 
let not them that are in the Conntries en- 
. ter thereimto, This was his counſel at 
that time; and thus God doth ſome- 
rimes : he callech ſome our of the pla« 
ces by the merhod of his providence, 
he cells 'them his will, and brings 
chem our of rhe ſeat of his judge- 
ments, 
2+ He calls all in all rimes in, order 
. io preſervation, from cloſing with and 
cleaving to the fins of the places which 
are to be judged, and for which he 
judgeth and condemneth ; rhat one 
known Text may ſerve in Read of, ma- 
ny, Rev. 18.4. Come out of her my peo- 
le (that 1s, our 0. Babylon): and be ye fe- 
parate » partake rot of her ſins » left 0 
alſo partake of ber plagues; fin as\yn* 
 ersdo, and you mult expe& to ſuffer a8 
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3. He corhdire@ his people ro ſome 
_ duties that have an eſpecial ren- 

ency to preſervation , ſometimes to 
faich, co trultin , and dependance upon 
the Lord ; and ſomerimes to prayer 
and watchfulneſs , as here in my Text : 
to ſome ſuch ſpecial duties, that have an 
eſpecial uſe in order to the preſerva- 
tion of a people from deſtroying and 
ruining calamities, Thus)l ſay,put theſe 
things rogether, what God hath done, 
whar he hath promiſed ro do, whae 
counſel he gives unto his people, in re- 
ſpe& ro common: calamities, they ate 
evident tokens of love to his people in 
times of diltrefle : But now whar is 
the reaſon ? wherefore 1s it that God 
ſhould eſpecially be careful of his peo- 
ple in days of great dilireſs and trouble? 
I anſwer, he doth 1t for two or three 
reaſons. 

I. For the love he bears them, and 
the interelt that he: bath inthem ; he 
hath an intereſt in his people, they are 
neer unto him 1n aneer relation ,. and 
he hath great love to them ; therefore 


It is he eſpecially bears aneye to his 


peoplezand looks afrer them;that things 


- 


may go well with them in the days of 
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evil ; ſome Scriptures you have tothis 
putpoſe : That Jer. 3% Io, 11. Fear 
ot» O my ſervant Jacob, &c. though, 
ſaith God, I make a full end of ocher 
Nations and people, 1 will ſave thee, 
Truely one might have replyed to the 
Lord as Jndas did (not Iſcariot) And 
why us Lord, and why nor the world ? 
Becauſe rhou att: Facob my ſervant, 
thou art 1ſrael a people that I have in- 
rereſt in » therefore I will look after 
chee, and ſhew kindneſs unto thee ; I 
will doit for that reaſon ; and add to 
this tnat Jer» 43- 4+ Obſerve here, I 
will grve men for thee, and people for thy 
life. Whatis che meaning of rhat ? I 
will let my wrath and rage vent ic ſelf 
upon the world , but I will ſpare my 
people : Why ſo ? I haveloved them, 
cherefore I will give men for them 
hundreds of men God will e1ve for his 
peoplexthey are nzer the heart of God, 
therefore he-is pleaſed ro exerciſe this 
peculiar kindneſs ro them. 

2. He doth 1t becauſe of the prect- 
ouſneſs and worth that 18 in them ; not 
that a Saint by nature is betrer then 
others, bur chrough grace he is become 


2 choice and precious one ; and be- 
IONS | _ 
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cauſe of the, worth, choiceneſs, and ex» 
cellency of a gracious ſoul, God loves 
him : The Saint is an excellent piece; 
The righteous 1s moce excellent then 
his nzigshbor: Ir may be the righteous 
man is in a poor low condr1on in the 
world,& his neighbor a great rich man, 
abounding in the things of this world, 
and yer for all that the righteous 1s more 
excellent then his neighbor. God bath a 
oreat care of his people , and thar be- 
cauſe they are precious, 1{4:4 3.4. Since 
thou waſt preciow in my fight,' thou haſt 
been hozorable , and 1 have loved thee ; 
therefore others ſhall dye, and thou 
ſhalc be ſaved : Why ? namely, be- 
cauſe thou art prectous 1h my hghr, I 
ſee a worth in thee, and an excellency 
in thee , and therefore orhers ſhall 2o 
for thee ; they ſhall periſh , bur thou 
ſhalc be preſerved. In Pſal. 116. 15. 
David hath an expreſſion co this pur- 
poſe, Precio in the ſight of the Lord ss 
the Death of his Saints; and the Pſal- 
miſt gives this as a reaſon why the Lord 
- £ did preſerve him when time was , ſaith 
he, Preciozs in the fight of the Lord is 
the death of his Saints. Pſal. 72.14. 
" Þ Youhaye a Scripture fomething of like 
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nature , Precious ſhall their blood be 
in his fight. 

2. Bur one reaſon more, Why the 
Lord in common calamirles 1s eſpecial- 
ly careful of his people , 1c 1s becauſe 
they trult God with themſelves » they 
charge God with them » and God will 
be fairhful ro his charge 3 he wall nor 
berray his truſt, he is che hope of his 
people. So Jer. 14.8, Oh thou the hope 
of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in the tinit 
of trouble : So Fer, 17.16, 17. As 
for me, I have not haſtened from being 4 
Paſtor to follow thee , nor have | deſired 
the woful day; be not a terror unto me 
Thou art my hope in the day of ewl : 
Oh ſaith the Lord, think upon me, [ 
defire to be faithful unto thee, ro mind 
thee in thy wotk, and follow thee in 
thy way ; and I have nor deſired the 
evil day, thon knowelt, that that came 
out of my lips was right before thee, 
and thou art my hope : Mind 1t, this 
was the reaſon why God did give Je- 
remiah a ſpecial preſervation ; 1t was 
becauſe he made the Lord his truſts Jer. 
39. 18, For I will ſurely deliver thee, 
&c. thou haſt committed the keeping 
thy ſelf unto me , therefore I will be 
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oJocd to thee, and 1 will preſerve thee. 
It is worth the thinking of , that the 
Lord doth ic becauſe his people rruſt in 
him. Thus much for confirmation of 
the point,and the Reaſons of ir. 

Objett.” Bur you will ſay, If this be a 
truth,this may be objected, If rhe Lord 
chuſe to have a particular reſpeft unto 
hes people in tines of common calamity, 
how comes it to paſs that any of his peo- 
ple ſhould fall in ſuch a diſpenſation , as 
we ſometimes ſee they do? 

To rhat 1 anſwer, 'There are theſe 
reaſons why z notwithltanding Gods 
ſpectal care of his people in common 
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In: it is for 0Ne or more Of theſe 'rea- 
ſons uſually. 

t. It is ſometimes through unbe- 
lief 3 God keeps rhem white they cruſt 
| bim, bur when their cruſt fails , then 
the*promile fails , and God 18 nor a ſe- 
curity to them : ir 18 ſometimes 
through unbelief; ſo we findit in the 
cale of /ſraels going ro Canaan ; there 
were abundance fell in the wilderneſs, 
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k and  eruely among thoſe thar fell we 
o © may think chere' were ſome ' upright 
e | Ones char-had grace in their hearts, ' buc 
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calamities, ſom- of rhem do fall there- 
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yet they diſirufted God ,. they thought 
the journey was long and tedious, and 
the way was difficult , therefore they 
fell in the wilderneſs , ic was becauſe 
of their unbelief : By whom was he 
grieved fourty years in the wilderneſs ? 
Was it not by them whoſe carcaſcs fell m 
the wilderneſs ? To whom be ſware inhis 
wrath that they ſhowld not enter into his 
reft, Heb. 3- 17,18>19. And why en» 
tered they nor ? becauſe of anbelief: 
So it 15 in this caſe , God makes ſpecial 
promiſes of preſervation 3 bur when 
che faith of his people failes,ſomertimes 
God ſuffers them to loſe the trait of che 
promiſe. 

2. When Ins people (in as the world 
doth, then he cauſeth them to taſte of 
judgement with the worldz when they 
keep nor clear from the fin for which 
God contends » he ſuffers th2m ro fall 
In and by the judgements wherewith 
he contends : So in that of the Reve- 
lations , Partake not of her ſins, leſt you 
partake of her plagues : in which words 
you have a promiſe and a threatnings 
promiſe, if you do not partake of het 
ſin, then you ſhall nor-ſuffer wich ber | 
bu.if you do, you may expeR to ſhare 
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with ber 1n judgement : and therefore 


you find Moſes achoice ſervant, and he 
ſuffered in the wilderneſs as well as the 


reſt ; and it was becauſe he Ginned as 


they did that dyed in the wilderneſs, 
Numb, 27.12, Why might he-not go 
into Canaan ? VVhy, ſaith he, For ye 
rebelled againſt my commandment in 
the deſert of Zin, &c, You rebelled 
when the Congregation rebelled , and 
therefore for that reaſon » although ic 


was the one time that doſes did mil- 


carry in his way towards Caraany and 
yet for joyning with the people in thar 
one fin of murmuring , he was cut 
ſhort of Canaar : and ſo it is in caſes 
of common calamity , if we fin with 
the world, we may be led to ſuffer with 
the world. Therefore by the way» 
make this your care » Touch not with 
the abominations of the Day in which 
you live , for which, you may conclude 
God contends ; rather ſuffer any 
thing 1n the world , then-pur your ſelf 
under the ſtroke of Gods dy doing any 
thing againſt him ; and ſay not it. is a 
litcle fin , becauſe 24oſes finning bur 


* once with the people , he fell with 


them in the wilderneſs. 
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2. Ir is ſometimes for want of ma- 
king uſe of the means that che Lord 
hath appointed for preſervation. Ir is 
not good to fin againſt the uſe of 
means: God doth great things , but 
he doth ule ro rye us to the uſe of 
means: Naaman he came to the Pro» 
pher » and the Propher bids him go to 
Jordan; and waſh ſeven times , and he 
ſhould be whole. Now he was vexed ar. 
chis, and why would not other waters 
do as well ? bur his ſervants incouraged 
him to aſe che means the Propher had 
preſcribed ; and ifhe had not,he might 
have gone a Leaper to his grave. So 
Chritt he rakes cl2y and ſpittle, and an- 
noints the eyes of the blind man there- 
with, and bids him go waſh in the wa- 
ters of Siloam » and he ſhould receive 
his fight : Now the negle& of the 
means the Lord 1s pleaſed ro provide 
for us, is enough co make us fall by the 
publike and common ftiroke. Thz 
children of 1ſrae!, as you read, As 
7.25, When' Moſes was full fourry 
years old, he ſappoſed that they would 
have underfiood he was to have been 


cheir Saviour , and that - they would Þ 


have taken hold of him for their deli- 
| verance on 
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verance at that time ; but chey did nor 


ſee the means propoſed, and did nor 
mak? ule of ir, and what followed ? 


-you ſhall find it was fourry yearsafrer 


Lefore he returned unto chem again, as 
you may ſee at verſ. 3o. This 1s plain, 
that Moſes did offer himſelf co them ar 
that time, as a deliverer appointed by 
God , bur they not ſee 1t , anJmake 
uſe of it, apd therefore they continus 
ed in their bondage fourty years more. 
I quoce chis,torell you that, you ought 
to look up unto the Lord for what 
means he doth allow, for che communi- 
cation of that mercy that we wait for, 
and by his providence he feems - to 
point out to us : That che negle& 
hereof may be the occaſion of our fal- 
ling, 

4. God doth ſomerimes ſuffer Saints 
to fall by common (icokes: to prevent 
[ne greater evils,as you have it{ſa.5 74 
The righteow periſheth and uo man lay-: 
th it ro heart, and merciful men are ta» 
ken away , none conſidering that they are 
taken away from the evil ro come. Truely 
God ſomerimes takes away his people 
In the beginning of a calamity , and 
at becauſe —_ are more dreadful 
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things behind ; and thar becauſe he 
would preſerve them from thar evil, he 
1s pleaſed to ſuffer chemo fall. 

And theie may ferve as an account 
why notwithſtanding Gods peculiar 
and ſingular care of his people, he ſuf- 
fers ſomerimes ſome of them ro fall in 
and by publike calamiries. 

And thus I have diſpatched the 
DoErinal part of this crurh , and 1 
ſhall conclude whar I have more to lay: 
tO1tin a little Application, 

Is this true 4 that God doth in a pe- 
culiar way in times of publick calami- 
ty look after his people ? 

I. Surely then ir ſhould fiir up all 
that have any mercy of this kind, to 
give the Lord the glory of his goods 
neſs, and ſpeak good of his name, that 
he is pleaſed thus to bear a hand upon 
his own people. | 

2. The Lord taking this care for his 
people , you onghr to ſerve himin the 
making uſe of any thing that he pre») 
ſcribes you in order $0 ſelf-preſervatr 
on, to Wait upon the Lord in watch- 
fulneſs and prayer ; and whateverſt 
means he dock dire& you unto » 1n Ole 
der to preſervation : Asthe life of ana 
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> ESaine 1s precious in his eyes , ſo ſhould. 
: Fic be in yours , and whatever God. 
looks upon as a mercy worth the be- 
towing, you ſhould look upon as worth 
the receiving : Ah ſouls ! ler me cell 
you » the judgements of God they 
are no flight chings , bur things that 
carry a great deal of dread along with 
them » and it is eminent kingnets (as I 
hope to ſhew you hereafter) ro be ſafe. 
y"Eguarded at ſuch times and under ſuch 
providences. 
*K 2. Ific be chus, that God in calami» 
- ty cakes a fingular care of his people 
you alſo ſhould rake fingular care to 
olorifie God , and anſwer his provi- 
dence and dehgne in and under com- 
mon calamicies ; Ever mark this , in 
whatever thing God ſhews . kindneſs 
unto his people , they alſo ſtand much 
ngaged to ſhew kindneſs nnto God, as 
5 Bl may with reverence phraſe ics that is» 
that they be careful co honor him. But 
you will ſay, How are wetocatrry itin 
ch a day ? | 
Why for anſwer, Firſt of all fludy 
etlthe judgement well ; when the hand of 
rEGod is abroad, do not (light it, do not 
Fake lighr of ic > bur ſee that 1t 18 
E. 2 Gods 
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Gods hand, and his hand in a more 
chen' ordinary way ; labor to ſee and 
be afteAted with that majeſty that 
ſhines forth in 1t : David ſaith, CAM 
fleſh rrembles for fear of thee , and | 
am afraid of all thy judgements, Pſal, 
I19. 120, He did nor look upon the 
judgements of God with a ſlight ſpirit, 
bur did ſee much of the glory of God 
ſhining therein. 

2. You are much ro ſtudy your own 
hearts ; ſuch dealings of God without 
you, do call upon you to be looking 
Within you » co be conſidering the 
frame of your ſouls ; it calls upon you 
loudly to be finding out the plague of 
your own heart, 1 Kg. $. 38. Every 
man 1s to findy his own hearr, to la- 
bor to know that , and ſee the ſinful- 
neſs, vileneſs,and wretchedneſs of that, 
I tell you ſouls, the judgements of God 
that are abroad are not things of an 
empty ſound, but they do ſpeak power- 
fully and plainly , and are loud calls of 
God unto youz that you ſhould makeit 
your buſineſs and the defign of yout 
ſouls, to Fe more acquainted with yout} 
ſelves then ever. 


-0 Zo nhe 


mm Dying Times. 53 
3- He calls ro you ro mourn over 
your own and: others abominations, 
Exch, 9.4. The ſpiric of God ſpeaks 
of them that mourn , ſigh and _ 
for the abominartions of the wicked 3 
that is it that the God of heaven calls 
for ar your hands. | 
And then la{ily, if this be a truth, 
dl that the Lord bears a ſpecial eye of fa - 
vour ro his people 1n rhe day of their 
n © calamityzthen lec every ſoul of you paſs 
It into the number of Saints. 
F There are three ſorts of perſons 1n 
el the world, and but one of the three 
u I char can promiſe chemſelves ſafety in a 
of | day of evil. 1. Openly prophane, 
y © 2.Secrer hypocrites; And 3.real Saints: 
z- © and of che three , 1t- 1s bur the latter 
l- © fort that can promiſe themſelves any 
tl ſecurity, 
0 1. Of the openly prophane , what 
1nÞ ſhall come of them? /ſa. 3.11. Wo to 
1-}} the wicked, it ſhall go il with thems ,*for 
of Þ the reward of their hands ſhall be grven 
tl ther. 19% > 9D. 
ut: 2. As for the ſecret hypoctices, what 
ur ſhall become of chem ? things ſhall go 
ll enough wich them alſo, as you have 
tin the prophecy of Iſaiah, The fin- 
Ip FRONTS 
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ſurpriſed the hypocrue, and who can 
dwell in ev ing burmngs ? 

But 3, Th Saints they ate the peo- 
ple that ſhall have the eſpecial kind» 
neſs of God over them; they are the 
people that God will look after z and 
therefore I recommend this to you, to 
make it your buſineſs to ſee that there 
be ſomething of God in you in truth, 
and that you may be found in a ſpitit 
ſuiring the providences of this day, 
and then the Lord may make you par- 
rakers of this ſpecial mercy of being 
preſerved in the time of common cala- 
miry. 

Which leads me to the third Do- 
Arine, namely, Thar ic is a grear honor 
and an eſpecial mercy 3 and that that 
Saints ſhould pur out earneſily for » to 
be preſerved and keptin times of com- 
mon calamity. 

In creating of which , I ſhall endea- 
your diltin&ly ro confirm theſe three 
things. 1. That ir is a great honor, 
wy great mercy. 3. Thatthe Saints 
ſhould pur: our hard for preſerva- 
non 'in a time of common cala- 
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For the firlt therefore, that it 1s a 
ereat honor to be preſerved, when 
God cometh forth with deſolating 
judgement : Methinks that Scripture 
carrieth much of weight in it, that 
you have Ger. 6.8. But Noah found 
grace im the eyes of the Lord : What is 
chat? Noah found favour 1n the eyes of 
God; that is-he was a man that became 
a favorite of God; he was one honored 
in the Court of heaven,lc is the known 
hgnificationof the term in our common 
language, ſuch a one finds grace in the 
fghr of his Prince, that 1s, he 1s his fa- 
yourite » and he is honored by him 2 So 
Neah he was one that God pur an ho+ 
nor upon ; and what was the honor? 1c 
was to make him a preſerved one in 
the time of that common calamity, Ir 
may appear if we confider three things, 
that it is a great honor to be preſerved 
In a deſolating calamity. . 

I. If you conſider this, That uſual- 
ly ſach as the Lord preſerves» they are 
ſuch upon whom there are ſome marks 
of honor found, or ( mind what I add 
more) ifany other be preſerved » 1t is 


for the ſake of chem upon whom ſome- 


thing is found oy honorable and 
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worthy. I ſhall clear up this from ma» 
ny inltances, that there 1s ſome excel- 
lent thing found in and upon thoſe 
whom the Lord uſually preſerves in a 
deſolating judgement ; and my firſt in- 
Rance is that of Noah,and you ſhall find 
ſomething in him very honorable and 
commendable : Noah fonnd favor with 
God, and whar was the reaſon that he 
ſhould be marked by God for this ſpe- 
clal (favour ? If you look Gey. 5. g. 
you ſhall find that Noah was a juſt 
man and perfect 1n his generation, and 
he walked with God: You muſt bear 
wich me if I take up alicrle time in in- 
fiſting apon this , that I may ſhew you 
the deſign I have herein. 

There were three excellent things 
found upon Noah, upon which account 
480d marked him our for the man 
hat ſhould be preſerved from this de- 
luge. | 
Tr, He was a juſt man, an upright, 
fincere, fingle-hearred man ; he was a 
man thac did in the truth of his ſoul 
follow God , which is an admirable 
thing : Hypocrifie and guile is one of 
the moſt diſhonorable things under 

+, lieaven ; I cell you ſouls:a bypocritical 
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profeſſor is worſe then a downright 

{inner ,. and fo the Lord himſelf” ac- 

BY counts bim, Pſa/. 51.6. Thou deſireſt 
| rruthinihe inward part, ane m the hid- 
8 act part thou ſhalt make me to u;der- 
1 /fard wiſdem; thou att, ſairh David, 

1 for limplicicy for fincetity andincegri- 
1 cy ; thar 1s a thing that cakes m.uch 
with the heart of God, Hypoctifie 1s 
one'of the worit things » and hath one 
of the ſadde#} iſſues and conſequences 
inthe world, and therefore bypocrites 
they are ſaid ro heap up wrath, in Fob 
36.13. Hypocrues w heart they heap np 
wrath : This jugling and falſe-hearted- 
neſs 15 a mol diſpleafing thing co God, 
and 1s of molt wrercaed- conlequence, 
for they ſhall nor -onely fall under 
wrath, but under heaps of wrath, that 
n © are found in this frame; they ſhallhaye 

2- | the indignation of God heaped upon 
' them 3 now I conclude on the ocher | 
» BY handſincericy is athing of great worth) 4 
2ÞK and this was tound upon Noah. 

ul 2. He was a perfect man inhis ge- 
nerations that is thus , he was perfeRt 
in the Gghr of men among whom te 
lived and converſed ; he Was ſuch, and | 
fo \ 42068 char none about big eng id . | 
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tell how to accuſe him ; he was a man 
chat gave them no jult offence, nor laid 
a (tone of {tumbling before thoſe thar 
lived abont him: the world ( as wicked 
aSit was ) could not fy that he gave 
them any 11 example , but he was vp- 
right in that wicked world ; nw this 
isa very honorable thing : I rell you 
many profeſſors do profeſſion . more 
hurt then good , and1t were well they 
were our of it, for they carry it ſo wic- 
| kedly and baſely, that they harden rhe 
hearrs of finners, and make them think 
111 of the ways of God: bur it is an 
excellent thing ſo to carry it, that they 
may be good examples : 1s not this 
Chrifis command ? Mat, 5. 16. Lex 
your light ſo ſhine , as that others ſee- 
ing your good works » may glorifie your 
Father which ts in heaven : carry itſo in 
the wofld, as that you may incou- 
rage all,and diſcourage none;thar is the 
meaning of it, that you may not be a 
hinderance unto any in their cloſing 
with and giving up themſelyes unto 
God. Pax! that ſervant of the Lord 
injoyned the {ame thing, 1 Cor. 10.32. 
Give none offence neither to Jew nor Gen- 


tile » nor to the Church of God ; carry. 
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ic ſo,that you may not juſtly caſt a one 
of ſtumbling in cheir way 3 this was 
found in Noah, and was a thing very 
honorable in him and it is commend- 
ed in others in that Lak. 1. and the 
beginning: it was the commendation of 
Zachary and El:zabeth, that they wal- 
ked in all the commandments of the 
Lord blameleſs;as you have ir in ver. 6. 
Obſerve what is commended in cheſe 
two perſons, what marks of honor 
were upon them » they were righteous 
before God ; a righteouſneſs they had, 
that was ſo inGods accountzandin their 
walking before men they wete blame- 
leſs , as ro commandments and ordi- 
nances. Mark this rext , there 1s a 
'* BE grear fault in many in the world; ewo 
r I forts of people eſpecially are to blame 
0 i by vercue of this Text : ſome walk in 
- E commandments , bur are not for ordi- 
e © nances; and ſome in ordinances, and 
2  notin commandments : whereas 1t is 
2 i the glory of a people to walk both in 
0 i commandments and in ordinances x my 
meaning is, the carrying of it ſoin the 
worſhip of God, and in your converſa- 
tions alſo among men » that they may 
pot have juſt occaſion of offetice. Now 
© OP! 
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60 Lruing Truths 
this was found upon Noah, he was juſt 
in his generation. 

And the other thing is this, And 
Noah walked with God, thar is the third 
honorable character upon Noah , He 
walked with God : What is thac ? rtrue- 
ly I chink walking wich God 1s the ha» 
ving friendſhip and acquaintance with 
God: Can two walk together unleſs 
they be agreed? ſaith Amos, 3. 3. Noah 
he had friendſhip and acquaintance 
with God, and therefore he could walk 
with him he could keep company with 
him : in walking together we have the 
company of one another ; this had 
Noab, he was 1n Gods way, he kept in 
his way. Alſo the having and main- 
raining peace and communion with 
God), is incendedin this walking with 
God.--We are apt to account it a great 
happineſs co have friendſhip wich great 
men; ſurely 1t is much more and a great 
deal berrer to have communion with 
the God of heaven 3 to have it and 
keep ir, is the great glory of a Chriſti- 
| an, This Noah had, and it was greatly 

his honor : Saith x Fohs 1, 3. Onr fel- 
lowſhip is with the Father and with bis 
Son Feſm Chriſt ; as if he ſhould have 
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ſaid, Brethren,we ace a people intereſt- 
ed in choice and excellent mercies, and 
we would invite you to a patt in them; 
but pray what 1s this choice mercy ? 
Why ic 1s this , We have fellowſhip with 
the Father through his Son Feſw Chriſt : 
A great honor to the ſouls that have ic ; 
and theſe were the honorable marks up- 
on this Noah. Now he was the man 
thar God pickt out to deliver and keep 
in this common calamity when all the 
world was drowned, he and thoſe that 
went upon his ſcore (for his family was 
taken in upon chis account) th2y- muſt 
be preſerved: and that is my firſt 1n- 
ſtance. | 

My ſecond 1s the inſtance of Lots/ a 
man-preſerved in a common calamiry 
and a few others for his ſake: Well, 
was there any honorable Charater 
found upon him ? Yes, there was, look 
2 Pet. 2.67, He delivered juſt Lot vex- 
ed with the filthy conver ſation of the wic= 
hed, 'Here is the honorable Character 
found upon Lot : He was juſt Lot, and 
juſt Lot vexed with the filthy conver k att- 
0nof thewicked: I ſhall onely alittle 

inf upon \that-clauſe, Yexed with the 


filthy: conver ſation of the wicked: 
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The fin of the world was a burthen 
co his ſoul» and that that he could 
hardly bear up under : You ſhall find 
chat 1s an excellenc frame » and that 
that G:d 1s pleaſed much co honor : 
ſaich David, Pſal. 139. 21. Do 1 net 
hate them that hate thee ? and am 1 not 
grieved with them that riſe up againſt 


thee ? Oh, ſaith he, Lord, thou knows 


elt my heart, and thou knowelt chat 
there 1s ſomething in me that thou 
prizeft, that is his meaning ; now what 
15 it ? Why, ſaith he, they thar grieve 
God,rthey grieve me roozthey that carry 
ic ſo as that they are a burrhen to the 
Spitit of Grace , they are alſo a bur - 
then to my ſpirit, 1 cannot bear it : 
And hence he cryeth ovt in Pſal. 120. 
5. Wo 1s-me that I ſajourn in Meſech,that 
I dwell in the tents of Kedar ; that 18, 
that I dwell among a wicked ungodly 
people, a people whereby God 1s 
oreatly diſhonored ; wo 1s me that my 
lot is- caſt among ſuch a people: This 
was the honorable charaCter found up- 
on Let, he was grieved with the-filthy 
converſation of the Wicked: theretore 


God matkes him outs: and would. not [| 
ſuffer bim-'to-. fall, by:-thas jndge> 


aC, 


— Ven arw_r corocn Ger ws. mm 4a ©. eas aka 


in Dying Times, 

My next inſtance is , that of Caleb 
and Joſhua, upon them were alſo ſome 
matks of honor, upon Caleb eſpecially, 
Numb. 1 4. 24. But my ſervant (aleb, 
hecanſe he had another ſpirit , and hath 
followed me fully, &c. Here was Calebs 
mercy his going inco Cazaan , and the 
honor put vpon him , was his not fal- 
ling in the wilderneſs among the many 
thouſancs that fell,' but he mult go into 
the good land. 

His honorable characters were theſe 
two. Firſt, he was a man of another 
ſpitic. Secondly, He had followed God - 
fully. 

I. He wasa man of another ſpirit, 
of a more excellent ſpiric then the rett 
of 1ſrael : I,lert me tell you a man of a 
more excellent ſpirit then ſome of rhe 
wotthies of 1ſrael : Tohave ſome ex- 
cellency of ſpiricy is one of the malt 
excellent things in che world ; a man 
1s truely excellent - according to the 
excellence of his ſpiric » and that was 
found upon Caleb. Moſes was a_man of 
a very 200d ſpiric, yer (it ſeems) (ale# 
was of a more excellenr ſpirit then hes 
'Ifay, Hoſes was a man of a very good 
ſpirit Nun. 12.3. New the man Moſes 
"TSR WAS 
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64 Liung Truths 
was very meek above allthe men on the 
face of. the earth; he had great meek- 
neſs of ſpirir, which 1s one : of the moſt 
exceilent ſpirits in the world : See 
whar refiimony God gives of ſuch in 
that 1 Pet. 3-4. The ornament of a meek 
end quiet ſpirit, which 1s im the ſight of 
God of great price, Now, | ſays Moſes 
be had this excellence of a meek ſpirit, 
and yer it ſeems Caleb had ſome greater 
excellency of ſpi:ir then he ; for - Moſes 
dyeth in the wilderneſs and Caleb i; 
chrrindd unto Canaan: thi was one of 
the marks upon him , he was a man of 
a more excellent ſpirit : Andthe other 
was, be followed God fully, What 
15 che meaning of thar ? Iris this, he 
he was for all ſorts of work, eafie and 
hard,and all rogerher,never made a dif- 
ficulry where God made none ; 3 What- 
ever God called him to, rhat he was 
for. You ſhall find wherein he did diſ- 
cover his following of-God fully,Nam. 

13-31. When che bad ſpies came and 

brought an ill report on the good land, 

and cryed there are great difficulcies; 
we ſhall never be able ro encounter | 
wich them : Now Caled he diſcayers 
his excellency , and ſhews that he ws 
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in Dying Times, 65 
'4 man of another ſpicic; ſaith he in 
Numb. 14-657. Ic is an excellent good 
land ; and in Chap. 1 3.30» ſays he, We 
are well able to overcome 1t : in this he 
followed God fully , refolving accor- 
ding to the call of God, though the 
difficulty were ever ſo great: a hearc 
to follow God, and following of him 
through all difficulcies, was the excelt- 
lency of this Caleb. Here is a man 
thar followed God co purpoſe , this 
excellence was upon him, and he is the 
man muſt go to Caraaento poſleſs the 
2ood land , though Moſes and Aaron 
malt dye by the way. In Eztk, g. 145 
you have there an Angel commithon- 
edro 209 forth and ſer a mark npon the 
foreheads of thoſe that ftgh and cry 
for the abominations that were com- 
mitted in that day : Here are ſome 
men muſt be ſpared 5 Who are they, 
pray? They ace a people ſigning for 
the abominations of cheir day; ſuch a 
ſpirit as'Lot had s vexed for the abomt- 
Maacions of their time , cherefore chefe 
mult be preſerved # and this is what LE. 
\ Wſhall ſay coche firlt head, chacic isan 
"MY tonor to be preſerved it is ſo from 
ibis conſideration, har uſually po”, 
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-preſerves none in ſuch a ſeaſon, but 
thoſe upon whom there 18 ſomzrthing of 
excellence to be found ; or if others; it 
is for the ſake of thoſe upon whom 
thoſe honourable Characters are 
found, 

2, It is a great honor to be preſer- 
ved from common calamicy » 1f you 
conſider , thac thoſe that he doth pre- 
ſerve are uſually ſuch as he doth mean 
co honor with himſelf for ever ; or if 
he do honor others with this mercy , it 
1s for the ſake of thoſe that he intends 
co honor with himſelf for ever: There 
was a kind of typ'fying cut of this» In 
the flaying the firtt-born of Egypt: 
At thar time , who mult be preſerved? 
Why Iſrael : Now all 1ſrae! were 
Types of Gods own people, and In 
that God did Typically toretell what he 
would do in aftertime , eſpecially 10 
the latter times » that his ſaved ones 
{ſhould be his true [ſrac/. There 153 
Scripture I will recommend. to you 
make whar uſe of it the Lord ſhall of, 
YOu» Iſa. 4.3. 4nd it ſhall come to paſa 
that he that ef; in Zion, and be 
remaineth in Jeruſalem ſhall be: call 
boly;even every one thas is wrizten am 
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the Irving in Jeruſalem:Now what time 
doth this relate unto ? Ir was a time of 
oreat deltruftion, as you have it Chap, 
Nl 3-26. Her gates ſhall lament and mourns 
i 414 ſhe being deſolate ſhail fit upon the 
ground ; andin verſ. 25. Thy men ſhall 
fall by the (word , and thy mighty men m 
1 war : Now in this deſolation ſome ſhall 
"K eſcape, and who ſhall chey be ? What 
1 fort of men ſhall chey be ? Mark what 
[YI be ſays, and make of ir as much as the 
[ Lord ſhall help you ; they that eſcape. 
bY of 1/rael, they that are lefr in Son; 
El and they chat remain in Jer»ſalens ſhall 
nll be called holy ; that 15zſhall be holy,for 
"= Cod calls things as they are, or he will 
1 make them to be what he calls chem : 
And is that all ? No, ſach as are writer 
among the lIrying,or (as the word may te 
rendred) ſuchas are Written to life in 
Jeruſalem: written to life , 1 che ſame 
wich being wricten in the Lambs bookof 
lifezſuch as he will make holy,they ſhall 
be the eſcapedzrhey ſhall be preſerved.l 
v8 will give you another text, Mar,24-22» 
Ic ſpeaks of rhe tribulations of rhe lat- 
ter times , moſt dreacful chings ; And 
What then ? Excepe theſe days be ſhort-+ 
ned; no fleſh (hail ge. 8 They ſhould 
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be ſuch as ſhould cur off every ſonl 
from the earch ; bur God hath an ele& 
upon whom his heart 1s ſer, and for 
cheir ſakes ic ſhall be ſhortned. The 
meaning of the text , Iraketo be this, 
there ſhall be dreadful cribularions in 
the latter days» ſuch as if they were ler 
run on their courſe , wonld cut off eve- 
ry ſoul ; bur they ſhall be ſo cut ſhort, 
that a people written unto life ſhall 
our-live chem. Andifthis be ſo, ſure- 
ly itisagreat honor ro out-live com- 
mon calamities , eſpecially in the lat- 
rer days, into which we are come , or 
unto Which we are drawing nigh a- 
Pace. 

But one thing more, a third argu- 
meng 1s this, it is an honorable rhing co 
have preſervation in times of common 
calamiry , if you conſider, That ſuch 
who are ſopreſerved , are preſerved to 
very honourable ends z God doth nor 
preſerve them for nothing, but to ver 
honorable ends; the Prophet Iſa, 60. 
tells us of dreadful providences, ver. 
I5, 16. For bebald;the Lord will come 
with fire.&c. Well, ſhall any. eſcape ac 
that day ? Yes there ſhall, if you look. 
tO verſe 14s And when ye ſee this » your” 
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heart (hall rejozce;&c. The hand of the 
Lord chart ſhall be known to his friends 
for their preſervation , to his enemies 
for their deſtruction ; bur to what end 
will he reſerve them that he doth pre- 
ſerve ? That you have in ver/. 19, 1 
'will ſet a ſign among them, aud1 mill 
ſend thoſe that eſcape of them to the na= 
tions ; the eſcaped people , what ſhall 
they be for ? They ſhall be co make 
known, ſer up, and advance the glory 
of God, and to cell of his wondrous 
workings. 1 confeſs , that I conceive 
this text doth relate tothe Jewiſh Na- 
tion ; bur there ſhall be a remnant 
preſerved , and the reſerved are reſer- 
ved co honorable ends, ro make known 
much of God, to reveal and ſpeak of 
bis glory : To which add that Jer. 50. 
28, you read of ſome that eſcaped 
there in that day of diftreſs ; and 
what do they eſcape for? It is to de- 
clare in Zion the vengeance of the Lord ; 
they are a remnanr reſerved to ſpeak / 
the praiſe of God, to magnifie and 
-admire-him 1n the diſpenſarions of his 
providence.; and therefore being re- 
' ſerved to honorable ends  itis an ho» 
F 3 note 
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-norable preſervation : That is che firſt 


ming in the DoRrine. 
2. AS1t1s at honor, fo ic1s an eſpe- 


ciall mercy, to be preſervedin times of . 


publike judgements; it 1s not like the 
honor of this world , which 1s bur an 
empry blaſt of breath » but ſuch as1s a 
mercy as well as an honor :; and, Oh 
how great is the mercy of ſurviving, 
and out-living common calamities ! I 
ſhall briefly ſhew your 18 great mer- 
cy » and ir will be evidenced in the 
confideration of fix or ſeven particu- 
lars. 

I. Ic appears to be ſo, from the 
chankfulneſs of choſe that have been 
preſerved : You ſhall find ſome ſouls 
have been much raken with the cood- 
neſs of God, and have admired his 


kindneſs in the delivering a people - 
from common calamity, David in tis 


time under a common diftreſs, how 
doth he adri1re the grace of God , that 
ſhined forth in bjs preſervation? What» 
ſaich David, they cut off, and I alive ! 
Whar have done? theſe ſheep what 
have they done? Ezra 9.9, $. here was 


_ _ @ reſerved people , a people brogght 


dot 


back from Captivity , and what 


Exrs 
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£z1a ay? Oh, ſaith he,it ts great grace, 
there's abundance of mercy in it, that 
we ſhould be preſerved, that the Lord 
ſhould keep us alive, and hath not ſuf- 
fred us to fall in our bondage, bur hath 
oiven us a nailin his houſe. Now che 
thankfulneſs of a people delivered 
from ſuch calam1:y»is a great ground to 
think 1c a great mercy » Jer. 20.17. 
Sing unto the Lord, praiſe ye the Lord, 
for he hath delivered the ſoul of the poor 
from the hand of evil doers. Now that]. 
ſay that the people of God are ſo thank- 
ful for, and do praiſe God for, certainly 
It 1s a great Mercy. 

2. Itis a gceat mercy to be preſer- 
red in common calamittes , 1f you con» 
ider this well , that thongh God may 
ind ſome honorable things upon his 
people , that. he is pleaſed to honor 
wich preſervation, yet (1f he would 
look throughly ) he might find ſome= 
thing in them thar might provoke him 
toler them fall with others: Ir 1s true, 
God when he doth preſerve, doth find 
ſomerhing honorable upon thoſe char 
be doth preſerve , ic is {o for the moſt 
patt.; as he found faich in Jeremah, a 
Bing. and recumbency upon him» 
7” "Ow | F 4 ; and | 
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and therefore honored him with pre- 
ſervation, In Pſal. g1. the Lord foung 
three things honorable upon a p2ople, 
ro which he annexech a promiſe of pre- 
ſervation ; one you have verſ. 9, 10, 
He finds faich there,and char he honors 
with a promiſe of preſervation ; and 
inthe 11,12, He ſhall give bis angels 
charge over thee to keep thee in all thy 
ways : Here he finds a people walking 
wich him, and therefore he promiſerh 
th:m prelervation. Now if God do find 
any thing of excellence upon a people, 
yer how ofren 1s ircold and dead, and 
at a very low ebb? if he finds faith, 
How much of unbelief is there in the 
ſoul ? Alſo if he finds him walking 
with God, how. much tucning aſide? 
And 1s it not great mercy that Godis 
yet pleaſed to crown them with preſer- 
vation, becauſe he finds but ſome ſmall 
matter of excel[ency upon them ? You 
ſhall ſee how David ſpeaks,P/al.1 30.3 
If thow ſhouldeſt mark, iniquities , Oh 
Lora, who ſhall tand ? That is, if thou 
comeſlt to ſearch us throughly , and 
reſolveſt ro de. according to. all rhat 
thou ſeelt in us, who then ſhall Rand? 
Bu: it is the kindneſs of God, that. he 
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doth not mark all iniquity , and doth 
not look upon every miſcarriage of his 
poor peoples he covers meny of them ; ; 
theretore in Lam. 3. how much are 
they there taken with Gods mercy ? 
It ts of the Lords mercies that we are not 
conſumed , becauſe bis compaſſions fail 
not, verſ, 22. 

3. Itisa great metcys if you conſider 
Gods preſet vations are ſpecial kind- 
neſſes, a great deal of love goes there- 
[W with: Hezahiah when he "was fic k of 
| che Plague , Godcarryeth kim through 
| it, be did nor let him fall by it ; and 
,  whar ſaichhe? Iſa. 38.17. Thou haſt 

not lec me fall, bur haſt kept me » and 
2M chou haſt done it in love to my ſoul : 
NN Andco this ade rhar 2 King.19430,31- 
$H Markir, the g4ſ714» (I chinkic was ) 
- that did hardly beſtead poor [ſrael , 
who were greatly diſtrefled by them ; 
well, but ſaich God , Ont of Sion ſhall 
go a remnant, and ſome (hall e{cape ; but 
how 2? . Wiy, the zeal of the Labd of 
hoſts ſhall perform.ut. That 1s his love 
and care ſhall be ingaged for a rem- 
nant 3 ſo'thar ir is great mercy to be 
preſerved, and that becauſe God dorh 
) preſerve great kindneſs, 


% 
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4+ Itisa great metcy , if you conſi- 


der that God oft ſhews a great deal of 
mercy torhe ſouls of rhem that do eſ- 


cape © in /ſa, 4. you ſee what a mercy 


dor'» upon the ſouls of thoſe that 
ſhould remain in $9»: in verſ. 4. The 
eſcaped remnant ſhall nor carry their 
droſs along with chem » bur God will 
cake away their drols,2nd do away their 
filth : this ſhall be che mercy of this 
eſcaping remnant : and ſo Mal, 3. 2,3. 
Who may abiae the day of his coming ? 
and who ſhall tand when he appeareth ? 
Why, what 1s it makes that day ſo ter- 
rible ? Oh this is it, He ſhall fit as a re» 
s fire, and as Fullers ſoap * In verſ. 
6. Oh! ſaich he, when I come in my 
dreadful calamities and judgements , 
Faceb ſhall not be conſlumned ; Why 
nor ? what ſhall chen be done upor 
him ? He will rake away their droſs , 
and their Tynn , and purife them a3 
Gold and Silver , that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righrteoul- 
neſs ; and truely this is more then to 
eſcape : to eſcape 1s not ſo. much, asto 


ed from 


0 be our of trouble,/and fre 


the Lord ſhews, and What good he' 


' eſcape ic and your corruption $00 ; \ 
_—. 
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in too , this is a mercy of mer- 
cies. 

5. Great mercy to be preſerved in 
and through a common calamity, in - 
zs much as ic gives farther opportunicy 
to ger the ſoul into a better order, to 
mourn over paſt miſcarriages : for the 
ſoul of the beſt , and the frame of the 
belt had need be beuter ; and he char 
out-lives a calamity) lives coa farther 
opportunity of gerting his heart ber= 
ter prepared 3 ſaith David, Oh ſpare me 
4 lutle, that 1 may recover my ſtrength 
before 1 go hence and be no more ſeen. 
Length of time 1s an advantage to get- 
tins more of (irength, and they that 
re wiſe whom God hath deltvered, 
they ſhould improve it, Ezek. 6. $, 9g. 
Tet willT leave a remnant,&c, This im- 
provement ſhall the eſcaping remnant 
make of their eſcaping , they ſhall 
mourn over thelr hearts and ways at a 
Yrearer rate then ever : So Ezek. 7.16, 
But they thay eſcape of them ſhall eſcape, 
d ſhall be on the mountains like doves of 
the valleys, all of them mourning every 
me for bo iniquity, The beſt of Saints, 
BU am perſwaded, that God carries 
- Fffirongh common calamity, they do 
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there & thence rake opportunity of loo. 
kivg into their hearts more throughly , 
and bemoaning them 1n the preſence of 
God, Theyſhall monrn every one for hu 
wiquity 3 and 18 nor this a mercy, to 
have a reſerve of time to mourn 0- 
ver their wales in the preſence of 
God ? 

6. Itis a mercy, if you conſider the 
reſerved people area reconciled peo- 
ple; uſuilly God is well pleaſed with 
rhemgand pacifi2d towards them,as- He- 
z:kiah (24d in the text I quored to-you 
Juſt now, Iſa.38.17. Beholayfor peace [ 
had great bitterneſs,but thou haſt i love 
to m) ſoul, delivered it from the pit of 
corruption » for thow haſt caſt all my ſins 
behind thy back; This is uſually Gods 
method ; a people rhat he reſerves 
through calamity » to them he pardons | 
all iniquity » with them he 1s art peace, i | 
and unto them he is pleaſed graciouſly | 
to be reconciled. So Fer. 50.20, 1 will | | 
pardon them whom I reſerve ; 1 will not | 
onely reſerve them » bur I will pardon I | 
them : that is a mercy,and double mer- 
cy, to be a teſerved and a: pardoned | 

{ 
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7. It is a great mercy to be preſer- 
ved rhrongh publike calamiries, if yo 
conſider God often makes the 1ſſue of 
it the inabling the ſoul to be more for 
God, and to walk more wich him than 
ever at former times» /ſa, 37. 31. And 
the remnant that ts eſcaped of the houſe 
of Fulah , ſhall again take root down- 
wards,and bear fruit upward : It hatha 
ſpirirual as well as 2 litteral ſence, no 
doubt , They ſhall be a rooted people, 
and alſo a fruitful people: 1t is a mer- 
cy when God makes the iflae of cheſe 
Diſpenſations , che purging of us;. to 
make. us bring forth more fruit; the 
fire of affliion, a means for their pur- 
ing, and conſequently of their beating 
more fruic co th- praiſe of God: So 
Iſa. 10.20,21. And it ſhall Come to paſs 
in that day, the remnant ſhall returnyeven 
the remnant of Facob to the mighty God. 
We are apt co be running from God, 
bur there ſhall be an eſcaping remnant, 
and what ſhall the 1flue of ir be? They 
that rerurn unto the Loxd , God ſhall 
have more of cheir hearts then ever he 
had before, This is a great mercy» and 


doubtleſs the ſoul ſhould admire ir, and 
ſkek ir; which leads. me to the chird 


__ _ thing 
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thing 1n the DoQrine » namely that ic 
1s that that gracious ſouls ſhould pur 
out hard after, to be delivered and 
. preſerved in the rimes of publike cala- 
miries. 

You ſhall find ſometimes the people 
of Go have been very earnelt for the 
dive ring 2 judgementzfor the taking of 
ic off if 1c. r:1ghr bez that was the caſe of 
eAtraham, Oh how he pleads for poor 
Sodom! And in times when that can- 
not be prevailed for » how do the peo- 
ple of God ſue for particular preſerva- 
tion ! Thar they may be the ſpared 
p:ople ; the Prophet Feremiah begs 
this meicy from God, Jer. 17. 16 17» 
As for me, I have not haftenea,&c. Oh, 
ſatcs he I have not done any thing to- 
ward the pulling down of theſe 
cronbles : I have not indeavoured to 
haſten them 3 Lord Jer not me feel 
the dread and terror of them : here 1 
ſay the good man is begging for an im- 
munity and freedom» for a particulat 
preſervation In times and days of evil : 
So David, Pſal. 71. 2. He 1s alſo lodg- 
Ins 1ome requetis in the boſom of the 
Lord, Deliver me in thy righteouſneſs, 
canſe me to eſcape ; lt me be of the 


 eſcap- 
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be delivered fromthe rage of the King 
| of Afria, and may nor fall by che- 


en Dying Times: "9 
eſcaping fide, and in the number of 
choſe whom thou wilc preſerve ; and 
ſo alſo 1n-the prophecy of Foe/ , ſuch 
kind of counſel 1s given,in Joe! 2. There 
was a day of great dilireſs and trouble 
in verſe 1. Blow ye the trumpet in Sion, 
&c, Well, bur what mult we do at ſuch 
atime ? why in verſ,19, Let the Prieſts 
the emunſters of the Lord ſtand between 
the Temple and the Altar, andcry, Lord 
ſpare thy people, &c, Whatever thou 
doeſt, and whatever (ad providences be 
abroad , Oh, ſaich he Spare thy people : 
That was the thing they ſhould ſeek 
and begs at the hands of God; and 
traely could we pray more, and ſeek 
more » who knowerth what might be 
done ? In 1ſa. 37. you find there King 
Hezekzah ſends to the Propher , and 
bids him lift-up a prayer for the remain- 
Ing remnant , at verſe 4. It may be the 
Lord thy God will bear,&c. Wherefore 
lit upthy prayer for the remnant thac 
1s left; Here are ſome eſcaped out of 
the hand of the King of 4fr:i« , Oh, 
ſaith he, Pray uncorhe Lord , and beg 
hard , that chis eſcaping remnant may 
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ſtroke. of his hand : Thus we ſhould 
beg tor preſervation in times of com- 
mon calamity : how and inwhat mans» 
ner,and at what rats thisprayer is to be 


managed, will be ſhewed in the next 
Do@:ine. And if you would know the 


reaſon why we ſhould beg this mercy, 


much mighc be ſaid , bur onely this 
{ball ſuffice. 

I. Becauſe it 18 a mercy of great 
worth, andtherefore ſhould be great- 
ly ſought ; and alſo I mighr ſay, iris 
the proper means to fetch down this 
and every other mercy ; and therefore 
if we would have 1ty we mult fer co the 
ſeeking of it. 

Burt here an Objection may be made 
again(t what I have ſaid , If we ſhould 
beg preſervation in times of common 
calamity, what ſhall we ſay of David ? 
2Sam.24.17. And David ſpake unto the 
Lord,&c. 1 have been ſhewing you that 
Saints ſhould beg preſervation in com- 
mon calamities, and David hete he 
begs deſliruftion, Anddid he do well in 
it 2 I ſay,he begs he may be deſtroyed, 
or at lea(t ir feems asif he d1d ; he doth 


nor ſay : Lord preſerve me and my fa- 


thers houſe , but, Let thine hand be 
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againſt me, 1 pray thee, and againſt ny 
Ethers houſe ; and-rherefore now thatl 
we reconcile theſe, and bring chem'td= 
ether ? 

I anſwer therefore in tvoor three 
things plainly chiuis. 

1. David he ſpeaks this, becauſe he 
ſuppoſed that a ſir1&nels of Jultice re- 
quired it ſhould beſo; he 1c was th-t 
was the onely offending perſon) » ic was 
the numbering the people chart cauſed 
God ro ſend this judgement, ard that 
Daviddid, and no body elſe, cherefore 
he could not but confeſs that in ſtrift« 
neſs of jultice he ſhould have 'dy= 
ed, and the people have lived,” and 
therefore he could not but ſay » Lord 
let thy hand be upon me , but as for 
theſe ſheep what have they done ? 

2. Tois is to be contidered, that iris 
a particular caſe, we have nor thelike 
of ic that I know ;z 1c was the puniſh« 
menc of a 'pa-ticular fins and David 
had choſen the puniſhment , he had 
ſabmieted himſelf 10 it ; and before- 
hand given himſelf up to the iroke of 
God ; for the Prophet comes unto him, 
ind rells him, he had Ginned ,- and now 
be mit Fall under one of the chree 
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Judgements,. ſword, famine , or peſti- 
lence ; and therefore, ſich he, Lec us 
have the Peſtilence ; it was his own 
fin , and he choſe the judgement , 
and therefore hs ſuppoſed it was his 
due to _ becauſe he, had fin- 
ned. . 
6 And 3. It argues his preat love to 
the people , he would willingly have 
dyedif their lives might have been ſ- 
ved 3 and I know not but anocher 
mighc ſay in ſuch a.caſe, Lord, if the 
hand of God being upon me 3 might 
{ave many others, let it beſo: Not that 
he.did. @mply defire co fall under the 
ſttoke , bur conditionally, if | his life 

nuehe. lave the, lives of others : But 
this was a particular caſe. . Now the 
judgement of Godas i it comgs among 
us, : WE: know. nOLWho It 1 patriculatly 
poinceg at z, It, 1s; our duty-In che mean 
time to ſeck. unto:God that; we,may be 
his. hidden ones in the day .of bis ate 

Ch, . 
- | Thus1| have proaches the dodring 
patty the Application now Iemains. 
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in Dying Times. 83 
Then whac ſhall we ay to the deſpe- 
tare wickedneſs of thoſe char run them- 


| 

LY ſelves upon che judgements ot Gad ? 
» | 1 mean, that do the things, 4nd go on 
$ 


deſperarely in the (ins that teldom tind 

an eſcape under inch judgements ? Ah 

my friends, we are a people with whom 
d | Godis conrending) tis hand is lifted up» 
© | Oh that thete were none found among 
* | 8s pertinaciouſly going on 1n thoſe def 
TY perate ways of tif and ;Ebellion, chaC 
e I ace uſually arcended with deſiruRtion 
and defolarion. My triends, Jer me 
i cell you, the men that adhere ro y and 
©} ace found readily going on in the ways 
ic YN of fin, that provoke. to -detofation » 
ur } their 'caſe is vety deſpetate': Oh chat 
ie we could all wich brokenneſs of heart 
"has over ſuch a generation! That 
we could lay their eaſe to heart ! Iris 
dreadful 'thing to: [Rand before rhe 
&Þ firoke of Divite indignation, a dread< 
fullching ro dare the God: of ' heaven 
to his face £6 bid'defiance to him, asif 
BY he ware noc a God of | power yas if 
there-were no dread in his judgements, 
w'if fanding before his rebuke were 
Yit'eake marrer. Bur you will ſey, Are 
tfere” any ſ0' deiperate in common 
29 G z cala 
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calamities to dare God to his face ? I 
wiſh there were none. Bur I ſhall cell 
you of fix or ſeven things that God 
hath reſolved thoſe that be found under 
ſuch fins, they ſhall not be of the e+ 
caping remnant, 
I. Such as grievouſly corrupt the 
worſhip of God;when he cometh forth 
in ways of judgement he ſometimes 
determines 2gain{t them that they ſhall 
not eſcape, Ezch.5.1051 1, Wherefore a 
IT live ſaith the Lord God , becauſe thou 
haſt defiled my Saultuary with thy de- 
zeftable things » mine eyes ſhall not ſpare, 
&c.Oh miſerable! how (ad 1s the caſe of 
ſuch a people? I will follow thee with- 
out mercy » thou fhalt have no mercy 
in ſuch aday : bere is the fin, grievous 
corrupting the worſhip.of God, :and 
Gods determination concerming ſuch 
he will deſitoy them utterly : Oh Rand 
at a diſtance from ſuch a people ,- tir. will 
be fad ro: have: any thing ro do with 
them in ſuch aday,' Iſa. 13-19, | gAnd 
| Babylonthe glory of Kingdoms,8c,' And 
at verſ, 15. Every one that ts fonnd ſhall 
be thruſt through, and every. one that 
is joyned to-her ſhal be thruſt through:&c: 
2.- Corruption in. worſhip , "ay 


” 


Y 


Q. = o5 od ns. S wo ts. bY _- 


£5 ow 2 


» LAKE. CS wr oO 


»> WW _O©»þ), a= Wo wm S- 


RY 


wy 


SS 5 D-8 = dT RATCY no =- 


10. duely minding of themwherther in 


mn Dying Times. 35 
God hath wicneſled againſt : when God 
comes to judge for ſuch things, there 1s 
ſeldom any eicaping, jer.11.10,11,12» 
They are turned back_ to the iniquity of 
therr forefathers &c. Marksſaies God, 
they live 1n the fins of their fore-fa- 
thers » fins that I miſliked,, reproved, 
and puniſhed in them ; and 7 berefore 
thus ſatth the Lord,l will bring evil upon 
them that theyſhall not eſcape;nayzhough 
they cry tome, 1 will not hear them: 
though chey would then come ro mes 
and f-wn upon me and be glad of pro- 
tetion and preſervation , I will not 
hear them z and wo tro them upon 
whom this lot lights, I may allude ro 
that that you have in Ezra 9.14 Should 
we again break. thy commandments, and 
Jon our ſelves in affimty with the people 
w theſe abominations? &c. Mark , we 
were 'a vile people, and lived in a 
great many fins , what then ſhould we 
return unto them again ? if we ſhould 
do fo, the vengeance of God would 
reſt upon us , ſo that we ſhould be ſure 
there ſhould ſcarce be any eſcaping for 
us. 

2, Sinning under Gods Warnings , 


86 Living Truths 
his wo-d, or by his works ; ſuch a peo- 
ple {hill eſcape very batdly, if at all 
jer 13.10 This evil people which refuſt 
to hear my words\&c, A 1Nv T1314 
Then ſhall thou ſay unto them, 1 will daſh 
them one ale | another, &c. It 18 a 
dreadtul thing to (in againſt fair warn- 
ing, | will rvine them vicerly : Yeait | 
the warning be by the works of God; | 
Whar then ? Why if there be nor 
warning taken , what will come of it? ſh. 
Iſa + IIs TI2o Wo to them that rile up | 
early, &c. But revard nat the works of 
the Lord nor conſider the operation of hu 
hands. | beſeech you mindir ; by the | 
works of God, I underſtand his works 
of p'ovidence , by whic1 he ſpeaketh I} * 
rer't'le things: Well, what co they I} 
do in ſuch a d\ y ? Why they drown all 
theſe voices in their cups ; Now whaL 
ſh4jl come of theſe ? thar you have in 
Perl 31.4 Therefore my people are gone 
znto captivity, &c, It is atull rext ro my. 
purpoſe ; a people that God warns oy 
his word and by his works » an 
would nor take warning : Hell I 
opened her mouth, &c. they ſhall go by 
thouſandsto hell and torhe orave : » for 
the original word fignifieth both. ST 
| pac c- 
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4+ Covenant-breaking is a ſin, thax 
where-eve: God finds it , in the day.of 
his judgements , they -upon Whole 
$kircs this (in 1s found, do hatcly eſcape, 
In Jer. 34. 8. If you read on ſeveral 
verſes, you ſhall find that Zedekiah 
made: a covenant, and he atter breaks 
the Covenant ; and fee what comes 
of breach of covenant, in verſ. 17, 
18, Therefore thus faith the Lord, 
&c. This' ſhall be your, judgement, 
lays he, the judgement of the God of 
heaven (hall be ſure co light upon you 
that have broken the Coven int : look 
Ezek.17.15z16 But he rebelled againſt 
, | bim, &c. Shall he break the covenant 
If and be delivered? (urely no ſuch mat- 
| er, 
| 5+ Hard dealings wich che people of 
. | God, which is ſucha (in that when 
; | God comes to deal for it , thoſe that 
\ #re found in thar fin hardly eſcape, 
\ || There 1s much in the Scripture to this 
purpoſ- 3 you have one pzflage very 
ſyicable in ;er. 25, 12313, 14. And it 
fl (bait ome to paſs when ſeventy years are 
N «ccompliſhed, &c. It is a ſtrange Sctipe 
ture, if you conſider it well : The peo 
ple of 1ſrael by Gods ordination were 
G a 
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to be ſeventy years captive in Babylon, 
and yers faicn he , when this capriviry 
ſhall have an end, I will be ſure to 

uniſh chem, that 15 Babylon, they ſhall 
be ſu'e not toeſcape the ſad p oviden» 
ces that God will bring them under, 
Now tho'gh perſecutors in perſecution 
do nothing bur by Gods permiſſion, yer 
he will puniſh chem for 1t; and the rea- 
ſon is in £zek,:25,15 Þ will deſtroy 
them utterly, I will cut off the rem»ant, 
&-. Why 1o? Bceciule though I put 
my people into their hands, they did 
nt deal with you, becaule I cur them 
vpon it » hut they ated from a prin- 
ciple of rage and malice. And truely, 
ſouls, whoever are found under any 
\ ſach (ins as theſe, rhe Lord give them 
repentance , Or it is like to go very ll 
wich them : thar is the firtt thing in che 
Uſe, how deſperate is the folly of ſuch 
who confend with G:2d, with whom 
there 1s no conten: ing, and do daring- 
Jy venrure upon thoſe fins that God 
will be ſure to paniſh, 

2. Ir eſcaping ſuch a mercy? well 
then ſouls, let us look homeward ; 
what honourable marks have we upot 
us, that may give us ground to ons we 
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Sa Dying Times. 3g 
ſhall eſcape ? My friends, I muſt deal 
faithfully wich you, and ler us confider 
if we ſhoulo be weighed in the balance , 
whart lictle reaſon may moſt of ns have 


' to hold up our beads on high , and co 


be found with confidence of an eſcape 
in ſuch a day as this 15! Dare we ſay 


. we have ſome of theſe honorable marks 


ppon 1s Which God hath been pleaſed 
ro honor with preſervation in times 
paſt? Ic is not good to build a confi- 
dence too haſtily , but ir is good ro ſee 


upon what good ground we do conclude 
our preſervation, 


Ler me ſpeak a licrcle home to your 
.conſciences » and ask your ſouls theſe 
quettions, 

I. What ſence have you upon your 
ſouls of the fins of the generation a- 
mong whom yau live ? Ic was an hoe 
norable chataRer found upon Let, that 
he was grieved with the filthy convers 
ſation of the wicked ; and upon them 
in Ezekiel, That they dia ſigh and magirs 
far the abominations and the evil of that 
day:Now is this mark vpon youthart the 
oreat burthen of your ſopls is the fin 
& wickedn2{s ofthe days1n which your 
lot is catt ? It is worth the confidering 


— 
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and inquiring into your hearts aboue 
it? Bur if you ſhould ask me how 
ſhould I know whether my heart be af- 
fected with the abominations of the 
day in which you live ? 

1. Do you mourn in ſecret becauſe 
of thoſe abominarions ? lates the Pro- 
pher Jerem-ahin Chap.1 3.179.If you will 
wot hear, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret,&c, 
Can you ſzy when you come into the 


preſence of God in ſecret , not onely 


your own, but orhe:s tins aft-& your 
heart > You know Godis as eminently 
diſhonored in this Nation » as he bath 
been in mo't Naitons of the world ; 
as notorious deſperare finning againſt 
lighr, and againſt rhe goodneſs of God, 
as almoſt any people have been guilty 
of; greater breach of Covenantsfinning 
againſt ligkr, deſpight done ro the Spi- 
rit of Grace ſlizhting of and negle&- 
iug of the Go'pzl of Chrilt, has ſcarce 
been found among a people for many 

ears : 3ndby all this, how 1: God diſ- 


onored ? to have his Goſpel ſhghred, | 
and curn2d our of doors, and* mens. 
polts ſ:t up by Gods poſts; forfim that - 


departeth from evil , thereby ro- make 
himſelf a prey ; Can you ſay for theſe. 
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in Dying Temes, 9g! 
things as the Prophet My eyes run 
down With cears, 2nd for theſe things 
yoar foul mourneth in ſecret? I wovld 
onely put it to your conſcience , and 
ask your ſouls the queltion ; you would 
(I believe ) be glad to ger on the other 
fide of this form char is now tegun , 
and have ſome aflurance that you 
ſhould out-live rhe preſent prov1- 
dence ; why if you would, then labor 
to ger ſome of the marks that are to be 
found apon thoſe thar God doth uſe to 
deliver from ſuch calamiries, 

2, Whar love have you for God? 
Becauſe he bath ſer his love npon mez 
faich God, therefore will 1 deliver him. 
Pur che queſtion home to your own 
ſouls , and ſee what anſwer will be 
made ; Can you ſay you have ſer your 
love upon God and Chritt ? I believe 
we may ſay moſt of us, Weſee him 
lovely , we have raiſed affe&ions and 
d&fires afrer him ; bur can we ſay we 
have ſet our love upon him , rhir he 1s 
| the center upon which our ſouls have 
| fixed; char we ſee noexcellence in atty 
 -'Þ thing char can ſatisfie our ſouls , ſave 
; Þ onely in him? Can you ſay you have 1 
| Þ lived up tothar direftion- of the Apo- 458 


93 Living Truths 
ftle,Set your affeRions on things above 
and not on things on the earth ? Faith 
and Love ace the two great things chat 
diliiagutſh a Saint and an empry pro- 
feflor. Now what tay you ? Do you 
love him ? If your heart be nor onely 
running out after him , but ſer upon 
him, chen he is yours » and then you 
may expect he will look afrer your pre- 
ſervation : onely this I would ſay, 
ſoine ſouls there are that dare not ſay 
they love God, they have a great ma- 
ny doubrs and fears , whether they do 
truzly love GoJornoz and therefore 
if you ſhoulu asx me , Bur how ſhall I 
know where my he1rc 1s, and whether 
I have chi: IÞveor no, I would onely 
ſay for pretent, What dehres are there 
tn thee after acqu:intance with God ? 
And what defires have you tobe found 
doing the will of God ? If rhou cant 
ſay, Above all chings,oh I would know 
him, and inzoy him above all things 
in the world, lam jealous let Ifhould 
diſhonor him, chen I would ſay: rothee 
chat thou haſt ground ro hope the Lord 
hath circunciſed thy heart 1n truth to 
love him. | 

| But 
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But 3. Bow do you walk with God? 
You mult be in Gods way, if you will 
have his preſervation, He ſhall give hs 
Angels charge over thee, to keep thee in 
all thy ways, chat is» in all his ways, for 
we ſhould have no way , bur Gods 
ways > all our' ways ſhould be his 
Ways. 

There are ſome thines inconfiſtenc 
with the walking with God, and it 
will be well if none of thoſe things be 
to be found upon our ſouls. 

I. The harboring of boſom: fins , if 
thou hatboureſt ana allowelt hy ſelf in 
| any ſecrerfin, thou art nor one that 

walkeft with God. CEE 

2. If thou art not one purſuing the 
death of all fin; if thou doſt not 1:bor 
to mortifie the deeds of the body, I 
dare pronounce thee one that art wal- 
king after the fleſh. 

2. This T'add, chat if thou artnor 
one that fiandeſt upon thy witch, thou 
art none of thoſe that walk with Gods: 
a careleſs profeſſor , that minds nor 
what he is, nor what he doth,will hard 
ly ever be found in Gods way ; the 
path is roo narrow for a ſoul ro keep 
in, without much diligence, 'Ask your 

fouls, 
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ſouls, and examine what you have 
within you , to witneſs to you that 
you are a people walking with 
God. 

4. Would you be of the eſcaping 
nu:nber , pray what -Faith have you ? 
how (tands your Faith ? examine that 
a litcle ; ſome there are that ſay, I bleſs 
God I can trult him withour any hefi- 


cation, Without any Rumbling : butt 


beſeech you bear with me a "lictle if 
- try your faith, and help you ſo to 
O. 

There be. three things that expoſe 
men to the ltroke of the jadgement of 
God , and cur chem ſhort. of mercy 
many times,v:z, Unbelief, Preſumpt1- 
On, and Security z and any one ofrhem 
dorh it as well as the other, 

I. Unbelief, I ſay chat cuts ſhore of 
a great deal of mercy » particularly in 
inch a day as'this : if youwill be car- 

ryed through the wilderteſs watch: a» 
gaintt unbelief. 

2. Security : a people not being af- 
fected wich the judgements of God, 
ic lays them as much open \to the 


weight of the judgement, as any thing 


elſe, Ifa. 5.11, And the harp > and the 


v40ls | 
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v10l,&c. a tegardleſs,{attiſho{tupid peo- 
ple , that are nor atfeted with the 
judgements: of God, ſhall fall by 
them. 

3+ Preſumption alſo, which they call 
Faith , and that doth as certainly lay 
open the ſoul ro miſery, as any other 
thing thar hath been hinted, 

Now conſider a; little how it 1s, with 
you 3. is your Faith. true Faith, or4s 16 
nor Security. ? Is it. not Preſumprion ? 
Are you ſure it 1s Faith?it notzit will do 

ou. no ſervice, You may think it 1s 
Faich ; When it may. prove ſomewhat 
elſe , ir, may prove (ecurity ; you think 
you have faich, becauſe you have: nor 
fear : I rell you ſouls, there may and : 
ſhould be an aw of God, and yer be 
faith, as.1 will cel you by and by. You 
may think it faich , becauſe you are ſe» 
cure, and not much affeed ; bur rake' 
heed left ic ſhould diſappoint thee : if 
it be not fatth, it may lay you open tO 
the judgement of 'God , and cur,;you 
ſhort of being one. of the eſcaping 
remnantzas well 25 any thing elſe what» 
CVET. -.. | 3 

If you have true Faith, you will 
know.it by one or two things. 


1, You 


96 Lrumg Truths 

" Ie Youwillbe fepfible of your great 
unworthineſs to receive any thing at 
the hand of God, or to be preſerved 
by him ; that is the property of faith, 
itis an humbling Grace, a ſelf-abafing 
Grace, Lam. 3. 22. It is of the Lord; 
mercy we are not conſumed : Here was 
faith at work , and what effe& had it 
upon theit ſouls? Oh it made then ve- 
ry ſenſible of their unworrhirteſs, ro 
receive any mercy at the Lords hand, 
It is of. the Lords mercy that we are not 
conſamed. Call thy confidence what 
thou wilt, 1f it have not ſome effetup- 
on rhiee of this kind, it is not rrue/ 
faith. 

2. If chon haſt faich, ic hath an allay 
and mixture of a holy aw of che judoe- . 
menc sof God; faithis nor a thine that 
makes a mar ſtupid , bur ſenſible and 
render ; faith as ir looks to the pro- 
miſe for preſervation , fo it ſeer God 
in the judgements » and it 1s aff-&ted 
with chat Glory 2nd Mijefty of God); 
thar ſhines forth in ſuch a judgement : 
ic ſeerh ir is the hand of the great, 'glo- 
rious, mighcy,, terrible God, and there» 
fore thz ſoul chat knows who he is, and 
what he is, cannot but have ow 
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in Dying Tuhes. 597 
his judgemenc re6ing wipon him. | Da- 
vid was no Infidel, yet a-man of fear; 
Pſal. 119+ 120. My fleſhtremblethfor 
fear of thee » and 1am afraid of all thy 
jwdgements. David had'this , and: ic 
was no unbecoming fear; he had a holy 
awe of God: a dread of the judgements: 
of God upon the ſoul, is ſo far fron 
b:ing inconſiftenr wich faich, that it 
is a neceflary concomitant of ic. 
Again 3,  Faich curs/ not the throat 
of the aſe of means,” but whiltt chou 
bzlieve(t for preſervation ', thou art 
waiting on God in” the uſe of thar 


means that he directs thee to ; futh'ie 


puts -upon. che uſe. of means , bur dockr 
not call off from ic : You believe God 


Ef for ſalvation - 'Whar then ?: you wair: 


won Godin the uſe of: Ordinances : 
Now by theſe chings -ask your hears 
wherher-you have faith or:no.. Two or: 
three things more, and I have done, Ts 
preſervation ſuch a- mercy ? I would 
ficſt ſay ro you, Labor then to be Saints 
Incarne(t,” Forif you ſhould be prefer 
ved and nor: be Saints ,. you looſe the 
mercy of: your preſer vations /ſa. I 5:44 


BHs life ſhall be grievous unto him,8tc# 


The caſe of evil men is ſuch ſometiness 
= \ ; H tha 


g$8 Leung Truths 
that the very::living is a burthen eq 
them : and ſuch may be the caſe of 
finner, though.he may:noc be cur. off) 


ahi: life may, be worſe ro them then / 


ov tting off ») Fer. $.. 3. 414d. death: ſhall 
he: choſen: rather then life,&c. the life 
of a. finner 1s. not worth the live 
W9. | 
| S. Above all thingshave as:little tg 
do with fin asyoucan , that: is one of 
the bel} preſervatives, Fab 1:1.14, If 


migwty ew thy tabernacle, pun it far; 


aws).fraw thee 
3- And' hilly, while-you are in the 
warld » and diftreſsis in the worlds, eb 


pecialily. remember and be follicitous], 


for the Siax.ofi God, Ohftandup and 
plead for the: poor:-people. of Sons Fre 
5E: Jo. Let Fernſalew. rome wto Jour 


winds. Oh my. friends , while ce dis: 


Rrefles of. chis:day/laſts., Let: Jermſalem "A 
came mo: your mind! If God preſerve 


you, I ſay, while-he preſerves. youzthink 
of Jeruſalem , plead) wich: God for bil 
poor peaple .tharthat intefeit; maybe 
ſecured. thar the hordwould be to hi 


paople the ſhadow of a+ great rockin A 
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Andthus I have diſpacched che rhird 
Dofrinz , namelyzrhar it is 4 great ho- 
nor, andan efpecial mercy » and that 
that Saints ſhould pur out hard tor, r6 
be delivered in times of common eala« 


Yuiry- 


I ſhall now go on- with: the fourth 


 RObſer vation” from che words, That 


warchfalneſs and prayer ar rare pre- 
ſervatives , and excellent means for 
ffery mm the cime of common calami- 


Fes. I dare not ſay cliey are never-fail- 


mg means,bur they are the bet means; 
and chat: as feldoar fail as any ; chey 
re the beftpreſervarives you can have, 
md wilt do you moſt ſervice of any 


Fitirog;; if rhere be any ſafety' ro! bg 
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ad , it 1s in the uſe of rheſe mearis, 
hats rhe note E-would ſpend a lictle 
me updn ;' che” God! of all our mers 


ics kriows' how ro' make it of uſs/ eo 


1 would crear a litels diſtinctly on 
- of chem , and (bew how far excl 


Þ* chent' ſerve to rhis . defign 5 whae 
re prayer hath in1/1t > and! what pare 
wchfulneſs : I ſhall begin wirh'the 
It; 0/4, Prayer 3 andin'whar I have 
BG Ha c' 
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to ſay to that , I ſhall propound three 
* things:to be:created on, M1: 

1- Conſider a little what prayer is; 
becauſe. if we miſtake the thing ir ſelf; 
we are our In the whole , as if a sKkilful 
Phyſician preſcribe one potion, andit} 
be. miſtaken'» and another taken for it, 
in Read of doing good it may do much 
harm ; therefore tc is good to know 
what prayer is, 

2. Confder , what prayer 1s wont 
to do : When Phyſicians preſcribe 1 
remedy' they wul rell you what great 
cures ſuch medicines have efteed; and 
therefore I ſhall ſhew you what prayer 
hath done , and then how ic comes to 
be particularly uſeful in this caſe of 2 
common calamity. 

For the firſt then, what 1s Prayer:we 
ofc ſpeak of going to prayer » but what 
is praying * Why prayer it may be thus 
deſcribed : Ir is the breathing of a gra- 
cious ſoul, -in'the help of the Spirit c 
Grace, whereby it is inabled to goto 
God: in a promiſe , in the Name 0 
Chyiſt, to wh ſuitable mercy as tit 
caſe may require. I will take this de 
(cription in parts,and confirm each paſt 
unto you » that you may ſee it 18 a && 
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1n Dying Times, Ion 
ſcription conſonant and agreeable an” 
tothe word of truths - - 
Firſt of all, I ay, prayer is the bres- A 

f thing of ch2 ſoul ; heartleſs prayeris 8 
if no prayer , it is the work of the foul , | 
the work of the heartzand that in which 

the heart is. not, is not prayer atrall: 
\ | hence you have that expreſſion in Jam, 

5.16, The effcttual fervent prayer of the 

righteous availeth mach ; it may be 

betrer rendred, The Inwrought prayer 

ot rhe right2ous3 prayer it "is an In- 

wrought thing , It 1s firſt wrought in 

the heart, before it is brought forth into 

pzririons; and if ir be nor firl wrought 

n the heart before ic is broughr forth 

nco deſires and petitions” it 15. not 

prayer. The hearr mult go whatſoever 

8 w.nting 3 whether'you: pray with 

the voice or not » you mult pray with 

the heart ; ſuch a'thing you read of in 

the known caſe of Hannsh, Sam 1.13» 
Hannah ſhe ſpeaks 1 her heart onely,her 
lips moved, her voice was not heard, ſhe 
ſake im her heart » her 24rc Was/In 
the prayer, 'andit'was a Got it was by* 
the g00d ifſueit had. David Pſal.1 19% 

125. hath an expreſſion thatlooksthar 
4/8 » 1 cried with my whole heart z Oh. 
H 3 Lord 


__ 
Loyd 1 will keep 


to thes : 


preſs ic by Jifting u 
che ſoul was ingag 


ſoul. 
ſoul : 
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thy flatmees : 


gedin 


the {ovul, 


the work 
up my ſoul unte thee ; the like expreſſion 
yop bave Pal $6.4. 

Now that is the firſt ching in the de- 
ſcription » ir is the breathing of rhe 


but tbe prayer of t 


g 
cryalt mult be wich che heart, rhat wh 
not he wanting for if chat be wanting, 
trnely the beſt 1 1ngredient of prayer is 
wanting z hence you have that expreſs 
Gon iu Þ/al. 2F+ To 1 ift Hp 7 ſoul uns 
the meaning 1s, 1 pray unco 
thee, I callunro thee 3 bur he doth ex- 


auſe 


bift 


2, lc is the breathing of a gracious 
1c 1s nor every heart » but a Ora 
ciops heart that knowerh how co prays 
the breathings of a gracious ſoul, 
therefore whateyer name the defires of 
a wicked man may have yet alas it doth 
not amount ta prayers Prov, x 5.8. The 
ſacrifice of the Fin = it 15 au abominatis 
04 unto the Lord. b 
wpright is hi delieht: A wicked man 
may bring his faerifices may thi 
np þis'\petiricn, but what is it ? Zr 4 48 
aborpination wrto the Lord > but Ll | 


peo of tbe right that & his Whey 


and 


co put 


the 
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i1n Dying Times 103 
When God comes to ſpeak of che pray» 
er of the wicked » ſee h-w he 15 plea- 
{ed ro: phraſe it, Hoſe 9. 14, Says bes 
They have not cryed u#0 me with their 
hearts; whenthey have howled upon their 
bed; « The prayer they. put 'up 18 no 
beccer then the Howling of a dogg z If 
it be nor the voice of a gracious heatts 
it 1s but the voice of a dop, and you 
know it 18 ſo cajledinthe Scriprurezand 
hence in Zach, 1 2. 10, its ſaid, he will 
pour our upon the houſe of David the 
Spiric of Grace and of ſupplication; fi.ft 
the Spiric of Grace, and'then the Spiric 
of Supplication ; if there He not ficlt a 
ſpiric of grace, truely there can be no 
ſpiric of fupplication,z andit was hence 
that Saw! when he was effeQually 
wrought upon 1 and che work of grace 
was begun in his heart» the ſpicat of 
God takes notice of it, Behold be pray- 
1: doubtleſs he had made many a 
long prayer » and done ſomething char 
be called prayer before that time , be- 
ing a Phariſees and one of thefiriteſt 
SR .:bar.yer be never prayed untill 
bw 3 now there is grace in hisheart, 
and he prayeth ro purpoſe : tha, is 
the ſecond rhing, it is the breathing of a 
Scacious ſoul, - 'H4 
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104 Ltuing Truths 
--.2. It is donie in the help of the Spi- 
rit of Grace: for if a gracious ſoul 
come and ſpeak his own words;' that is 
not praying , it muſt be ſpeaking the 
words of the Sptrit of God, the bteath- 
ing out the peritions that are put into 
che hearc by the Spirit of God. Zach, 
I 2+ 10, a place I quoted even now, 
you readthat it ts a Spirit of Supplica- 
tion; Gods goodSpiric 1c helps and 
furthers , and forwards the foul in this 
great work, Rom, 8.26. We know nt 
what topray for as we ougbt, but the 
Spirit it ſelf helps our infirmities 3 and 
rruely ſouls , this 1s very conſiderable, 
when praying 1s as it ſhould be, ir 1s 
done in the help of che Spirit of 
5 aCes 6 | 
--'4: Inprayer the ſoul goeth ro God, 
as the Father and fountain of mercy; he 
o0es to him» direRts a prayer unto him 
therefore David ſays in Pſal. 25. 1, T 
thee, O Lora, 1 lift up my ſoul 5 and we 
are raughe when Chriſt reacherh-ui 
-how'to pray in Mar. 6. g. to'go unts 
God, Say, ſaies Chtit,Our Father; 
-are bjdeo goto him , and to goto hill 
'ascoa Father, ay 
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in Dying Times, 05 
- And further, 5, Prayer 1s going ro 
| Gods: and a vOINg co him in a promiſe .. 
s | you muſt have a promiſe ro incourage. 
eſl you to pray : mark this as a certain 
- | rule» you have no watrant to ask that 
of God of which you have nor a pro- 
miſe, or ſomething char 1s 1n the nature 
of a p:omite ; and 1f youask me what 
I mean by ſomething in the nature of a 
promiſe , why it is the experience. of 
the Saints of God » what he bath done 
for them, and wrought for them ; this 
i$in-the nature of a promiſe z-and you 
may plead it. with God 5 that what he 
hath wrought for his ſervants. of old, 
that he wopld do again: now by .pro- 
miſe I mean the Word of God. to 
plead for ſomething that God hath gi- 
ven h's word togive; Jacebin Gen. 2. 
11.: he was 1n a lireight, and he goes 
to God, and:whar hath he to; plead 
with God ?+ Why he had a promiſe , 
And thou ſaidſt I will farely do thee good, 
&c.verſ.12. He urgeth God wich his 
protniſe ; Lord thop haſt ſaid thou wilt 
do me 200d, , and make my. ſeed as the 
ſand pfi the'Sea 3. If Eſaucome and kill 
my-children, How ſhall chis promiſe be 
d?- Therefore: deliver me, I pz 
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_thy. hand, therefore we come t 


thee,&c. Andin Rev 22.20, He which 
reftifieth the ſe things, ſanh,Surely Icom 
quickly : Even ſo, roms Lord Jefom 
Marks here 1s the - pronile , and the 
pleaditg of ir alſo , borh in this verſe; 
the promiſe,Chrilt ſaies, Swrely 1 come; 
the pleading of the. promiſe, Amen, 
even ſo come Lord Feſw : 0 ifwe come 
ro God in prayer, we muſt plead a pro. 
miſe, or ſomething in che nature of a 
promiſe , or elſe it 1s not pray- 
Ing. 
6, We mult go to God in the name 
of Chrilt : now that is nor (youwill 
eafly grant) the bare ſaying we ask 
this in che name of Chriſt , andbeg it 
for Chrifts ſak2; bur rhe putting forch 
an a& of fiith upon Chriſt , as he to 
whom all promiſes are made, and who 
hatch purchaſed for us an interelt in che 

remiſes ; that is what I mean when 1 
* we are tO come in the name of 
Chrilt, Job. 16. 23. Whatever you (hall 
ark the Father in my name, that you ſhal 
have; come toGod, and tell bim,Lord 
thou' haſt made a great many promiſes 
to poor fouls rhrongh- Chritt Jeſus ; 


Chriſt hath purchaſed rheſe protniſes at 
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in Dying Temes. 107 
ſeech thee , for the merit and righte- 
ouſneſs of Jelus Chriſt » that rhon 
wouldeft make good rhoſe promiſes 
chat chona haſt made} 2 Cor. 1. 20. Is 
bims are all the promiſes Tea and Amen ; 
in him» chat is, in Chrift; and in him 
they are Yea and Amen, that is, they 
are made good to the ſoul through 
Chri( ; firſt che ſoul beheves in Chrn:t, 
and hath intereſt in him, and then hath 
intereſt in the promiſes, 

7. They go for ſuitable mercy, ac- 
cording as their needs and neceiſities 
are: The necefſiries of the Saints are 
not always the ſame , ſomerimes they 
are of one kind and ſometimes of ano- 
ther, and the ſpiric of grace helps the 
foul ro begs mercies ſuitable co irs 
wants; ſometimes nor to be led inro 
temptation , as Chriſt reacheth us to 
pray , and ſometimes to be delivered 
from trouble , as David Pſal. 5g. 1; 
Deliver me from mine enemies, O God 
def:nd me from thoſe that riſe up againſt 
me, 

And thus I have given you an ac- 
count what prayer is » and ſhewed you 
that jr is the breathing of a gracious 
ſoul in che help of rhe ſpirir of grace, 
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108 Lruing Truths 
whereby ic is inibledrogo to God in a 
promile, 1n the narr.e of Chriſt, roask 
fuitable mercy as the caſe requireth, 
Thar is the firii thing propounged,what 
payer IS, 

But 2. Whar can prayer do, what 
hath ic done ? To that I anſwer, Very 
oreat thIngs. 

1. Prayer hath prevailed to pull 
do;vn very dreadful juqggements upon 
a p2ople : Thus they that mocked the 
Prophet and ſcofc at himya licele prayer 
of the Prophec brought very dreadful 
things upon thoſe people , 2 King. 2, 
And he went up from thence, &cat wer, 
23.1t is ſpoken concerning Elſhazand it 
is ſaid, that He turned back_and curſed 
them in the name of the Lord, that is, he 
prayed that God would meer wht 
them for this ; and whar came of it? 
you read, There came two ſhe-bears out 
of the wood, au1 tare fourty and two chuls 
aven of them, that mocked the Prophet, 
David with a very ſhort . prayer ,' he 
b 1129s don judgement aneevil upon 
Achitaphel, 2 Sam. 15. Wt was a. very 
ſhore prayer he purs up at verſ..31...0, 
Lord I pray thee turn thee counſel of Ar 
chirophel into fooliſhneſs. It was,you ſee. 


1m Dying Times, 109 
a very ſhort prayer, and yet if you look 
to Chap. 17. 23. you ſhall find how it 
was ſucceeded 3 He went home and 
hanged himſelf , becauſe his counſel 
was not followed : And thus you find 
in orher. caſes's / prayer hath brought 
down judgement upon. a people : the 
fingle prayer of the- Propher El:jah 
brought down judgement vppon all 7/- 
rael, 1 King, 17-1. vAs the Lord God 
ef Iſrael lweth, before whom T ftand, 
there ſhall not be dew mor- ram' theſe 
ears, but according to my words , that 
'Þ is, according to my prayer ; and H..- 
| youread in Far 5.17. he prayed dow 
a judgement for three years and fx 
months He prayed earneſtly that it 
= might not rain, and it rained not forthe 
"| ſpace of three years and ſix montths : 
| And ler me tell you, all the dreadful 
judgements that come upon the worlds 
' | chey come down as an anſwer ro'the 
8 prayer of the people of God ®Look 
Pſal. 65.5, By terrible things wrib- 
Bl teonſneſs wilt thou anſwer ny8c, 1 quote 
chis: for this purpoſe , to cell you that 
the rerrible judgements rhar fall gpon 
the world » they do come inanſwet to 
the prayer of the Saints: yea ker me 
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110 Living Traths 
celb yousthis very judgement on foot at 
this day,at akdchoad hearts do rremble, 
It. comes 1n anſwer to the prayer of the 
people of God:; I mean thus, che peo- 
ple of God have prayed that God 
would. promote his intereſt, rhat he 
would advance the ſcepter of his SO 
that he would pult down his enertues; 
and chey leave him to'do ir which way 
he pleaſeth : Now this is Gods way to 
advance his interelt, and you'will find 
{0 ; andIfay moreover, the dread» 
ful things chat ſhalbbe in the worldzand 
ſhall come upon che heads of rhe un» 
oodiy of the world s they come all in 
anſwer co the prayer of the Saints. 
The ninth Pſa/z: is a Fſalmconcerning 
Ancichrilt the great deltroyer : Welk 
what ſaies-1t of him ? inverſe Þ1,.12% 
Sing praiſes to the Lord which dwellech 
w' Sion: when be makethinqmſition for 
blood,. he remembreth them , he forget- 
reth not the ory of the humble : There 1s 
2 time »- ſairh Devid ,, when he will 
make. inquifition for blood » that is, 
whett he will conrend' with Antichrit, 
the great deſtroyer, for all che flangh- 
ter thathach been made upon. his'peo- 
ple z; he will come and recompence. 

| | | | ; enema 


in Dyno Tines. I11 
them. for this blood., and which way 
ſhall 1£ come to pais> Heforgenterh nor 
the cx) of the bumble ;. he heareth them, 
znd- chat tligrech. big up ta make inqui- 
ktion, for blood; ſo char Þ ſay many 
oreat judgements thaz have been iathe 
warld., they, have many. rimes. come 
in anſwer to the prayer of. the - 
Kants | 
Again 2. Prayer it {ometimes pre» 
vents the evil we fear. Jaco# in. the 1n- 
tancg given but now , had a great deal 
of fear, upon Buns, Gene 32. 6, 7. M15 
12. he. was greatly diſtrefled, andthen 
be goech:to. prayer, and what comerh 
of it? in Chap: 33.4+ £ſas ran to\mect 
bims, and falls. on. bis neck and-kiſles 
bin1 ;. here was-the worti of rheir meets 
ing. :: he thought. verily Eſas would 
have: come to-kill. him » and/therefore 
ſet.himſelf-ro ſeek the Lord-,. and then 
God prevented. his fear » for Eſawtell 
en bis. veck. and. kifled him. Thus 
Gog.ſomerimes prevents the.ri;ing that 
we fear!s and ſo in 2.Chroy.2g, intie 
caſe:of\Jehoſaphat > when many Nati- 
ons.combine to fight againli himy verſo 
3+ Fehboſaphat feared. and whenthen 2 
Hee {pt- himſelf. 59: ſeek;,the Lords. and 
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112 Living Truths 
proclaimed a faſt thorow out all Judah : 
And what came of it ? truly God deli- 
vered him very wonderfully : in verſ, 
17.Tee ſhall not need to fight inthis battle 
&c. And God makes thoſe men' thar 
came againlt him to deltroy one ano- 
ther,at verſ.22. 1 quote all thiszto this 
* end onely,to cell you what gteat work 
and mighty ſervice ſometimes prayet 
doth, ir helps to keep off the things 
rhat we fear. 
3. Ic helps to remove the evils we 
feel, as well as prevents what we fear: 
you know when rae! was in bondage, 
what was a means to help them oat, 
Exod. 2.23. They cryed, and their cry 
came ups they cryed and it was not in 
vain, for God heard rhefn, their pray- 
ing atid ſeeking his face 1r did not 


pay ooo. Do my oh ee ee, . 


prove fruitlefs : in Judges 5. you have i 


a notable expreſſion of Deborah ,- O my 
ſont thou haſt troden down ſtrength s the 


people of Iſrael were greatly oppreſſed 


andd<alc hardly with ,, aid there were 


ſorne (tirred up ro go out andoppoſe;ſ 


but whar got the victory ? Oh,'ſaut 
ſhe's My ſenl, thou haſt trodden dow 
firength ! Ir was her ſouls goingto Got 
in prayer, it was chat did the' worth 
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T/ Dying Times, | I13 
and ic was inftrumenital for the remo< 
Þ vin thac great oppreſſion char was n 
| on them; and therefore che Prophet un 
BE /ſa- 10. When he forerells cheir deli- 
© verance from the yoak of the Afſrias 

bondage, ſaich he: che yoak ſhall be de- 
3 © Rroyed becauſe of the anvinting, verſc 
(27. char evil ſhall be removed, How ! 
f 
$ 


by che anoincing, one part of rhe ſenſe 
whereof is , that a parc of che ſpirir of 
orace aid ſupplication ſhould be pow- 
ered forth on the people , they ſhould 
plead with God , and becauſe of that 
anointing , they ſhould be delivered, 
Pſal. 49. 1, 2+ { waited patiently for the 
Lord and cryed unto him, and he incl;- 
ned unto me» and heard my cry : hepray- 
ed and God heard him , and this was 
the iſſue » He brought me np alſo,&c. 
verſ,23.that 15 a third ching\llc delivers 
from many evils felc as well as feared. 
| 4. Ic prevails for ſtrengrh to ſtand up 
Wnder,and grapple with greatdifficulty: 
then God thinks nor fic ro remove dif- 
culcy; chen the ſoul prays for ſtrenettr 
d and up. under chole difficulties, 1/as 
0.21. They that wait on the Lord;ſhall 
ddtnew their ſtrength, 8c. they may have - 
$. I ulty "Y but if they Walt on the 
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Lord , they ſhall have ſtrength as well 
as difhiculty» Pſal. 138. 3. 1» the day 
when 1 cryed, thou anſwereaſt me, and 
ftrengthnedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul, 
 "Dawid was under many difficulties and 
fireights, but yer in calling vpon thel;; 
Lordzthe Lord gave him ftiength ; rofl g 
which add that, Heb.1 1.34. That ſome 
out of weakne(s were made ſtrong ; that 
is the fourth thing that Prayer doth. 
5. It prevails alſo for preſervation 
in common calamities ; that mercy 7e- 
remiah had in a way of Prayer,Chap. 17. 
he doth addreſs himſelf unto God ty 
prayer in verſ. 17. Be not aterror uni 
me, thou art my hape in the day of evil: 
And God gave him a promiſe of pre- 
ſervation, ahd was with him accordinsWir 
co his promiſe. Thus you ſee what great 
chings prayer doth, - | 
1, It hath pulled down dreadfal 
judgments. 
2, Prevented evils feared... Br: 
3. Removed evils f.lt.. -, th 
4+ Prevailed for (irength to-bear apſWgi 
under difficulties, 20." + _ 
And 5, Prevailed alſo for. preſervh 
tion in times of great diftreſs.” | Bi 
To the third ching, Then how comelly, 


12 Dying Times. I15 
TE prayer to be uſeful for our preſervation 
Yincommon calamiry ? Ir comes to be 
MW oſeful in char, as iti all other caſes, 
theſe four or five wayes : 
| i. From a great deal of efficacy that. 
$11 it; 10 15 a thing that bath a greac 
F deal of efficacy and power going along 
"QB wich it, Mat.7.7. Mate2 1,2 6 PR 
i Bur, 2. It comes to be efftecual,_in 
that it ſues our and pleads the Promitle: 
the prayer of Faith ic challengech 
God with his word, it pleads ouc che 
"EPcomiſe in the preſence of God zic 
YE£o2s to thar, and takes hold of it ; and 
"many p:omiſes I have heretofore quo- 
ted you, that God hath given for pre- 
*Niervacion in common calamity. Now 
off itis che work of the people of God, ro 
a ooto God and ſu2 them out,to remem= 
Mr him of his promiſe, 2 Chron. 20» 
ul Jeboſaphat, when he is at prayer there, 
he remembers God of his promiſe, 
Y*er/. $8, 9210. he goeth ro prayer, and 
there, he pleads the promiſe 3 Lord 
Mich he, at the dedication of this Tem- 
Miies didPt rho not engage that if weftood 
*W*) this houſes called by thy Name, im 4 
bh ye of calamity, didft thou nit promiſe 
fr ek Toes 
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that he remembers God of; and the 
people of God they are called Gods re» 
membrancers, in the Prophefie of | 
Iſaiah, Chap. 62.v. 6. You that make 
mention of the Lord ; \t is in the mar- 
vent, You that are the Lords remems- 
brancers : Prov. 18,10. 1t is faids The 
Name of tbe Lordis aſtrong Tower, the 
righteous Tun thuher and are ſaved; 
this renning 1s a running In prayers in 
a prayer of faith, when the ſoul in 
prayer doth put the Lord in mind, char 
he hath ſaid, he is a frong Tower, and 
will be a Refage, and therefore beg of 
him to be according ro his word ; thar 
1s a ſecondrhing, 1t prevails for preſer- 
vation, in that it pleadeth the promiſe. 
3+ Ir prevails, m char it is Gods own 

Ordinance and appointment,the means 
char he hart'grven us to prevail in any 
caſe ; atid he is pleaſed to pur rhat ho- 
nour upon 'the head of prayer, that it 
ſhall þe a door co ler in rtiercy ro us, 
When he had promiſed ro do a great 
deal for Iſrael, yer (ayes hes for allthis 
I will be ſought of them ; it is prayer 
fetcherh in'the mercy, Job x1. 13. if 
thou prepare thine hearty and ftretch out fu 
thine hand towards him, &c, And i 
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in Dying Times: I17 
verſe 1 5, Thou ſhalt beſitafaſt, and ſhalt 
vot fear, Mark) particular preſervation 
f © is promiſed to Le given forth in a way 
ee of prayer, 
| 4 AS It is uſeful ro remove that 
3- © thar may pull on a calamity, and may 
he Þ make the Lord ſtrike us with ſuch a 
be £ firoke : youknow (in 1s that that brings 
|: all judgment 5 now the prayer of Faith 
in © is very inſtrumental and ſerviceable in 
in order co the taking away of guilt, and 
ar removing of fin ; and by faith in prayer 
id we go to Chrilt, and rake hold of him, 
of and leave out guilt upon him» leave 
a him co grapple wich the Fathers diſ- 
1- pleaſure : This we do by Prayer. Das 
& | 214 you know, when he would be pre- 
in Þ ſerved himſelf from che Plague, he go- 
ns © eth and offereth a Sacrifice z I think I 
lave hinted co you what that was 

5. Thus it comes ro do us ſervice: 
if ir be-righr, and as ir ſhould be, we 
put-up' no petition but what God firſt 
Puts into our hearts. Now: if prayer 
6 Bbc righic; ic. is God's works and he is-0b- 
Eliged ro fland ranis own a&; if God 
Four me upon; pleading for preſerva- 
(tons ic1s.2.tye upon God to anſwer it» 
C it js his own work, and therefore 
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muſt not difown his own work. Upon 
chis account it is that prayer cones ro ff 
be uſeful ro our preſervation;] ſhalmow £4 
proceedto ſhew you alitle the great uſe" 
of watchfulnes,in order to preſervatic, g 
1. In that it helpsro prayer ; prayerisa o 
great means to our preſervation, and 
watchſulneſs is a hand-maid to praye r;F'l 
there is no praying well wichour it: 
It is a furtherance and help to us, 1. InÞ* 
chat it finds our the molt apt and fir” 
ſeaſon for prayer : there are certainly 
fir,and apt, and proper ſeatons in which 
the ſoul may do much more 1n praye! d 
chen it can do at orher times ; and it" 
is the part of watckfulneſs ro ſpic and 
finde out thoſe opportunities ; and” 
therefore bra have a notable expreſſion G 
in 1 Pet. 4-7. The end of all things 15 at 
hand, be 3 pp Tober therefore, and watch" 
unto prayer ; that 1s, ler your watch d 
ſerve you to find out the beſt, firreli* l 
and apteſt ſeaſons, and the greateli a6" 
vantages to further you in prayer: 
doubcleſs there are" ſeaſons in whicl' 
che heart is beſt framed for the duty 
and ſeaſons in which God ſeems to gin 
ſome ſecret inclinations to the ſoul 0 


cha, he -pils piece. ro "be beſous of 
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Now when the ſoul hath any great ſuir 
ro $10 go forward with, and any great re- 
wIquelt to preſent at the Throne of grace, 
ſe ihe ſoul then watches to find out ſuch 
n. [+ {eaſon ; and this doth furcher the duty 
20 prayer exceedingly. 
ad] 2+ if furthers prayerzin that it keeps 
r: rp the heart Wen it is engaged in thac 
t: work; and therefore you find them 
In coupled rogether, in CAf{at. 26. 41» 
fir arch and pray, faith he. Souls, let me 
ly(l1 you, if you prays and do not watch: 
c<IJ0u will hardly ger the heart to pray z 
erfipur if you do ger che heart there, you 
irfjvill hardly-keep it there, unleſs you 
ndt2v9d upon your watch. Ir is a cruth 
ndjmuca experienced , that a ſoul 1s no 
onfſ9nger kept to duty, then a watchful 
 a{*f< 15 born over it : conſider itit may 
c<<*!p you many times, if it be remem= 
c>IÞred> that watchfulneſs conſiders how 
eſifſive heart-is, how the Temprer deals 
:6Þvich che ſoul, what pains he takes to 
erdliraQ, and vec the ſoul out of a duty 
ichÞ3 Which ic ts engaged ; (om-times you 
tyÞ"'< dead, ir is wartchfulneſs findes 1c 
ive ; and therefore David baing upon 
$15 watch, as well as in the way of his 
he@vry > -he prays don it Pſal. 119. 
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Quicken thou me ; ſometimes the heart. 
is diltrated,wandring and getting aſide 
from the work that 1s before it, it is 
watchfulneſs that makes this diſcovery; 
it obſeryes how Satan moves,& how the 
ſoul moves 1n a duty,whether coGod or 
no; I may allude to that you have,Gen, 
1 5.9. When God comes to confirm the 
Covenant unta Abraham, and bid him 
ſacrifice and divide the H-ifer, and 
the Turtle-doves, and young Pigeons, 
in verſ. 11, When the fowls came down 
upon the carcaſes, Abraham drove them 
away. 1 mzy allude toic thugs : When 
you come to ſacrifice;fowls come down 
ypon the ſacrifice, oft-times temprtati- 
ons,divifions, diltractions, atrend you ; 
. they are fowls upon the ſacrifice that 
do ſpayl it, and ir is watchfulneſs that 
muſt help you ro- keep off the fowls 
' from the ſacrifice, and it is that that 
mult obſerve how the caſe ſtands with 
you, Noy this 1s that which watchful- 
neſs doth in prayer ; it keeps the heatt 
unto God. | 

- 3+ It helps totake in, and improve 
anſwers of prayer ; the ſoul when it 
harh prayed) bath not done all ixgwork 
but it is to; laok after anſwers of prayo 
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ers,and that is the patt of watchfulneſs; 

| watchfulneſs looks after the petitions 

| put up» and obſerves how they ſpeed, 

| and whar comes of them: ſayes Ha- 
bakkuk, I will ſtand upon my watch- 

tower, aud will watch to ſee what he will 
ſay unto me ; you mult warch unto 
prayer» watch mm prayer, and watch 
when you have prayed ; watch to ſee 
what comes of the petitions you have 
put up, and what anſwer you have re- 
ceived, and how God comes into your 
ſouls in a way of return to the requeſts 
n | you have lodged with him, Mich. 7.7. 
n | Therefore I will look,, &c. I will look 
- & unto God by Faith and Prayer; and 
:& whenl have done, I will watch ro ſee 
xt | what the God cf my ſalvation ſaith to 
ic me. Pſal. 40.1. 1 waited patiently for 
is B the Lord, and be heard me. 1 cryed, and 
at Y when I had done, | waited to ſee what 
th} would come of it, Pſal. 5. 3. 1 will d;- 
rel my prayer untothee, and I will look, 
after it ; 1 will ſee how it will ſucceed, 
Well, you will ſay, what if warchſulneſs 
do help to look after anſwers of prayer a 
how doth this farther preſervation ? 
Why, theſe two wayes it's-helping you 
. to ſee what anſwer God makes to 
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prayer, furthers your preſervation two 
Ways. 
1. If you have no anſwer, 1t purs 
you upon praying again, unrnll God 
doti give you a word to hope in for 
your afery 1 in days of evil. 

Or ſecondly, If when you have 
prayed, and are upon your watch, ſo 
thit you have found an anſwer 1t 
helpes you to improve it for your pre- 
ſervation ; it belpes you to plead the 
anſwer char God hath given: you : if 
you find he hith anſwered you in the 
defire of your hearts » it helps you to 
hang vpon God , and plead it with 
God as did David, Pſaln:,119.49. Re- 
member thy word unto thy ſervast upon 
which 'thou haſt cauſed him to hope 
God may give anſwer ; and if thou art 
not upon thy watch , thou mayeſt not 
ſee It. 

. Ic 1s ſzrviceable to preſervation 
as ir helps tro keep you from rhe fin and 
provocations, that might, 1f lived in, 
provoke God to cut you off among 
the number'thar fall. I cell you ſouls; 
there are many provocations ; When a 
foul is found under them, they do won- 
dcrtully (ur - the Tu of God again G 


A 
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him, and provoke God to cut them off 
in the cime of his anger; and ic 
is the part of watchfulneſs to keep you 

from them, Rev. 16, Bleſſed # he that 
watches and keepeth his garments ; you 
cannor keep your garments if you do 
not watch ; ſuch are the corruprions 
of your hearts, and the ſubtilry of the 
rempter , that he will quickly make 
you defile your garments, 1 Thef, 5.6. 
Let not us ſleep as doothers , but let us 
watch and be ſober, All kind of fin it 
Is an Intemp2rance, 1f you are not up- 
on your watch you will be wantingin 
your ſob:iery, you will quickly run in- 
to ways of fin, if you are nor, found 
upon the duty of Watchſulneſs, Warch- 
fulveſs doch eſpecizlly keep you from 
the (ins , which 1f you are nor kept 
from, will lay you open to the judge- 
ments of God ; conſider Luk, 21. 34 
35- compared with my text» Mark : 
Chritt my brechren , a day of dieadfyl 
judgements is coming , it will come 
upon the worlJ, when they little think 
of 1r, When they are not well aware 
of it 5 and there are many. fins that 
provoke God co pull down theſe judge= 
ments on you, ſurfeting and drunken- * 
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neſs, and the cares of this life ; but, 
ſay they , how may we be preſerved? 
Oh, ſaith he, watch, that will keep you 
from the {it , from ſurfeiting and from 
drunkenneſs, and whatever other fins 
may be a provocation to the Divine 
Majeſty. 

There are four or five (ins that it is 
very bad to bz found under » again all 
which watchfulneſs1s an excellent pre- 
ſervative, 

I. The fins of the times, che very 
ſins for which God doth primarily con- 
rend, and at which he dire&ts his judge» 
ments ; Come ont of her my people, and 
be not partakers of her ſins , leſt you 
wks, of her plagues : It will be bad 

ing found in Babylorns fins » they do 
provoke God mightily, Therefore par- 
take not of her ſins : Murmuring was 
che fin of [ſrael of old, a ſpecial fin 
that God conrends for ; you find that 
e Moſes Rept but once into that fin in 
Numb. 27. and for it he muſt dye in 
the wilderneſs, in verſ. 24. Whatſo- 
ever fin it 1s that God eſpecially con- 
tends for inany day of common cala- 
mity > Oh ſouls as you love tendet 


and regard your own preſervatiots. 
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come bor nigh it : But of this be- 
foſC. 

2, Leaning unto your own wiſdom, 
that 15 a very bad thing; we are to truſt 
the wiſdom of God, and lean upon 
him for all our preſeryation, The peo= 
ple of /ſrael, ſome of rhem when there 
was a great part carryed captive by the 
King of Babylon in Fer. 42.15 16s 
Hear the word of the Lord, ye remnant 
of Judah, &c, 1 quote it to this pur- 
poſe, to ſhew you that when a man ſets 
up his wiſdom an dire&t oppoſition ta 
Gods wiſdom , he thereby forfeits his 
preſervation ; but wien a ſoul comes 
and fays > Lord I will be whar thou 
wouldeſt have me » and do what thou 
requireſt of me; this is a good frame : 
but I ſay to lean unto out own under=- 
ſtanding , and nor ro ask counſel of 
God, nor to walk as he directs; 1t 1s 
the direct way to forfeit our preſerva- 
tion. 

3. Not conſidering the judgements 
of God , 1s another fin that watchful- 


neſs will keep the heart from; you 


know how 111 God takes it at the hand 
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them,&c. they are a ſottiſh people, a 
people that are not affe&ed with Gods 
judgements, and therefore what then ? 
at verſ, 14. The Lord will deſtroy 
them, Therefore, ſaies hes hell hath n- 
larged her borders,&%c. Now I cell you 
ſouls, a watchful ſpiric will nor eafily 
run into this evil ; no, noz1t looks out, 
it ſpies the hand of God; watchfulneſs 
keeps the eye of faith open, 1c keeps 
the ſoul from {l:mbering and keeping, 
and inables the ſoul to ſee that mercy 
chat ſhines forth 1n che diſpenſations of 
God. ET. 
4+ Unchankfalneſs for daily preſer- 
vations this 1s a greatevil , and that 
that watchfulneſs will excellently pre” 
ſerve you from ; God uſually walks by 
this rule , be that prizeth and impro- 
veth a lictle, to him he gives more z {0 
he that pcizes and improves,and thank- 
fully owns , the gaily preſervation and 
protection of God, ſuch a one 1s 1n 
the way to recelve more at the hand of 
God ; - bur when the daily goodneſs of 
Godis {lighted and paſt over , without 
conkderation-and being carefully heed- 
ed and regarded by any ſoul ; ſuch 2 


ſoul is like to be lefe to fall under the. 
role 
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ſtroke of Gods incignation ; it was | 
the care of the Church in the Lamens 
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tations tO give God his glory, Chap. 
3. 222 3+ It ts of the Lords mercies that 
we are not conſumed, &c, his mercy eves« 
ry morning ſhould be prized and im- 
proved by ue, 

And laltly,A proud unhumbled frame 
of ſoul, 1s thar that watchfulnefs will 
help'us againſt : ſouls,wherever that is 
found, 1t is a grievous provocation ; 
God he delights ro do good unto his 
poor broken humble ſouls, He reſts 
the proud , but he gives grace unto the 
bamble ; and therefore watchfuineſs 
being an excellenc means to keep us 
from theſe and other ſuch like fins, 
which lay a people exceedingly open 
tothe firoke of Gods indignarion z 1c 
ſo becomes very uſefal and ſerviceable 
to our preſervation, 

And thus I have diſpatched the do- 
Arinal parte, Give me leave rocon- 
clude- this DoEtrine in a litrle Applica- 
tion, and co inforce theſe duties of 
watchfulneſs and prayer. Ler me 
hence, firſt,cake up a few things for in- 
formarion, | 
; And 
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And if ſo be that watchfulneſs and 
prayer are means that have ſo great a 
rendency to preſervation , it may in» 
form us of rwo things. 

1. How Ul it 1s like to fare with poor 
finners, that can neither watch nor 
pray : If the infinice over-flowing 
goodneſs of God preven: not , they 
mult periſh they cannot make uſe of 
che meaas of preſervation » What can 
we expe bur rhat they ſhould periſh? I 
Oh char we could put on bowels of il © 
pitry for ſuch ſouls ! the ſacrifice of the | 
wicked, what 1S It, but an abomination Ill © 
unto the Lord : ſinners in the day of b 
their proſperity they will not look af £ * 
ter God, nor his counſel, neither will | © 
they mind his dealings ; if they do N® 
come in a day of diſtreſs , and cry and 
howl, and make much ado, they may 
do ſo , bur yet Cod hath told chem ic 
ſhall be lirtle to their comfort 5; for 
Prov. 1. 26. he hathcold them ,- that 
he w:! laugh at their calamitics , and 
mock, when therr fear cometh, | 

2» We may infer alſo rhar. here is 
room for the fall of /Saints « whateve 
promiſe of preſervation is made x - 

right ſouls may fall ; atid way ſo? Whi 
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we M1y neglect the being fonnd in or 
duryzwe may not watch,and prayzag we 
ſhould and'oughr 3 'we may pray,, bur 
irmay be coldly, and withour any fet- 
vour of ſpirit; we may not follow clafe- 
ly our duty with God; and thefefdre 
miſſing in the means, we may mils Ih 
©. the end alſo : and thar'is my firſt Ute, 
BN a Uſe of Inference. tr ©. 
| 2, Ic ſhould ftir us up ro commune 
; E wich our hearts a lictle : what do we ? 
c© dowe watch and ptay ? are we inthe 
| Uſe of the Means ? whatever 'orher 
. © means we uſe, we ſhould not ler this 
be negle&ed; it 1s not preſervatives 
and rettioving from place to place, rhat 
can do you that ſervice, that watchful- 
neſs and prayer can. You will ſay, you 
do pray 3 ler me ask you again do you 
watch anco prayer? 1 hope you can 
lay you do. dg 

Atd if you ſhould ask me how 
you may know watchful prayer, I ſhall 
oive-you a few Characters Of 1t. 
1. If irbe wacchful prayer, thefe'1s 
at exciting, (tiring and calling up the 
err unto the Duty Judges 5.12. A- 
"Wake: Deborah awake; the calls up 
5 er {elf and Rirs up. her {elt' co this 
 v—_ K Duty 
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Dutyas you finde the Servants of God 
have dane, they Rirred up all the fa- 
culties of their ſouls, Pſal.g7.$, 4- 
weep wy glory, (auth David ; Iris 
the Soul he calls his glory; And Den 
:4/ in the ninth chapter, he ſaich, 1 /« Kt 
my face tothe Lord God, at the third\ 
verſe ; the ietting a mans ſelf, is ther 
provoking and calling a mans ſelf unto 
the Duty. Now do you fiir up and 
call np your hearts to the work of 
God? If you be in a watchful frame 
you will do ſo. 

Again, if it be watchful prayer, it1s 
accompanied with much fervency ; i 
you Watch at prayer It 1s not a cok 
lifeleſs Duty; ic is a Duty hath hear,and 
vigor, and life in it , if you watch ut 
roit: the Rule is, Not flothful im bu-fWa 
fueſs : but fervent un ſpirits fſervmg the 
Lora, as it is in the Row,1 211. AndWſ 
if therz be a wartchfulneſs in the Duty tt 
there will be fervency going along witl 
it. Ir is ſaid of Elias, James 5-1 
that He prayed earneſtly z you read 
ſo. of an effetual prayer , and 1f 11 
watchfol, ic muſt be a fervent prayer. 

+ 3»!iIE is, be 2 warchful prayers ilk 
' atrendedwith much imporeunity; Vf 
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| Epreſs God and wrelile wich him: Facob 
- Ewacched all nighraric, and it was an 
. Yimportunate prayer z / will not let thee 
is go #n{eſs thow bleſs me : The poor wo- 
(> Ka of Canaan, hers was an impor- 
tunate prayers ſhe followed and pur- 
ſued her requeſt alchough ſhe had ſome 
repulſes, Afat.15-2252 3326 127» 

Now conſider how it is. with yau, 
for hereupon much of your ſafery may 
depend for ought I know; If . you 
would be reſerved i in this day of _ 
mity, as you pray foric » ſo you mull 
watch in prayer, and ſee that there he 
if lthac warchful frame of ſoul that is ſui- 
able unto this Rule and Counſel of 
ſſus : that is the ſecond Uſe, 

Thirdly and lalily, ſhould we watch 
nd pray always in every ſeaſon? _ ; ., 

I would then firſt ſay ,' Make ſeaſons 
for prayer ; ſpare them ous. of lame. 9- 
ther chings, rather rhen.wanTt thera. | 
2. I would ſay »+Take ſeaſons for 
ayer when you may belt attend the 
Works and hope mot roprevail. with 
YGod.-Is you 6 me what ate the ſea 
1, ans 2:a ward or two of chat, and I Gall 

Om ytke: creme Pragaſaace from he 
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1. I ſay your leiſure-ſeaſons , when 
you are not engaged in buſineſs, 

2+ The ſeaſons when your ſpirits are 
moſt ſerious, and leaſt diſtracted it is 
not .good to ſer to duty ina croud, if 
you'can help it, 

'3- When the Spirit of God pro- 
vokes you to.come 1nto the preſence of 
God ; you that are experienced Chrj- 
ſttans, can ſay. that you have found 
ſomerimes your ſouls longing ro beinfl 
his Prelence ; You have hungred afte. 
Communion with God in Duty ; Oh, 
cake that time! rhat is a fitſeaſon. 

4+ When God hath warmed and re- 
freſhed thy heart in a Duty, under an 
Ordinance with any tokens of love, 1t 
isT ſay a fit ſeaſon for thee to 1mprove 
with the Lord : God doth -ſomerimes 
eive the” ſoul a - look of love to 1n- 
courage'ir 'ro' wait upon him ; Not 
take that ſeaſon':*It 1s a great part 0f 
Wiſdom to know a ſeaſon ;- at1d if - you 
= finde _— offeringir- ſelf to 

you;apr,andfitzand proper. for:your go 
Ing.r0 God, take it'and bleſs God Of 
ty znd-improve it with 'alt your fot 
ad might; 1r- much Mercy» afic 
orear deal of goodneſs may comet 
_ yorat that doof, - | 
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And thus now I have diſpatced the 
_E fourth Obſervation,namely,thar watch-= 
"FF fulneſs and prayer are the bett means 
Y 2nd bave the greateſt rendency to pre- 
UY C:rvation. in times of , common cala- 
mutY. | 
"FS 1 come now to the. fifth and laſt 
"Y Note from the words» namely this, That 
the eſcaping common calamities » 1s 
not the only thing, nor the chief thing 
that we are tO be careful abonr, bur e- 
ſpecially, and above other things, how 
we ſhall tand before the Son of man. 
Alas! to ſtand in aday of calamity 
Is one thing,ut to ſtand before the Son 
of man 1s another, and a far more 
weighty-things as I purpoſe to ſhew as 
Non. obs. 
This 1s that the . Lord ſaies in this 
Scripture , Do what yon may, watch 
and pray, and uſe the beſt means you 
canzto eſcape in a day of calamity z. but 
remembers when that 1s done;a[l 1s not 
Ml cone, nor is the great thing done ;z 
f remember afcer all, whether you ſtand 
io *r fall ina calamicy, yon muſt ſtand 
ff *fore the 'Son of man; If you fall in 
acalamiry, that will notend all, Its 
Ppoinced co all men once to dye, and 
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afcer that the judgement : if you do e- 

ſcape a calamity, thete will be a time 

when you mnlt tand before the Son 

of tnan ; ſo that whether you ſtand or 

fall, that is not che main thing, tior e- 

ſpecially confiderable buſineſs, but the 
oteat and main thing about which you 

are to be eſpecially careful, 1s how you 
may do tolook Chriſt in the face at laſt, 
how you may do to hold up your head 
before the Son 'of man. Standing be- 
fore the Son of man 1s taken three ways 
10 Sctiprure. ' 

1, Meerly for appeating before him, 
for appeating ar his Tribunal ; ſo 1 1s 
taken ſomerimes 4n the Scriprure> for 
in{tance, that in the Rom.1 4-10. We 

ſhall all appear before his ©; udgement- 
ſear. $0, 2 Corimth.g.10. For we muſt 
all appear before the Tudgement- ſeat of 
Chriſt, &c. Revel,20,1 2. veil. ond 
IT faw the dead, both ſmall and great, 
ſtand before God, &c, That is the ficlt 
ſ:nce it is taken 1n in Scripture , meet- 
ly for appearing before the Son of 
man. | 
2+ To ſtand before him, ir 1s taken 
for an eftate of honour and promotion * 
35 toftand before a Prince, we reckon + 
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ſuch a perſon is pteferred and highly 
honoured, as it was ſaid of- Solomon's 
ſervants, Happy are thy ſervants, which 
ftand continually before thee,and hear thy 
Wiſdom, as you have it, 2 Chron.g.74 

And thirdly, it 1s taken for ttanding 
wich joy, and comforr, .and boldneſs; 
and it is upon that accompr, that, you 
have that expreflicon, Pſal. I. 5. The 
ungodly ſhall not ſtand in the judgement, 
. | 07 forners in the Congregation of rthe 
Righteous 5 They ſhall Hand in one 
ſence, though nor in another ; they 
{hall ail Rand in it, ſo as ro cometo 1t ; 
:« | Put they ſhall nor and with comfort, 
x | © asto hold up cheic heads : ſtanding 
7, | here 18 oppoſed ro adjection of ſpirnt, 
+. | of falling before che dreadful Majeliy 
of God, and eur Saviour : They-ſhall 
nor 'ftand ; thar is, ſuch dread hall 
ſeize upon their ſouls, chat they.ſhall 
nor he able to lifc-up their heads, they 
ſhall 'be ſo filled with.confafon 1arid 
ſhame, thar they ſhall not beable © 
hole up their heads in'that day» *.S0 
fanding :before the Son of man 15 t- 
kenin thisfence in.my Textzeſpectally; 
har; you may bt able co (Rand before 
| the Son 'of man, /iss char -you may; be 
_ ———G Fats 
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able to Rand before him with comforc, 
that yon may lift up your head with joy, 

whett the Lord Jeſus Chcilt ſhall ap- 

pea. 

Ih che proſecution of this great truth, 
Lfhall propound the conſideration of 
ſeveral things to you; and I would do 
ic ſo,as I may belt keep to the deſign of 
the rext, as the Lord ſhall inable 
me. | 

\I. I would indeavor ro (hew you 
that the ſtanding before Chriſt is a 
much more ſerious and weighcy thing, 
then any calamity in this world can be; 
whatever dread there 1s upon the 
_ at the thoughts of a calamity, we 

May. have much more fear, and many 
more thoughrs of heart upon the ac- 
count of ſtanding before the Son of 
man at his appearance and King- 
dom.” | 

by IT | ſhall indeevour ro  ſhew you 
char chey that will not cremble ar a 

judgemenc , that they rhat are like to 
laugh a calamicy tn the face, wall yet 
tremble when the Son of man ſhall ap- 
pear, thac will pur: ſach out of-coun- 
renance as are' not abaſhed by -7<7 
Jamiy they : meet $rromma in the work: 
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3. I ſhall ſhew you who they. are 
| Þ thar ſhall never be able co (tand before 
the S n of man. 
4. Who they are and what they 
; B mult be that ſhall Rand before him. 
Fl Andfifthly, Whar is the belt frame 
) © 2 ſoul can bein, in o0:der ro ameeting 
f{ E with Chriſt, with the greare(t confi- 
> | dence and boldneſs. == 
And fixthly and laſtly, conclude all 
in a little Application. 4 
But firſt of the f1:ft . namely to ſhew 
you that the (tanding before Chriſt is a 
much more ſerious and weighty thing, 
and ought ro be more ſeriouſly rhonghr 
of > and more ſolemnly provided for, 
then aty.common calamiry whatloevers; # 
Many gracious hearts do tremble ar the 
thoughts of a. common calamity z and 
2- © truely there 1s reaſon why they ſhould 
do ſo 5 David himſelf ond thus, Pal. 
0 if 119. 120- fy fleſh trembleth for fear 
a of thee, and I am afraid of thy judge- 
ro ments : buc you ſhall find that ſome» 
times finners themſelves do tremble 
more x and are much more affected 
with the thoughts of induring the pres 
lence of Chriſt , then the bearing up 
Funder any common calamicy chat.can 
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befall chems /ſa. 33. 13. aies the Spi- 
rit of Godthere, Hear yethat are afar 
off what I have done, and ye that are neer 
acknowledge my might , that is in my 
judgements which 1 execute ; ſaies he, 
conlider them » ſee what weight and 
force there 1s in chem : Bur markshow 
1s it With foners? in verſ. 14. The fon- 
ners in Sion are afraid. Afraid of 
what? Fearfulneſs hath ſurpriſed the 
hypocrite; What 1s he afraid/ Of? #ho ſhal 
ſtand before the devouring fire ? why 
ſhall dwelt with everlaſting burnizngs ? as 
if they ſhould have ſaid, There is a 
might , and there is a power and ma- 
jelty of God appearing, and ſhining 
forth in all his'judgements ; but 1f you 
would have us ſpeak our hearts , and 
cell what we dread molt , 1t 1s ſtanding 
before him in that great day » when he 
ſhall appear as a devouring fire ; iris 
the beg able to hold up the headat 
that ſeaſon ,' that doth difireſs us moſh 
and fill us wich dread and fear : 'Iſay, 
the Randing in the day of Chrilt is: 
much more difficult, thing , then tt 
Randing in a common calamity 4: and' 
ſhall ſhew you in ſeveral patric 

hoy char day will our-do every chun 
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- © that can be in a common calamity: I 
7 ſhall ſhew it you in eleven or twelve 
. ticulats, »*: 
J t. The day of Chniftis more drea 

, fal chen a calamiry in this reſpe&, that 
| 


every calamity in this world 1s a call to 
repenrance, but the day of Chrilts ap» 
pearance is onely a call unto judge- 
ment : I ſay calamities in this world, 
they are calls ro repentance; to a Hnful 
people to return 3 the voice of 'the 
word is the firſt call , and finners are 
5B deaf and will nor hear char call, and 
i therefore God ſyunds an alarm hy his 
4 judgements, and by them he calls unto 
wg poor finners to -repenr and turry unto 
ou him ; but now I ſay in the day of Chriſt 
nl there is no call unro repentance , nor 
.- place ſor repentance, he onely then 
e 

is 
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calls to judgement : you ſhall find ca- 
VE lamities are calls to repentance, and 
ad that is the fruit thar God expects from 
them, that they ſhould work upon a 
rebellious people , and turn them to 
himſelf : look Ames 4. in divers verſes 
of chat Chapier, you have God ſer- 
ting down -the calamities he exerciſed 
the people with, and'what he expeRed 
tom then, g Amos 4. 6. Here was a 
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famine, a dreadful calamity that is, 
upon whomſoeve: 1t lights 3 whar doth 
he expe& fron thence ? Tet have you 
net returned unto me 3; as 1f he ſhould 
have ſaid,this calamity I have exerciſed 
you with, bur it hath nor brought forth 
ics defired fruic , 1 hath not anſwered 
my defign upon you ; I expeRed you 
ſhould have been a broken people, but 
Jet have you not turned unto me © he goes 
on in ver/. 7, 8. Alſo I have withhol- 
den rain,&c. yet have you not returned 
wnto me; and (ill God incends the 
ſame thing, to call in » and bring'over 
a rebellious pzople unto himſelf : In 
verſ. 9. I bave ſmitten you with blaſt- 
mmg,&c. Nere was another judgement, 
God ſmites them in the fruics of the 
earth, and took away .rhe creatures of 
the earth from thems and what was 
- Gods expeaation from them ? yer have 
Jou not teinrned unto me; In verſ. 10, 
I have ſent among vou the peſtilence, and 
what doti1 he expe& that ſhould do? 
Jour young men have I ſlain with the 
ſword; and what work d1d this do ? yet 
have ye not returned unto me. 1 garhet 
from all chis, that the defigri of God 
in publike calamiries » is tomake a rez. 
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bellious people turn unto him; calami- 
(| cies are loud calls ro repentance, 2 Foe! 
11-1 2,1 3.Ic was a day of calamity, a day 
iN ff oucward oiftreſs, that 15 here ſpoken 
il and a dreadful day +, therefore ſajes 
» | the Lord in verſe 12. Tiwrn you untome 
al ith all your bearts/&e.' Youſee'hete 
there was a dreadful judgement of God 
upon the backs of this people and 
Gods call was, re:#r» unto me :\ Gods 
/ | <xpectation from this people incott- 
4 || pafled abour with theſe judgements, 
was that they ſhould be a repenting,fe- 
[entingzrerurning,broken-hearted peo- 
ple > chat they ſhould come 1n unto 
God , and that their uncircumciſed 
hearts might be turned. Rev. g. dread- 
ful Plagues che Lord ſent forth, and 
for ouche we know > we may be at this 
ſeaſon z In this cime (and many holy 
men are of that perſwafion) God WAS 
ſending forth ratling judgements under 
14 || he ſecond wo : there are many things 
\> | 1n the Revelations z thar point our the 
be petiods of time, che; knowing of which 
rells ns what times we are'in, "and whit 
Godis doing : now'rhis text relares to 
| the ſecond wo; which the judiciousdo 
wo. ſuppoſe relares ro choſe tharweare - 
of "4 $ v | Q | 3 , 
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der; and now what it is God expe&s, 
you may judge by the complaint is 
.made, They repented uot of the works of 
their hands, verl. 20, 21. God expeRs 
thac his people ſhould be a repencing, 
telenting people : ro which add thar 
Rev. 19. 910, 11. Men were ſcorched 
with great heat, &c, in the pouring our 
of the vialszthat are the laſt judgements 
that God will execute ; they are the 
oreatelt : and mark now;even from the 
oreateſt and laſt calamicies that ſhall 
come upon the world , what is it God 
expeRts? it is a relenting, repenting, 
Ms. he (till callsro it ; ram 
re:t calamiries that he brings upon the 
world, that is the efte& that he looks 
they ſhould have. But the coming of 
Chriſt will be another ching » when he 
comes it will not be a call to repen- 
rances bur a call co judgement ; nota 
eall- co reform what thou haſt done a- 
-mifs bur co receive a doqm for thy 
miſs-doing. Therefore when mention 
isinade of appearing before the Son 
min , it 1s called appearing before his 
jadgement-ſear; not co get thee al 

AMrerett in Chrift , butco be judged by 
Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5.10. For we- muſt all: 
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appear before the judgement- ſeat: 8c 
That 3s the firlt thing, the-day of Chriſt 
El will be a much more ſerious thing then 
Ef any judgement in the world , becauſe 
| | judgements are calls unto repens» 
\ cance, but when we come to and be- 
| fore Chriſt, ic 1s a call unto judge» 
ment. - 33 
2+ Scanding before Chrift is a thing 
of much more ſeriouſneſs and werghr, 
then the [{tanoing under a common 
calamity,apon a ſecond accompr, _ 
In outward calamities we deal with 
God remately, andat a diſtance ; bur 
in the day of Chritt , we mult deal 
with Chriſt immediately, -. Oh thar we 
could conkder this thing ſeriouſly.! jr 
s a weighty thing indeed to have to 
do with God immediately, ;7 
E Beloved, let me tell you, you wa 
a | not be able to bear the preſence of 
- F Chrit,. if. he ſhould bur ſpeak co-you 
y | immediately, you would nor be abkero 
n | bear: his. preſence ; it would be fo:fulll 
Glory-and Majeſty, that you would 
) LEROY land vp vnder it 3 much 
Vf KS ſhall we be- able ro bear the imine- 
e preſence of Chrilt,when he:comes 
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bear the immediare preſence of Chrik, 
. if he were only to ſpeak to you. E-xods; 
20.19. Speak thou unto us; and we 
will hear : but let not God ſpeak to us, 
» leſt we dye : Mark the requeſt they 
make ; Let not God ſpeak, to us, they 
- were not able co hear a word -1mme- 
diately from God, Speak thou to ws, but 
let not God ſpeak to us, leſt we dje. - And 
therefore it is that God hath graciouſly 
ſo ordered it, that we ſhould have the 
Goſpel delivered to us by Creatures 
like our ſelves, becauſe we are not a- 
ble tobear the immediate: pteſznce'of 
God : And therefore ſaith rhe Apoſtle, 
We have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, 
2 Corinth,4.7. VVe are not able to 
bear che communication of. it other- 
wiſe, but onely by poor Creatures like 
our ſelves z you are not able to bear 
the 1immediare preſence of Angels, 
who are infinitely leſs in glory then 
the God of Glory, and his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Chron.21. 20. And Ornan 
turned back and ſaw the Avgel, and hu 
four ſons that were with hims bid-thews- 
. felves ; they wete nor able' ro-endure 
: the preſence of the Angel; they'run's- IF 
way from” him, as a ſight too glorious Fl 
-For them to bear. - By 
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But my Brethren, in the day of 
Chrilt you mult have codo immediate- 
ly with Chritt himſelf ; you muſt have 
ro do with him 1mmdlarely, nothing 
landing berween Chriſt and you. A- 
las ! in a common calamity ir is not ſo; 
God deals with you temorely, and at a 
diſtance : you do nor ſee him in his 
Glory and Mjeity; bur in that day you 
mult have co do with him 1immediacely: 
and therefore it 1s ſaid, We muſt ſtand 
s i brfore His JTudgement-ſeat. God exe- 
- | cures his judgements now 1n ſecret and 
of © hidden ways , bur then he will him- 
e | {clfexecnce ic immediately. tr 
s, 2 Theday of Chriſt will be muc 

ro © more dreadful then any calamity, upon 
r= © this account, becauſe 1nany calamiry 
ke © the Majelty of God 1s veiled and hid; 
ar © ut in cheday of Chrilt, God and Chriſt 
ls, £ vill appear in all cheir Majeſty, Beaury 
and Glory in all their Excell-nce : 1 
lay, in a day of calamity che Majeſty 
and-Glory of Chrilt is veiled and hid; ic 
cannot be ſeen, they thar ſee molt of ir, 
3- Ye bur lictle : bur in the day of Chriſt 
ure te will appear in all his Royalcy and 
1'- Glory. Wicked men will nor ſee whac 
ous Wot che Glory and Maylty of God _y 
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be ſeen in a judgements Yar. 26. 11, 
Lord, when thy hand 1s lifted up, they 
will not ſee za 1, 1h a judgement;they 
will not ſee : Why, what will they not 
ſee ? rhey will not, benold the Majeſty 
of the Lord, as it 1s in the To. verl, 
What of God may be ſeen, and what 
_ of his Majeily doth {ſhine forth in a 
day of common calamity » they will 
nor ſee, that they will not confider\ 
and Saints ſee bur very little of Godin 
a judgement neither, Aficah 6.9. The 
Lords voice cryeth to the Cty, the man 
of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy Name. A Saint 
doth ſee ſomeihing of the Name and 
Glory, ſomething of the greatneſs and 
Majelly of God that doth ſhine forth 
in a calamity : but of that that they 
do ſee, as was [poken in another Caſe, 
56b 4,12. Now a thing. was ſecretl 
brought unto me , and mine ear received 
4 lutle thereof. So mult I ſay, 2s rorke 
Majeſty of God in a judgement , weſ 
Receive a little thereof : 1t 1s a ſmall 
parr of the Majelly of God, that we 
are able ro conceive of, and tO take m) 
aSit is ſaid tn ob 26, ſpeaking about 
che-Works of God) Lo, theſe are parts 
his ways ; nt hav little a portion rs hearth 
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of hum ? Jn the laſt verſe. So I may fay 
of the judgments of God, Los theſe are 
parts of his ways, but how Iittle a portion 
1s ſeen of h12? When we conſider Gods 
creating Works , his work of Provi- 
dence, an |] his works of Judgement 3 
"Bl How little a Portion can we take in of 
God ? bur Chritt when we ſhall come 
\ to ttand before che Jadgement-ſeat, he 
will then appear 1n all his Royalty and 
Glory » his Majeſty and Beaucy ſhall 
then diſcover 1t ſelf eminently : Theres 
fore in Revelations 20. 12. 1t is ſaidy 
1 ſaw the dead both ſmall and great 
'anding before God : Chrilt ſhall chen 
zppear In his Royalty, as he is God, 
and equal with che Father ; he ſhall ap- 
pear not onely clad with his humanity) 
but wich his GoJ-head in thax day, It 
Is true, we are ſaid to appear before 
he Son of man ; He ſhall Git as the 
on of man, bur yer he ſhall alſo fit 
s God ; which how ſhall it ſtartle 
elſe) Chriſtleſs ſoul, that ſhall ſtand 
ve the glory of chat day! Mazt.2 5. 
| 1:32, When the Son of man ſhall come 
A Ps Glory, &c. Jeſus Chriſt he 1s 
4893 in the world,, and he governs the 
" FfOvidences in the world, and ſends a- _ 
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bour the judgements that are abroad; 
bur who ſees rhe Majelty and Glory of 
Chriſt, thar is now hid? bur in theday 

of Chrift thar ſhall appear ; then his 
Glory ſhall ſhine forth eminently, 
Matt.24.30. Then fhall appear the ſign 
of the Son of man,&c. They ſhall ſee the 
Son of man coming in Power and great 
Glory. Now that is another difference; 
in a calamity, the Majefty of Chriit is 
veiled ; butin the day of Chrilt, Chril 
will then appear in his Glory. 

4+ In the ſoreſt calamicy that ever 
was, Or ſhall be in the world , te 
Lord doth not deal in ſrictneſs of ju- 
ſtice, nor doth he'come forth with all 
his wrath ; but in the day of Chriſt he 
will then (it upon the Throne , judge- 
ins with exaneſs of Juſtice, and ren- 
dring roevery one according to the ut- 
moſt extent of all that they have done: 
There 1s much of the wrath of Gody 
kept inzin the molt wrathful providenc: 
that cometh , upon the world: w 
Ezra ſpeaks 1n the gth.chap. and 1 34 
chou Haſt puniſhed ws leſs then our. 
quities deſerved, &c. So it may be al 
with reſpe& unto any judgement thall 
ever Wasis, or may be vponearth, wu 
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Lord puniſheth leſs then iniquity de- 
deſerves; the molt dreadful calanuty 
| hath nor that terrouc 1n 1t,that inquity 
1} calls for, and deſerves at the hand of 
'| God : And therefore the people of 
P God in the Lamevr. 3. 22. d0 acknow- 
ledge, Ir is the Loras mercies they are 
not conſumed. Any thing on this de 
bing conſumed, and cur off from the 
preſence of God, 1s Mercy. 
iſ Ah my Friends ! however ſevere 
the Lord may ſeem inany of his pro- 
vidences , he 1s nor ſo ſevere as he 
+ might be, if he cid ir up all his wrath, 
and deal] in lirictneſs and exacneſs of 
ſeverity ; bur when Chriſt eomes to 
vl Judgement, every man ſhall have ac- 
corcing to his work : Poor ſinners ſhall 


o theff recetve the utmolt peny, 2 Cor.5. 
lf 10. We muſt all appear before the judge- 
nel ent-ſeat of Chriſt , that every one may 
ail 7eceive the things done in bis body, ac- 


cording to what he hath done , whether 
good or bad, Upon earth men do nor 
receive according to what 1s done, ac- 
cording to the fnfulneſs of fin , bur 
God in wrath remembers mercy; but at 
M thar day all men ſhall receive accord-- 
1 ins co what they have done; there ſhall 
« | L 3 be 
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be a retribution according to the 
Rriane(s of Jullice, Rom.2.5 > 6. But 
after thy haraneſs , treaſureſt up wrath 
agen the day of wrath, &c. and fo, 

att.16e27« For the Son of man ſhall 
come in the Glory of his Father with his 
Angels : and, then he ſhall reward every 
man according to his works: That is a- 
nother thing in which the greateſt da 
of common calamity, and the day of 
Chrilt differ exceedingly. 

5. There 1s this Differznce : Cala» 
miries in this world they mainly light 
upon the outward man 3 but when Je- 
ſus Chriſt ſhall fit in jadgement, he will 
judge both inward and outward man 
rogether ; he will reach the ſoul as 
well as the body,. and have to do with 
that, Preſent calamity lights upon the 
outward man, 1t 1s the body at the ut- 
moſt, is the ſeat of that. There be ma- 
ny lore calamiries that do not reach the 
body, as the firſt diftreſles thar fell on 
Fl which were ſore dilireſles , yet a 

rſt they did not ſomuch as reach his 
body, Job 1, 14516. There came 6 
mere that told him bis Cattle wert 
taken; &c, theſe were ſore ilrelley | 
ſharp calamities ; bur yerall rhis while 
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the body of Job was not {o much as 
 Frouched. And allo ſometimes cala- 
h Fnicies do reach the body ; the hand of 
», God was upon Fov himielf 1n the con= 
11 Eclufion : and ſometimes ir reaches the 
1 Nlife ; the poor carcale is, carryed to 
9 earch, Thus ic was wich che firſt-born 
i- Nof Egypt; in the days of David, when 
y Enany ſouls fell by chat judgement, by 
ff the Plague ; and if ir do lo, yer the 

tread of this is nor likethat char ſhall 
2» Eittend che coming of Chrilt': He ſhall 
it Fic in judgemen: vpon inward and out- 
- Elvard man-at once : He ſhall reach che 
[ll Bbody as well as the ſoul ar once, And 
Iarefore is thit, prayer of Pant, 
1 Theſſ. 5.23. And 1 pray God ſanQiifie 
Or wholly, and.the "Lock keep youint 
out, body and ſpi:ic>&c. as ifhe would 
have (2 id, The Lord look after the in- 
wardanJ outward man, and keep them 
tothe day of Chrift, for Chrilt 1n his 
Gy will have co do with both : It will 
hor be as 1t 18 if ontward calamity» in 
which the body falls onely > but Chriſt 
mill Ge in judgement pon the inward 
n an alſo: And thereforeir is ſaid 1n 
at..23. Fear not him that can kill the 
hi only, but him that can caſt both . 
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body and ſaul into hell : Chriſt is able 
co reach ſouls as well as t odtes, and he 
will make ir known that he is able to 
_ dotcinthe day of Chriſt, 

6. Common calamicy anJ the day 
of Chriſt differ upon this account : if 
in outward calamities upon the body, 
any fin bz brought ro remembrance , it 
15 not ſuch a bringing fin to remem- 
brance as ſhall be in the day of Chriſt; 
I confeſs in day; of outward calamity 
there 1s a bringing of fin to remem- 
brance, but nor ſach as ſhall be in the 
day of Chriſt : God did bring fin to 
Jobs remembrance in the time of his 
calamity, Job 13.26. Thou writeFt but 
ter things againſt me , and makeſt me ti 
poſſeſs the iniquities of my youth : Thiz 
was the caſe of poor Fob, he was ut 
der outward aflitions, and God ally 
did ſer home ſome fin upon his ſoul, anc 
brought that to remembrance. Ant 
this was alſo the caſe of Pavid, Look 
upon my pain , ſaies h2 , and fosgine 
'me my fin ; and therefore he praysi 
another verſe, Forgive me the ſins of m 
' Jomth; In his affliction God made hit 
remember the ſins of his youth : buc il 


cf more eminent and rertible : Trpats 
ay greatdeal more of dread and tergor in- 
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kind of bringing fin to onr remem- 
brance , then there 1s in any calamity 
whatſoever : All the ſinners fins ſhall 
then be preſented co him ar once, with 
all their aggravations, with every cir- 
cumftance attending it;and whar dread, 
what confuſion will ic bring upon the 
heart » when it ſhall te ar his paſs ? 
Pſal.$0.21. Theſe things thou haſt done, 
and I kept ſilence , and thou thoughteſt I 
was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf : but 
I will ſet them in oraer before thee, Now 
the great day of ſertins themin orcers 
it will be the day cf Chriſt, chat will 
be the ſpecial {eaton when rhe Lord 
will ſer them in order before rhe'ſoul. 

7, Farther, there is this difference : 
In outward ca}zmities , God deals ſe- 
cretly with men , bur in che day of. 
Chiift he wil! deal with rhem in the 
fight of the whole world : In a cala- 
mity God deals fecrerly, and cuts off a 
ſinner now and then, and there is no 
great noiſe abour it ; bur inthe day of 
Chriſt he will deal with them in the 
hehe of all: now the fublikeneſs or 
ſolemnity of an ation makes it the #% 
a A a 


 - 
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to the malefattor, to be tryed and exe- 
cuted 11 the face of the Country ; the . 
ſolemniry increaſeth the terror. Oh 
my friends, when you come co ſtand 
| before the Son of man , you ſhall Rand 
alſo before men and Angels ; the work 
of that day ſhall nor be done ina cor- 
ner , but whole heaven and earth ſhall 
be ſpectators » and witneſſes of what is 
done, and what paſſes in that day ; 
and therefore 1t 15 ſaid in that foremen- 
tioned place, Rev.20.12. [ ſaw the dead 
both ſmall and great ſtanding before the 
' Lord; they were all ſtanding before 
God, Mut. 25. 31> 32. The Son of 


man ſhall come m bu glory, and all by 


holy Angels with him : the whole holt '£ 


of Angels ſhall be preſent : And what 
more ? And before him ſhall be gathered 
ell nations : This ſhall be a great ap- 
pearance, and in the fighr of God, An- 
oels ard men » all ſhall be done at thar 
day : and in that reſpe@ there 1s a great 
deal of difference. 

..8 There isa great deal of diftzrence 
upon this account ; as for common 
calamiries it is poſſible they may be efe 
caped., you may. live in the midft_of 
Gods judgements and yet be pceſerveds F* 
O09. "og = 
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yea poſſibly a inner for the ſake of 
ſome that fear the Lord , may be pre- 
ſerved in a common calamity, as was 
Neabs caſe , he and his wife, and his 
ſons and their wives » all eſcaped the 
flood ; bur it was Noah was the righte- 
ous perſon, the relt were given in for 
his fake : it may be a nghreous ſonl 
begos preſervation for ſome poor (in- 
ners or Other, and for their ſakes God + 
oives them a preſervation ; but none 
can be indu!g2d in the day of Chriſt, 
every one multi then fall under the- ſen» 
rence that ſhall be pronounced by 
Chriſt, whatever it be : There is no 
way to prevail for indulgence for thy 
abſence at thar Cay, Heb. 9, 27. It s 
fl 4Þporxred for all mrn once to aye, and af- 

ter that the judgement ; cood and bad, 

all muſt paſs through the gare of death, 

and mult all appear before the judge- 

menc-ſeat of Chriit: and as the wiſe 

man ſpeaks of death, ſo may I ſpeak of 

ſucceecing judgements Eccl. 8. 8. No 
mas hath power in the day of death, ' and 
there #5 0 diſcharge inthat war ; ſo may 
I ſay, No man hath power in the day of 
Chrift » aud there « n0 diſcharge from 
Wibat war : Thou (mult ride onc that 
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ſtorm, end ſee and bear the worſt of it, 
for chou mult appear before, the judee- 
ment-ſear of Cari. 

9. There 1s yer this difference: ſome 
that fall under a common calamity, 
ſuppoſe this of che Plague, God takes 
away the1r reaſon , ſo that they do not 
feel the dread of it; it 1s no more to 
chem , nor are they ſenſible of any 
more pain then thoſe chat are in health 
and ſtrength; bur in the day of Chriſt 
we ſhall all ſtand before him in our 
ſences , we (hall chen know , and un- 
derſtand and feel, what the weight, 
and dread, and majeſty” of Chriſt 1s in 
thar day , and at thar time, Rev. t. 5. 
He cames in the clouds, and every ej: 
ſhall ſe: him , and they alſo that pierced 
him ; they that would be moſt willing 
not co ſee and behold Chriſt , they 
malt {ze, their ſences ſhall all be ſer at 
work , to undeiltand what the dread, 
olory, and majelty of that day 1s. 

Io. There is this difference alſo : in 
a common calamiry, it may- be if i 
lighrs upon thee, (ome friend, ſome in- 
dulgent relation will ſtand by rhee t( 
help, ſapport chee, and bear thee up; 
bur in the day of Chrilt thou a ſtan 
| ; ILISH 


F cealech : the friend that was untoth 
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fngle. My friends though theſe be 


plain things, they may do our ſouls a 
oreat deal of good , if God will bleſs 
them z 1t 1 a great relief in a calamity) 
when the band of God is upon you 
when you are ſick,and weak, and full of 
pain» if ſome friend will land by to 
help thee) to bear thee up , and 1ndea- 
vour to relieve the outwatd man; but 
in the day. of Chritt all will Cand at a 
diltance, the knoxs of all relations (ex- 
cept thoſe onely chat are ſpiritual) 
mult be at an end-when life ends 3 and 
when thou comelt ro fiand before 
Chriſt, chou mult ſtand fingly , naked- 
ly, and alone » pone to [tand by thee, 
thou wilt have none to befriend thee at 
that hours unleſs Chriſt be thy friend ; 
It is well for them that have a'Chrilt to 
befriend chem ar that day. fp 
I ſhall only make a licrle allufhon to 
that Texx that you have, Matt. 22.30. 
When\the queſtion was put to Chrit 
concerning the woman that had ſeven 
Husbands , in the Reſurre&iong whoſe 
wife ſhould ſhe be? Anſwer is made; 
In the Reſurreition they nenther marry, 
nor give in marriage; all Relation then 
ee . 
as * 
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as thy own ſoul, and thou as dear unto 
him; 1n the day of Chriſt, (unleſs there 
be any ſpiritual cye, unleſs you and he 
have union wich God in Chriſt ) he 
will have no pitty, no rendernels for 
you, but you mult ſtand alone to re- 
celve a ſentence from the Lord, 

1, There is this farther difference: 
any outward calamity, though never 
ſo ſharp, may be of ſhort continuance; 
the hand of God may light upon thee 
in ſuch a diſpenſation as is now abroad, 
and in a few days it may ſend thee to 
another world, or the extremity of 1t 
may be paſſed over in alittle time : but 
when thou comett to ſtand before the 
judgemenc-ſeat of Chriſt, the 1flue of 
that day will laſt co all eternity, at. 
25+32- Before him ſhall be gathered all 
Nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them one 
from another , as the ſhepherd divideth 
the ſheep from the goats : and whar ſhall 
the iflne of this ' ſeparation 'b= ? In 
werſ. 46. Theſe ſhall go away mto ever- 
laſting puniſhment , but the righteow znto 
 tife eternal : eternity will be the reſult 

and product of rhy Randing before rhe 


judgement-ſeat of Chriſt ; calamity, 


outward diſtreſs, may ſoon come to A, 
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period , bur ſtanding before Chriſt will 
reach thy everlaſting conditten. | 
"And 12. This difterence there is 
alſo berween common calamity , and 
landing before Chiift ; in thar the 
wmmolt dread and worlt part of cutward 
calamiry 15 this, that it ters thee in un- 
to the dreadful tribunal of Chriſts 
wherefore do you fear, or atty that are 
in fear of a judgement , but onely be- 
cauſe poflibly you conſider that that 
may let the foul in rothe judgement- 
ſear of Chri!! ? bur. now the dread of 
the juJgement-ſear of Chritt, ts thir, 
in that 1 determines thy eſtate for e- 
vers I ſay, the dread of any calamity 
lyeth in this; rhar poſiibly ir may bring 
thee ro death, and {o ler thee 1n to 
, | judgement; byr this is the dread of 
| finding before the judgement-ſeat of 
Chriſt , 1c lets thee tnro an everlaſtimg 
ſtate, to the pailing of a ſentence noc 
tO be revoked for ever : God many 
umes threatens in outward calamitiesy 
ind afterwards repeals it, Hof. 11.$, 
How fhall I grve Fi #p, Oh Ephraing, 
&c, God was determining to make 
Ephraim 2s Admah , andtoferhimas 
Zebaimgthat iszt6 cut bymoff in a judge | 
dou, ee” TIGCH oy" 
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ment , and by deſtruction 3 But how 
ſhall 1 do ic, ſaies God ? His bowells 
were curned in him, he repented him 
of the evil , and he was croubled for 
what he had done : ſo in Jonah 9. the 
people repented , and the Lord repen- 
red of the evil , and was pleaſed to re» 
yoke the ſentence he had paſſed upon 
that City of Nimveh: So in Amos 4, 
you have mention made of the Lords 
' repenting> that is, ſome judgement ot 
other he was thinking to ſend upona 
people » and yer he revokes the ſen- 
rence, and reſolves it ſhould nor come 
upon them : but when you come to 
ſtand before the judgement-ſeart of 
Chrilt , you ſhall receive a ſentence 
there thac ſhall Rand forever, it ſhall 
{tand withour any recalling. 

And thus I have briefly diſpatched 
the firſt thing propounded , ro ſhew 
you, that to Hand before the Son of Ip 
Manzis a much more weighty and ſert- 
ous thing , then ſtanding under any 
temporal calamicy. 1 do nor ſpeak 
thus to. make you ſlight any remporalif 
or common liroke., bur onelyro rails 
up your hearts to a much more ſeriout 
choughcfulneſs abour, the +” 


dv 
4 
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fore the Son of mat, and to ſhew you 
chat that is a thing much more weighty; 
which leads me to the ſecond thing 
propounded for the proſecution of this 
Poinc ; namely, that ſecure finners that - 
are ſo confident that chey can laugh 
the molt dreadful calamity 1n the face , 
they ſball be made ſerious, and broughr 
to cremble in che day *'of Chriſt ; 
They ſhall finde 1t ro be no laughing 
matter. Indeed, the Servants of God 
ſometimes are ſaid co laugh ar calamity, 
butit 18 1n a good ſenſe, Fob 5.20,21, 
22.In famine be ſhall redeem thee,&c. At 
deſtrultion and famine thou (halt langh : 
but you muſt know, the ſenſe of char 
expreſſion here is this , they ſhall nor 
make lighc of a calamity , they ſhall 
conſider the dread and Majeſty of God 
that ſhines forth inrir; bur when chey 
confider their ſecaricy » throggh the 
z00dneſs of God, they ſhall look np- 
on calamity as thar that is not able ro 

uch chem : Such may be the fafery 
nd ſecurity of the Saints and Servants 

ral Wt God, through his kindneſs, that the 
iſe ay laugh ac a calamity, as a thing char 
all not be able ro come nigh them» 
ch ORC and the hard- 
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neſs of the hearts of ſinners, that the 
moſ} ſtartling judgements do not a- 
waken them ; let God threaten, they 
are not moved : And therefore you 
ſhall finde' what the Lord by the Pro- 
phet complains of as a great evil; #s 
unto them that draw imquity with the 
cords of vanity, and ſin as it were with 
ACcart- repel aiah $-19,2O. Mark what 
It 18 They ſay, Let him make ſpeed and 
haſten his work, that we may feet: It il 
was a taunting and deriding ſpeech, | 
wherewith this people mocked thePro- I | 
phert : he rells them that judgement } c 

c 

a 


would come ; (ome: ſay they, let ws ſee 

what he will do ; It was a dating and in- 

ſulting ſpeech. And by the way, lerme I 1 
cell you what the reaſon is of the deſpe- il a 
rate Ginfulneſs of finners,in time of Gods Il 
judgement ; They draw,ſaith he, qu 
ty with the cords of vanity , andſmuas it 
were with a cart-rope ; that is, they fin 
as faſt as they can, they do not minde 
the judgements of God, if they did, 
they would put a check upon them; 
they fear not, come what will, they 
think it will be well enough wich them. 
That this is the guiſe of. finners» you - 
ſhall ſee, 2 Chron, 36, I Go But roep Ne 


mocked the Meſſengers of God, &C. 
Ler the Lord threaten what he will, 
they for their parts were not concerned 
withic 3 they mocked the Meſlengers, 
ceſpiſed the Prophers, and all the 
judgements of God were light in heir 
accounts. Aad it 1s no wonder that 
inners fear noc judgement , for they 
fear nor fin, which is a thing that 18 
much more dreadful then judgementait 
nghtly confidered, Prove 14. 9, Fools 
make a mock at ſin: And the very ap- 
pearance of Chriſt himſelf, (the molt 
dreadful of all diſpenſations ) before 1t 
© comes; ſinners will but mock and ſcoff 
atit,as you have It, 2 Pet.3. faies he, 
They will ſcoft at the coming of Chriſt, 
at the great Day ofthe Lord ; they will 
S W bur make a mock of ir, and ſay, Where 
- © 5che Chritt you ralk of? we ſee no 
preparation to 1t : Foy ſince the fathers 
fell aſleep,all things continue as they were: 
When Chriſt comes in earneſt, he will 
C I make them fear in earneſt; and then the 
; © olt daring & confident of finners ſhall 
tremble + 1t is evident from five or (ix 

ſings 1 would go over very briefly. 
- 1, From hence, inthe day of Chrilt, 
he confcaence of every ſinner ſhallbz 
; M 2 effeQu- 
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eff:Qually awakened ; There ſhall be 


no ſecure. conſcience In the day of 
Chrits appearing, Now, though a 
ſinner with a {leepy conlcience may not 
contider> may not be affeed with and 
moved by the preſent judgements of 
God ; yet when Chriſt ſhall apear, and 
conſcience ſhall be awakened with it, 
Ic will ſet him into a fit of trembling: 
For preſent, under word and works, it 
is poſſible hardneſs of heart may re- 
main upon ſinners. Scripture makes 
mention of a very deſperate hardnels 
of heart upon ſome; it was ſaid of 


ſomezthey were palt feeling, conſcience 


was ſo ftupified, that they had no kind 
of ſenſe, no kind of tenderneſs ar all; 
1 Tim. 4. 2. Speakirg lies in hypocriſie, 
having the:r conſciences ſeared as with 
hot Iron: You know, that that which 
1s ſeared with a hot lron, if ir bethe 
fleſh, it becomes ſenſeleſs, and benum- 
med; ſo it 1s with the conſciencezthere 
are conſciences ſeared as with hot Irony, 


the ſenſe, and vigor, and aGtivity of its 


| 
| 
l 
( 
| 
| 


taken away : bur in the day of Chrilt 
this ſl:epy dead conſcience ſhall be 


quickned : that Scripture in the gth 


chap. of Mark, is uſually applyed 10 


Ka) 
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this purpoſe, v. 44 45. You read of a 
Worm that never dyeth , which is 
oranced on all hands tobe the conſct- 
ence 3 /and this recetves a quickning 
when 1t comes to ſtand before the Sear 
of Chriit, and ſhall remain ſo for ever, 
with a quickned conſcience ſhall they 
de caſt into Hell: So the As 3-20, 
The time of Chrifts coming; is called, 
The time of the reſtitution of all things ; 
There ſhall be a reſt:rution of all things, 
with reſpe& to the comfort of the 
Stints; Therefore it is called, Atime 
of refreſhing tro them » 19. verſe 
When Chriit (hall come, there will be 
a reſttuar10n of all things, to the refreſh» 
Ing of the Saints : but mark, Ic will 
tend co the miſery of finners; and a- 
mopg other things, upon this account, 
decauſe then the conſcience of ſinners 
n- ſhall be recurned unto them. Man at 
itt Creation had a lively a&ive con- 
ence, that could quickly feel che lealt 
s Firing from God ; bur thar man by 
ut Fn hach loſt in a grear mezſure : and at 
ar day I am ſpeaking of, conſcience 
Wall be refiored ro ics aQtivity, life and 

dcengch: and what a dread will an a* 
uWMkened guilty conſcience pat the fin- 
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nerinto? A wakened guilty conſcience, 
of all things, dreads the preſence of 
God molt ; it cannot away with that, 
above any thing. Methinks that ex- 
preſſion ſhould help a lictle chis way, 
chat you have concerning Cain, Geng, 
I6. e Ard Cain went out from the pre- 
ſence of God : He was full of guilt, the 
blood of Abe! was upon him ; he had. 
guilt upon hims and he gat him out of 
the preſence of God: and ſo Adap be- 
fore himand his Wife ; whar did they ? 
Gen,g.lo. 1 heard thy woice m the gar» 
atn, and was afraid : He had a guilty 
awakened ' conſcience , and therefore 
he could not bear the preſence of rhe 
Lord, A poor ſinner ! What will he 
do 1n the day of Chriſt, when his con- 
icience (hall be awakened , and it ſhall. 
be guilty enough, and yet he muſt in- 
dure the preſence pf Chrilt ; there 
ſhall be no refuge for him to run to 
nor place where he ſhall be able to kice 
himſelf, Now upon this account that 
fnners will be awakened, they will be 
filled with trembling, 

2. V'Vhen Chriſt ſhall come, all rhe 
Atheiſm in their hearts will be effefws 
ally .confated : You cannot .conceiveſ}” 


5 
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what a deal of Atheiſm there 1s in the 
heare of man by Nature, unleſs you 
have obſerved it in your own hearts, 
and that will tell you there is this A» 
ctheiſm in the heart of man by Narure, 
they think there 1s no God , or atleaſt, 
wiſh there were none 3 and they are 
. I ready ro ſay, All this preaching is bur to 
; | keep us in awe, and to hinder us from 
Iving merrily ; and with ſuch kind of 
Acheiſm as this is, the heart of man 1s 
fraught by nature» P(al.14-1- The fool 
hath [aid in his heart, There ts no God : 
and Pſal.10.4. The wicked through the 
pride of his countenance will not ſeth, af- 
ter God: Gods not in all bis thoughts ; 
ef 25 it may be rendred, All his 
thoughts are, There 1s no God : 1t may 
1 © © he will nor ſay ſo openly, bur he 
'H goth ic in his hearr, and he thinks fo: 
Few will ſpeak ic openly, though they 
have ſecret thoughts that there 1s no 
God, nor Chriſt , nor judg2ment to 
come. But now, how will they trem- 
ble when they ſhall cone to ſee all 
their Atheiſm confured, when they 
ſhall ſee Chriſt in his Glory, and fitting 
pon his Throne, and there fitting to 
execute jadgement according to a Sctt- 
TW VEE L 4 _.pcur 
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pture-Ruſe, according to what they 
have often heard ? Oh, whart a plunge 
will they be in at ſuch a ſeaſon ? what a 
damp will chis ficike upon their ſpirits, 
when all their Arheiſm ſhall be confu- 
red ? 2 Theſ. 1.7. it 18 ſfa1d,Chriſt ſhall be 
revealed from Heaven in flaming fire. 
Revealed from Heaven ! Why is he not 
reveiledin the Scriprure.? Do we not 
know there 15 a God, and Chrilt, and 
jadgement » by the Scripture ? Yes, 
but chat will not convince ſome ſtupid 
| fiiners : There be many will not he- 
lieve there 1s a God, a Chriſt, anda 
Judgement, for all this z bur he muſt 
be Revealed from Heaven , before the 
fnncrs Atheiſm will be wholly confu- 
ted, Ch:ilt in the Goſpel is Revealed 
from Heaven : this word it 1s not of 
mens making, it 1s of Divine Autho- 
rity ; but yet chis will nor diſpel rhe 
Atheiſm , he muſt Be revealed from 
Heaven in flaming fire, \ ef61e this work 
will 62 done. Thax is the ſecond thingy 
ro. (ſhew that ſome will tremble at 
Chrilts judgement , thar wonld not 
cremble at 2ny previous judgement. 


3. They will then Ge filled with. 


trembling, becauſe they will then be I" 
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convinced of the ſinfuineſs of fin : 
There is nor a finner upon the face of 
the earth, thar doth ſee tin ro be 2s (in- 
ful as it is ; VVhy, what do they think 
of fin ? Fools they make a mock of ſin ; 
oras the VVile man ſaith, Irs a ſport 
j0 a wicked man to do miſchief ; that 185 
to commit fin : rhis 1s but to the (inner 
a pretty kind of diverſion , that helps 
him to paſs away þis time merrily. 
Some ſinners there are that have ren- 
derneis enough to tremble ar the 
thoughts of judgement, thongh nor to 
tremble at in» job 3 6.21. Take heed, 
regard not iniquity: for this haft thou 
choſen rather then «ffi tt1on. This is the 
ſinners choice, they do ſce a dread in 
judgement, bur none in fin ; rberefore 
they ;acher chuſe to fin then ſuffer, or 
fall under ourward trovbles. Sinners 
have mighty ſlight rhoughs of (in,as ap- 
pears by thats © Malach. 2.17, VVhy, 
ſay they, what great marrer have we 
done to weary God? VVhy , fates 
God, yon have (inned, and thereby you 
have wearied me ; and yet ye crys 
VVkerein have we wearied thee? we 
can tell no great burr we have done 
thee : This is the guiſc of ſinners ; bur 
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the time will come when Chrift ſhall 
appear, and then finners ſhall be con+ 
vinced of (ins, in che 15 ver/. of Jade, 
To execute judgement, &c, VVhat will 
Chritt do, when he comes? he will 
come to convince them of their fins, 
of all cheir ungodly. deeds, and ro 
ſhew them what finfulneſs there is 


in their fin, And now, I ſay, when 
finners ſhall ſee and be, convinced of | 


_ the ſinfulneſs of fin, ihat will make 
them tremble, rhat will awaken them, 
and that will bz done when Chiilt 
comes. 

4+ Begavſe then they ſhall have all 
their miſconceivings and falſe appre- 
henſfions of God removed, Ir 1s true, 
it may be finners think there 1s a God, 
bur yer.ſuch a God as an Idot would 
make ; they have ſuch miſconceptions 
of kim, which will chen be effetually 
removed: if thy think that he is a 
God, yer a God that doth not ſee and 
obſerve all that they do, Pſal.gq+67, 


They ſlay, &c.” Yet they ſay, He ſhall not 
ſee: he is a God, bur ſuch an one as 


an Idol mizht make ; a God,but a God 
at a diſtance , that 'doth nor trouble 


himſelf wich our concernmenr : So 
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Pſal.10.10311. He croucheth and hum- 
bleth himſelf, that the poor may fall by 
bu ſtrong ones » This is that that Ginniers 
ſay , Suppoſe we grant he be God 
and doth ſee whar we dos yer he will 
not trouble himſelf to. call us to an ac- 
count for every thing that we do: ſo 
you have it in the 13.verſ. He hath 
ſaid in his heart, Thou wilt not require 
it : Theſe are the miſconceptions that 
ſinners have of God, either he will 
not ſee; or if he do, he will not, regard, 
he will not call to account : but now 
how will Gnners be (tarcled when they 
ſhall find: rhere is a God, and all chitir 
milapprehenfions of himare confured ? 
Revel.6; the later end, They ſhall call. 
unt'* the Rocks to fall on them and to the 
Mountaiss'm cover them from the pre- 
ſence of the L:mb 10 ſhall appear as a 
Lyon.an = thar {it5 upor, the Throne; 
and Pſal.58. lalt verſ. So tha? 4 man 
ſhall ſay, Verily thrre 15 a reward for the 
þ; : verily |: 15 a God that judg- 
eth mthe earth: Once 1t may be they 
ſaid, There is no God 3 or if therebea 
God, he ſeeth not, and will tiot judge: 
bur now they ſhall ſay, Verily there is 


+2 God thar judgeth in the earth. This _ 
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1s that that will make them tremble ex- 
ceedingly. 

5. This ſhall fill them with tremb- 
ling, that chey (hall find chey are nor 
able co bear up againſt the glory and 
majeſty of that day : ſo Rev. 6. latter 
end , Hide a» from the wrath of the 
Lamb, and him that fitteth upon the 
throne ; they ſhall ſee that infinite 
dread in the wrath of the Lamb, that 
they ſhall nor be able to (tand up 
undet : io Iſa. 3.14. Who ſhall ſtand be- 
fore a devouring fire ? who ſhall dwell 
with everlaſtizg burning ? 

6. And fixtiily and laffly , Sinners 
that did not dread juigement , ſhall 
dread the appearance and coming of 
Chriſt, for then they will be overcome 
and ſtricken gown with deſperate deſ- 
pairing thoughts , they will find their 
condition then incurable for ever ; 
they make light of their eſtate for pre- 
ſent » bur rhey will then find ic paſt 
remedy for ever : now I would fay 
this, If there be any finners ſo {iupid 
thar preſent judgements do not affect 
them, I wanld ſay, let chem alone un- 
- till Chriſt comes. 


The 
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The third thing propounded , -to 
ſhew who they are thar ſhall never 
be able to fiand before the Son of 
man. [54 

Doubtleſs my friends it 1s a very 
oreat honor to be accounted worthy 
co ſtand before Jzſvs Chrilt : If the * 
Queen of Sheba could ſay, and that 
upon ſome ground, to Solomon, Happy 
are thy men, and happy are theſe thy ſer» 
vants wh:chſtand continually before thee 
to hear thy wiſdom : How. much more 
may we ſzy , Happy are thy men, and 
happy are thy ſervants, O Lord Jeſus, 
who ſhail ſtand before rhee ro hear 
thy wiſdom , to ſhare with thee in thy 
glory, andto behold thy face to all e= 
ternity ! ſurely rhar 1s a far greater 
honour : therefore in Fſal.15. 1, Da- 
vid puts the queſtion , Who ſhall abide 
mthy tabernacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy 
boly hill ? the tabernacle of God, and 
the holy hill of God, is -both the place 
where. his worſhip was of old ; and ic 
1s alſo. put for heaven ſometimes in 
Scripture; and in both there is the 
preſence of God and of his Chriſt, he 
1s mer withall in his worſhip » and moſt 
| of all and moſt eminencly ""_ 

— | | ue 
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bur now, ſays the Plalmift Whoſhall 
ſtand in thy holy place ? who ſhall ſtana im © 
thy preſence ? Where ſhall chere be any | 
founqa chat ſhall be dignified with this I 1 
honcer ? Whar ſorr of people mult © 
they be chat thou wilt rhus promote? I 1 

\ Doubtleſs there are very many that I # 
ſhall never be able ro ſtand before Ill 2 
Chrift, Lak; 13.23. the queſtion was Il © 
pur Are 4 ine few! that (hall be ſaved? NF 
Chriſt anſwers, $S:r:ve to enter in at the 
ftreight gate, for many I ſay unto you i | 
ſhall ſeek, and ſhall not be able to enter: 
and hence 1t is that it 1s ſaid, Mar. 7. ! 
22, 23+ Many will ſay unto mem that 
day, ah Lora,&c. 

Now in treating on the fourth, who 
they are that ſhall not Rand, I (hall 
ſhew you that there are ten ſorrs of 

rſons that will never be able ro ſtand 

efore the Son of man : The Lord 

Srant We may not be of that num- 
Is 

I. Ungodly finners , openly pro- 

phane , who ſpend their days without 

any awe of God upon them » they are 

perſons never like to be honored bY. 

Chriſt in bisday, andat his appearan 


and coming, _ Toe 5» T ec ol 
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ſhall not ſtand not ſtand im the judgement, 
&c. the ungodly, ſuch as live in a neg- 
le& of Duty ; the finners, ſuch as hive 
in the aQtivg of all 1piety , ſaith he, 
theſe ſhall nor ſtand in che judgement, 
1 Pet. 4.18. If the righteons ſcarcely 
be ſaved, where ſhall the ſinner and un- 
godly appear ? If they tind ſome difh- 
culcy in aſcending the mount of glory, 
what then ſhall finners do ? doubtleſs 
they will never be able to ſtand in the 
preſence of Chriſt, 
2, Such as promote and incourage ſin 
_ Ef inothers>they are nor like ro be owned, 
; © znd honoredand piomoted by Chrift in 
his day : ſome there are chat are ſerch 
) © 2nd {o good faftors for the Devil, that 
| thy wonderfully promote his trade in 
{© the world, and as a recompence of all 
] 
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their trouble they ſhall receive the ſa- 
lary of eternal miſery ; whatever ſouls 
they are that are ſo in love with finand 
the ways and works thereof, that they 
help ic on, and further ic by whar 
means they can , mult never expe to 
be owned and honored by Chritt when 
they ſhall Rand before him ar his judge» 
ment-ſeat : there are ſuch-in the world = 
as the Propher complains of > Exch. . 

W. Ee L.3» 
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T 3: 22+ Who ſtrengthen the hands of the 
wickgd ; many Ways there are to do it, 
but it 1s nitieravle work, whoever is =, 
found in 1t : we promote and 1nconrage | ;1 
fin , either when we provoke and i in- y 
ticeunco it, as So/omon warns his ſon, Ny 
Prov. 1. 10. When ſinners antice thee, p 
conſent not to them ; there are ſuch fin- Nj; 
ners that intice unto fin, as the who- I; 
riſh woman, Prov.7. 21. With many D 
fair ſpeeches he canſed him to yeildsthat Nas 
15 a promoting of fn ; and much more Ig: 
do chey promote it , that by-what Kg 
means they can do conſtrain others to Ft 
It. d 

Thas do the wicked great men of l 
the earth , chat compell others unto KW; 
their idolatry > and to ſhare in their I, 
abominations , as Feroboam did in 
2 King,17.21,&c. They alſo promote 
ſn n others, who do labour toextes 
nuate and leſſen fin, and make people 
believe ir is nor what it is, to the end 
they may leſs fear anc dread it, and go 
On In 1c with the more confidence 3 
ſuch a kind of people as the Lord by Fx 
the Prophet meers with in cal. 2.17- Wi 
Te have wearied me, &c. when you tell 


| people fin is norſuch a thing as ſome, 
wou 
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would have you believe , and he wilt 
ove you for all rhat, this is an inticing 
uncoevil ; I bur what will become. of 
them ? that will you ſee in Rom. 1.32. 
who knowing the judgement, &c, in 
which words you have borh the (in and 

Epuniſhment chat ſhall follow upon the 

Ylnner : the fn is expreſled, rhat they 

Hin and love to have ochers doſo ; the 
puniſhment is implyed, they that ſo fin 

ae worchy of death, and that they 

ſhall have , they ſhall have their de- 
meric » noc life from Chrilt, nor ſhall 
they live with Chriſt , but everlaſiing 
death is their demerir , and thar they 
ſhall have, char ſhall be cheir portion ; 
and ſo that Mat. 5. 19. Whoſoever ſhall 
break any of theſe little command- 
mentsz 4nd teach men ſo to do, &c. who-' 
ever ſhall fin , and incourage- others itt 

It> what: ſhall become of him ? he ſhall 

te leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven ; 

the words are a figurative ſpeech,where 
leſs is ſpoken then intended : /coſfthat 

»he ſhalbe ſo little,that he ſhall not be 

Fall inthe Kingdom of heaven : That 

 Wbche ſecond fort chat ſhall noe Rand 

Wrfote the Son of man. I'would . 

K in. a caution & ic is poſſible 
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good ſouls , even the Lords own peo. , 
ple > may ſomerimes prove a means of Þ , 
incouraging (in in orhers , atidchar ei-iſ 
ther by ſome ill example, asſuch a caſe} , 
is intimated, 1 Cor. $. 10, If any man, X 
&c, The example of a lironger Chii-N. 
ſian may incourage a weak one to do 
things againſt his conſcience » thing 
he is nor ſatisfiedin , and ſoit may be 
a fin unto that weak one , he may fin 
| being led coir by the example of ano- 
ther; or we may further ſinin others, 
when we do not reſtrain it according 
as we may and qQught : Thus did Eh, 
Who was a very good man , but yet he: 
did further the fin of his ſons in that he 
did not reſtrain-them; hedid onely give W,.. 
them a gentle and mid reproof , when; 
he ſhould have pur a reſirainr upon 
them » as you may read, 1 Sam. 2. 22s 
and forward, Now El: was very old, &c, 
in a mild way he reproves them, when 
as he was a Magilirate he ſhould have 
put a reſtraint upon them : and ſee how. 
God puniſhes this upon him in Chap. 3+ 
T3. It is not enough to reprove a fit. 
| but where we can we ought to refirain 
it » as"Maſterss Patents, Magiſtrates... 
and the like 5 that is theix duty » Ul " 
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they that are nor fairhful inthe dif- 
charge of it » may be thereby an in- 
courager of (in 1n others:Only this note, 
thac though fnners may encourage fins 
and Saints may incourage {in too,yet it 
is greatly different; Saints may incour- 
29e fin eventually and accidentally,bur 
'Y not inten; ionally; ic is nor their deſign: 
ſinners do it defignedly,and Saints acci- 
dencally, and that is a wide difference. 
To proceed, t:1irdly, They may not 
expe to ſtand in the day of Chrilt, 
thac raſh on upon ways of fin, contrary 
ro lighc and convictions recetyed, Rows, 
1.21, Becauſe that when they knew God, 
&c. in a due proportion tothe hghr we 
have received, ſuch ſhould our walk+ 
Ings and a&ing be, andhe thar fins a- 
oain(t his lighc » tins greatly z: Many 
make dreadful havock of their light , 
and great inrodes upOn their conſci- 
ence : You read in Prov. 20. 27. The 
ſpirit of a man is the candle of the 
lord; the conſcience of a man it 1s 
the candle of the Lord,and we often firt 
"Wigan ir, pnrill we fin it out, alchough 
Mix cannot be done at a cheap rate,and 
Wet how often do we doit! Pſal.3 25.9. | 
? or {web As FAY APnas's the Lord a ONEERYY>: 4 
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lead them forth with the workers of im. 
quity;in which 1s implyed,nor only that 
God will leave them to fin as the wic- 
ked do, bur to che ſame puniſhment 
that doth attend and beride the work- 
ers of iniquity ; and alſo to this put- 
poſe take that rext again, Roms. Is 32, 
Who knowing the juſt judgements of | 
God ; there 1s a great emphaſis, in that r 
they that know that he char finneth 
ſo and ſo what he doth delerve , they 
are like to fall under his jult judge- 
ment, Luk. 12. 47. The ſervant that 
knows his Lords will;&c. What, ſhall he 
be rewarded ? No, But he (hall be bea- 
ten with many ſtripes. 

A fourth ſorr of perſons that ſhall 
never (tand before Chriſt, are they that 
turn the grace of God and Chrilt into 
wantonneſs ; they that from the kind- 
neſs of God in the Goſpel , take occi- 
| fron to ſirengthen their hands in ways 
of rebellion againſt God and Chriſt:1 
tell you ſuch ſouls will have a ſad ac: 
count to make in the day. of Chriſt 
and will Rand with much paleneſs 0 
face, and dejeRion of ſpirit 3 in verſ4l 
of Fades Epiſtle , we are Pens on. 
| ſuch a people, who turned the grace 


in Dying Times Te 
God into laſctviouſneſs ; that is, Make 
uſe of the grace of God in the Goſpel, 
252n occafion' to laſciviouſneſs : Oh ir 
is ſad indeed to make the greateſt mer- 
cya prop and fartherer of the greateſt 
«© iniquicy ! Few tells us in Row. 7.11, 
© That fin took occaſion by the Com- 
. & mandment ; that is, there 1s ſuch an 
{© enmity and contratiety in the heart of 
ci man naturally againft God , and the 
nh mninde of God,thart the very command 
Jo holineſs is a ſpur and furtherance 
-F unto wickedneſs ; ſuch 18 the enmity 
oY that is in the heart unro God, Now 
el itis a very great (in, that tne Law thar 
-M 5 intended ro keep from fin, ſhould be 
an occaſion of (in; it 15a great aggrava= 
Eton ; but it is much more a great fin, 
iN when the Mercy and Grace of God 
oF that ſhould be the greateſt hindrance, 
ll and ler > in the way of fin, if thac 
ſhould become an occaſion of fin, and 
8 means to furtherit : The Rule 1s, + 
1 Johz 2.1. My little Children, theſe 
things I write that you fin not. And if 
any man (in» we have an Advocate &c. 
Wm bave a» Advocate; we have a 48 
© ChtiR,” co the end that ic ſhould kee 4 
on ps 1n from fit > and nor thac 1t ſhould _ 
L N 3 _ - 
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be an occafion to fin 3 atid in Royn.6.t, 
fates Paul, What ſhall we ſay then ? ſhall 
we ſin that grace may abound ? God for- 
bid, God torbid rhat the kindneſs of 
| God in the Goſpel ſhould be a means 
co further us in any provdcation, thar 
werea dreadful evil. And yet this is 
the guiſe of ſome poor Creatures ; be- 
ciuſe God hath found out a way for 
Pardon and Reconciliation , thetefore 
ſome poor ſouls venture upon fin the 
more boldly : And what will be the 
iſſue of this ? Oh fuch ſhall ſmarr and 
ſuffer dearly for ir : they ſhall be pu- 
niſhed after the Example of Sodom, 
' In the ſeventh werſe of Judes EN 
pſt le, 

5. Such as negle& and flight the 
Goſpel of Chritt, and rhe Grace 
Chriſt in the Goſpel : They do not 
much minde ir, God he offers us fairly, 
he offers us a great Jeal of kindneſs 
and mercy inthe Goſpel ; bat we dv 
not minde it, and what will the reſult 
of it be? Rom2-435+ Or 4ſpiſef 14.1 
the riches of hs goodneſs ? &c. It hatn - 
been the Lot of che Goſpel ro met 
with very courſe and rough aſage, Mall - 
22+ 425. Atid Again;he ſen! *urth oor. 
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1 ſervants; &c. They lighted the offer 
IF 2s a thing not worth the conſidering, 
- nor worth the giving heed tos let th 
fl preparation and dinner go as Ir will, 
sf they made light of ir: Bur whar will | 
oY che iſſue of this be ? what will this 
3K comerto ? This is nor the way to ſtand 
| before Chriſt 3, look to the Heb.2.3, 
x How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglett ſo great 
Nl ſalvation? 
e 6. Secret Hypocrires and Apoſtates 
<| will never be able ro ſtand inthe day 
dN of Chritt, Secret Hypoctites that 
-& profeſs ro be for Chritt , but are in- 
nl fardly againſt him, their hearts are 
not with him ; Tach ſonls will come off 
with ſhame in the day of Chriſt: 
ef Therefore you finde what is ſaid, Fob 
offl 36-13. The hypocrite in heart heaps up 
tf wrath, &c. and Mat.24-51. intimates 
7, 9 us that the portion of hypocrites 
5. ſhall be of all the moſt ſad and diſmal 
Io omen: And alſo for Apoſtares that 
avebegun in the ſpitir, bur do end in 
the fleſh ; thar have profeſſed a love 
-to Chriſt, but really have their hearts 
at 2 diſtance from Chriſt 3 ſuch as Pau! 
i. wiſhes the Galathians might never 
y prove, Gal.3e 3+ Are ye ſo 
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wing begun in the ſpirit, are ye now made il « 
perfett by the fleſh? Such ſouls as ſhall 
do thus, they will finde their-cale ſad at 
laſt; ſuch as Paul ſpeaks of, 1T:m1.1.19, 
that make Shipwrack of fauh and a good 
conſcience Tar have profeſſed the 

' Faith, and have had ſome lighc and ten» 
derneſs of Conſcience » but have 

_ thrownoff all:how will it be with ſuch? 

Heb. 10. 23. Hold faſt the profeſſion of 

Jour Fauh without wavermg, &c. and 

25.verſ. For ſaks not the aſſembling your 

ſelves togetber, as the manner of ſome us; 
For 1t you fin afrer the receiving the 
knowledge of the Truth, ir will be (ad: 
For, ſales hes it 1s a dreadful thing to 
fall inco the hands of the hving 
God. 

7. Carnal and Formal profeſſors 
that ſer out and keep up in a Profeſſion, 
but are without ſpiric and life, that have 
nothing bur a form and outſide of 
podlineſs, without the power. : Such 
ſouls there are in the world : Bur alzs 
ſuch ſouls will fr down (horr of a com- 
fortable enjoyment of Chrift, Hom, 
many are there in days in which pro» 
feſſion is crowned, that atrenddiligent- 
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that conſidered » in John 1,24. God s 4 
Spirit,and will be worſhipped.in ſpirit and 
is trmth? How many poor creatures 
are there that onely mindea little life- 
leſs » heartleſs worſhpiping of God? 
Though the number of the Children of 
Iſrael be as the ſand of the Sea, a Rems- 
nant ſhall be ſaved, Though Profeſ- 
ſors be. as. the ſand of the Seay a great 


many ; yet bur a remnant ſhall be 


ved : And why but a remnanc? ir 
is becauſe though they wete //rae! , yet 
they were Fur formal, «they are ſpirttu- 
ally Sapleſs profeſiois : And there- 
fore becauſe they are but ſo, bur a rem- 
nant ſhall eſcape. 

8. 1 might alſo add thoſe moral 
men, that carry things righe between 
man and man ; yer that is not enough 
co bear up the ſopl inthe prefence of 
Chriſt, 

9. Faint (ſeekers, thir have ſome 
fainc deſires, and a h:[f-broken kind of 
willingneſs: what will that come to ? 
Lnke 13.24. Strive to enter, &c, He 
Intimates that there ſhould be ſome 
ſhould put forth ſome few cold deſires 


* | ard endeavours, but ſhould nor ſer to 
F fie work in earneſt; they ſhould ſeek 
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coenter, bur.the Iſſue of ſuch a ſeeking 
| ſhould be this ; They ſhould nor be a- 
ble: So, e Mat. 11.12» The King dong 
of Heaven ſuffereth violence, &c. The 
preaching of Jeb» had pur another ſpi- 
ric into the people, that chey were e- 
ven prefling inco the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; The Kingdows of heaven ſaſfereth 
violence : Many were preſling into the 
Kingdom of. God, and the violent 
chey would rake no denial ; they would 
rake the Kingdom of Heaven by force,, 
Theſe hor-metled ſouls , they were hot 
upon the Kingdom of Heaven » and 
m—_ was no arisfying them without 
: but the Faint ſeckers will be de- 
og 
10, It may be they that have ſome 
raiſed confidence » though upon bad 
orounds, and think ro challenge Hea- 
ven with as much boldneſs as anys a- 
mong them there may be ſuch that 
ſhall fall ſhore, Mat. 7. 22323 They 
ſhall come unro him, Tag ſays Lord 
Lord, &c. They hall come: and chal- 
lenge an entrance, With a great deal &f 
boldneſs and confidence , as if they 
doubred not of their reception and en- 
tertainment ; bur yer he ſhall ſay nnto 
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And thus, I ſay, theſe ſeveral. ſorts of 


But then if theſe ſhall not ſtand, who + 
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| ſhall receive the bleſſing from the how 
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them» Verily 1 know you not, Depart 
from me ye workers of imquity, Job $,, 
1 3-14» The hypocrnes hope ſhall periſh x 


perſons are like ro fall ſhort of ſtanding 
before the Son of man with comforts 


are they, and what mult they be, that 
ſhall Rand before kim with joy ? Thar 
is the fourth thing. 

There are ſouls that ſhall ſand. 
Chrilt hath nor dyed 1n vain, he ſhall 
ſ.e of the travel of his ſoul ; there are 
them thar ſhall lifc up their heads when 
the Son of man ſhall appearz and that 
ſhall be the rime of thetr redempriott 
the time of their refreſhing: and who 
are they ? I ſhall give you thisdeſcri-- 
ption of him thar ſhall (tand before che 
Son of man: He is ſich a one, who 
having denied and renounced his own 
tighteoulnels > hath pur on Chrifts 
Righreouſneſs ; 1s renewed in the Inner 
man, and bound in ſpiric for God z de- _— 
firovs to be found in the whole VVill , 
of God,both in doing and in ſuffering : 
Of ſuch an one I: ſhall ſay, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, it the Pſal, 24 5+ "He 
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aud righteonſneſs from the God of bis 
ſalvation, © 1 ſhall rake this deſcription 
in parts , andclear up every part of it, 


and ſhaſl bzg of you to pur the queliion i, 


unto your own hearts , How fat you 
can experience ſuch a VVork of God 
upon your own ſpirits ? 

1. He- that ' ſhall be accounted 
wotthy to tand before the Son of man, 
1s one char FEath denyed and renounced 
his own righteouſneisz he 18 one rthar 
is bropghr to ſee he hath no righreouſ- 
neſs of his own ; and therefore deſires 
co give up all the rhoughs of hanging 
upon atly righreonſneſs of his own 
whatever: He 1s one, I ſay, that ſeerh 
he hath no righceouſneſs of his own ; 
and that, fight ariſetch from the ſight of 
his Original pollution, and of his aQtu- 
al deparcure from the Lord: he ſees 
/ his Octginal pollution, and that makes. 
him c:y our as Job, Job 14.4. Whocay 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? 
wot one : It makes him cry out as Daviaz 
Pſal.y1.5. Behold, I was ſhapen inan- 
qnity, and in ſin did my mother conceive 
me, And the ſoul alſo feerh its own 
aRual departure from the Lord,and that. 
makes ir cry out as they in Yerlg.es 
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ie are all as an unclean things ard alſo 
all onr righteouſneſſes are as filthy ra 
4 This you ſhall finde 1s che (ſpiric Ss 
" the people of God have been found in; 
they have pur off cheir own richreouſ- 
neſs, turned their backs upon ic. Paul 
once chought he had as much as others, 
and as we uſe to ſay, Thought his peny 
was as good (ilver as anothers :/ He - 
thought © he was in as 000d a condition 
as the belt z bur you have him crying 
out in Phil. .7, What things I counted 
24m thoſe 1 count Iſs for Chriſt, Out= 
wa:d priviledges, gifts, dtties, whatz= 
ver he thoughr would tiand him in 
liead in times paſt, he Jaies ir down, 
nd calls ic bur dung and droſs. And 
ſouls, this frame we mult be in, or we 
are not like elſe co ſtand before Chriſt 
with comfort. 1f az man will come af- 
ter mes he muſt deny himſelf : Tear is 
ic that Chriſt calls for that is Chriſts 
Rule, He muſt deny bimſelf, Mar. 16. 
24. If any man will come after Chriſt, 
and end where he did, that, is- in 
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Thefirſt thing is, He muſt deny him- 
uf ; and nothing can be more pr» 


| | perly called our ſelves » then - our 
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own righteouſneſs; and this you muſt | * 
abjure, this you moſt reſolve nor wo iN * 
own : And that Text is commonly , 
quored to this purpoſe, Mat. 25. 
22. &Ce 

Now my Friends , conſider what Þf | 
have been che dealings of God with | 
your ſpirits what have you experi- I , 
enced of ſuch workings upon your 
ſoul 2 Have you been brought to ſee 
your own natural pollution, the defile- I 
ment of your ſouls with guilr and filth 
by nature ? and have youbeen brought 
ro ſee your tuirnings from God 1n your 
whole courſe? and hath 1t wrought 
this upon you, to ſee that you have no- 
thing'of your own to commend you to 
God ? thar all in yous and all withour 
you, is but what may be a provocation 
ro the Divine Majeſty , and thar you 
do renounce 1t all as qdung+ and 
droſs ? 

2. You muſt put on Chritts Righre- 
ouſneſs, for the putting off your own 
will not. do it ; you mutt have a 
righteouſneſs, the putting oft your 
own muſt be followed with the purting 
on of Chriſts ; and with that you may 
| beable toſtand before the Lord inthe 
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oreat day : This = finde is our Duty, 

and that co which we are called, Mar. 

11-28, Come untome'; Coming unto 

Chritt, ic is believing. raking holdof 

his Righteouſneſs : Ir 1s. nor {enough 

that you know there 1s a Righteouſneſs 

held' forth, a Riehteeuſneſs offered ; 
bur ir mult be raken, you muſt pur on 
Chrift,as the phraſe of Scripture 1s: Paul 
you finde did thus, tn that 'Phyl. 3. 7. 
[ count all dung for Chriſt ; and in the 
$. verſe Yea doubtleſs I count all boſs, 
&c. eAll toſs for Chriſt ! and in the 
9. verſe you have the reaſon, that I 
may be found in him, not having 'my own 
righteonſneſs, &c, Mark, he mace it 
his buſineſs not only co put off his ownx 
bur to put on Chriſts Righteouſneſs 3 
that was his care, And this, I ſay, will 
do the work : the ſoul ttanding clad 
with the Robes of Chriſts Righteouſ- 


day of Chriſt, I will recommend ro 
your confideration, that Reve/l,7 9g. you 
 Tead of , A great multitude , which no 
mas could number, that ſtood before the 
Throne » and ftood before the Lamb, 
clohed with white, and palms in their 
bands, And who are they that are 


neſs, will fand with comfort in the. 
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thus before the Throne ? In the 1 3314. 
verſes, he tells you, They were they that 
had waſhed their Robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb ; and in” 
the next verſe he adds, Therefore are 
they before the Throne ; they had waſhed 
their Robes, and made them whnte inthe 
blood of the Lamb : That is, they had 
the Robes of Righteouſnels, that were: 
purchaſed by the Blood of Chrilt;z and 
the Righteouſneſs of Chrilt was found 
upon them, and upon this account they Fr. 
ſtood before the Lamb: and hence in j 
Mat. 22. 11,12. #hen the feaſt was 
made, and the King comes to view his 
gueſts, be ſaith unto one of them, How 
comeſt thow in hither, nat having on a 
Wedading-garment? He wanted the 
Righreouineſs ef Chriſt, that -was the 
Wedding-garment ; that not being 
found upon him, he mult be cat out ro 
be a companion of them that knew not 
God. Now this 1s the queſtion 3 Have 
you put off your own Righteouſneſs, 
and put on Chriſts, without which 
there 1s, no ſtanding, with which -you 
may and will tand before the Son of I 
man? What is the anſwer of your. 
hearcs in thiscaſe > You will ſay, Its ' IF 
a 
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hard matter to determine whether I 
have put on Chriſts Righceouſneſs or 
no. Ianſwer , Whether 1t be hard or 
eaie to derermine whether you have 
done it or no ,; yet this is concluded 
on chat it muſt be done , if we would 
and before Chriſt: bur a lictle ro help 
you before I leave it » confider theſe 
wo things, | | 

1. Conſider that the putting on the 
Righteouſneſs of Chrilt , 1t is bur one 
it, The .ſoul ſeeth a Beauty and 
o—_ in Chriſt , and likes 

m, | 

2+ Itisa conſenting a&t,a Marriage- 
i& : when the ſoul as ir likes Chriſt 
b is willing to receive him according 
the terms of the Goſpel, at that 
ime it doth .put on Caritt , and his 
Righteouſneſs, Now this 1s the 5 x 
tion you are to ask your ſelves ; Have 
jou found ſuch a conſenting unto 
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Chriſt and your ſouls ; ic is well, and 
ic-may aflure you, that you will Rand 
among them that ſhall Rand before 
Chriſt, Wit 

But then thirdly, in the Deſcription 
] rold you the ſoul is renewed: Old 
things mult paſs away, Chriſt mult be 
ſan&ificarion, as well as Righreouineſs, 

John 3.3. Except a man be born again, 
be camot enter into the Kingdom of God, 
There mult be a new Birth, a new 
work of God muſt paſs upon the ſoul; 
that renewing work it 1s 1n all the 
powers and faculries of the ſoul : The 
old Narnre it is in ſome meaſure 
weakened in all the faculties of che 
ſoul, thongh not wholly driven out of 
any of them : There is ſomerhing of 
God ſpread over the whole ſoul ; but 

yer not ſo, but that there is room for 

the ſoul, to complain as Pax! did, Rom. 
7+3« Who ſhall deliver me from this bod) 
of death? The ſoul it '1s brought to 
thoughts of- God that once it had not 
and rhonghrs of fin that once it had 
not; it 18 areal, though but an imper- 
tet work; it is a work really begun 
upon the ſoul, really wrought upon che 
heart, rhough nor preſently perfeRed:N 
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Ic 18 an carnelt and pledge of that that 
ſhall be wroughr out and compleated/ in 
the ſeaſon thereof, Now here is the 
queſtion you are ro put-to your hearts : 
What beginnings of this Work have 
you upon your {ouls? Have you 
thoughts of God you had nor , and 

\ EF choughts of {fin you had nor, and 
\ & choughcs of. holineſs that you were 
, MF once utter rangers unto ? | 

| 4+ This is in the deſcription , che 
» © foul 15 made to be for Chrift, Tis 2, 
13,14. #ho gave himſelf for us, that 
We might purifie to himſelf a peculiar 
e people, &c. Chritt did purchaſe a peo- 
2 ple ro himſelf: Time was thou wert 
f Wallfor fin, and Sathan, bur now thon 
f Ware for Chriſt ; thy Vote is on his fide, 
c though ſomeriumes fin and Sathan may 
t Fcatry ic again thee, | 

5. The bent of the heart is for God 
7 E the Chip char is bound for the Indies (a 
lng voyage ) it meets With many crols 
winds , and is ofcen driven back but 
yet being bound for the ſame place » It 
fill ſers our with the firſt fair wind,and 
makes forward as much as it can : Iris 
1 Ftbus wich the ſoul that ſhall Rand wich 
3:F Chcilt, ic is bound for God, for hea- 
_.. OQ 2 | yell 
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ven 5 it meets with many croſs winds: 
the winds makes the waves of rhe ſez 
boiſterous > and the ſoul 1s brought 
back again roas bad, or 1t may bes toirs 
own apprehenſion , a worſe condirion 
then ar firſt, when 1t ſet our for God, 
yet bound for Goditis , and therefore 
1t improves all 1ts opporrunities for 
God ; char 1sthe bent and frame of 
ſuch a ſoul , 1ſa. 26. 8. The deſires of 
our ſoul are toward theey&c. 


6. Iris defirous to be found in the 
whole will of God; not that it is always" 
found in the will of God,bur yer the de- 
fires are afrer it , that is the inclination 
of the heart;& to be found in the whole 
will of God , in one patt as well a 
another : Caleb was a type of them that Yn 
ſhall ſtand before Chriſt, Nam. 14. 24." 
But my ſervant Caleb, becauſe he had al" 
»other ſpirit, and had followed the Lord" 
fally,&c. He was to go to Canaan, andfil 
he was a type of all that ſhall inhabitY" 
the heavenly Cavaas , that ſhall fit" 
down in the land of reſt ; they are per-ſ C 
ſons of ſuch ſpirirs , that they are wil- # 
ling to follow the Lord fully, ro be © 
found in the whole will of God » inſt 

Cc 
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, ſhip of God with his people in their 
family » Pſal. 4- 3. Therefore calked 
the godly man : They are for the ſe- 
cond Table-duties , ro do the duty of 
their places and relations towards 
God and all men , therefore Tit. 2.11. 
The grace of God teacheth to deny all 
wgodlineſs and worldly luſts, 8c, Now 
ſe;how 18 it with thee ? thou haſt cor- 
ruptions remaining , fin dwelling in 
thee , and thou arr found but little in 
the way and work of God ; bur which 
may 1s the bent of thy heart ? which 
wy do the ſtrongelt defires of thy 
heart run ? 

7. It is willing not onely to do bur 
to ſuffer for God z to be true to his 
name> his honor and glory, whatever 1t 
may colt him; ro ſubmir his life , liber- 
ty, eſtate » honor, or whatever he 
hath, to the will of Chrilt : if the Lord 
wills me to ſuffer, 1 will undergo it, 1f I 
may but any way further and promote 
his glory; that is the requirement of 
r-|| Chriſt in ark, 8. 38. Whoever ſhall 
l-£ * aſhamed of me, &c. he thatwill nor 
own, Chriſt, and his way and work in 
the face of the utmoſt hazard that he 

can run > he ſhall nor be owned of 
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Chrift when he ſhall come : ſo Rev. 2, 
Pear wone of thoſe things, be faithfal t 
death, &c. So conſider and commune 
wich your ſpirirs in this matcer; are youſſ. 
willing ro do his will , and ſuffer his 
will ? isitthe de6gn of your ſpirits, to 
and perfe& in the whole will of God? 
It is g00d if ſo, and ſach as I have here 
deſcribed ſhall be ſure to ſtand before 
Chrift-whoever be rejected 1n that day, 
And this brings me to the fifth thing, 
ro ſhew you what is the belt frame that 
the ſoul ſhould be moſt ambitions of, 
and chat will beſt fir 1t ro ſtand before 
the Son:of man : What 1s the beſt 
frame to tand before Chiilt in the day 
of Chriti ? There are theſe five things 
neceflary , if you would be able ro 
meet Chritt without any conſternation 
of ſpitir, if you would be able to meet 
him with ſerled confidence &holdneſs, 
behides what Thave already laid down, 
Five things are needful, 1, To have 
the love of God in Chriſt witnefled 
and ſealed np co the ſoul : Ir ts a great 
mercy to have an intereſt in Chrilt , co 
have taken hold on his rizghreouſneſs; 
bur ir 18a further and greater mercy, to} 
have the love of God in Chrift wit-Y- 
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nefled , and manifeſted, and ſealed up 
co the ſoul by the Spiricof Chriſt; ſouls, 
this 1s that mercy which the Saints 
have been breathing after, Pſa 4+6, 


Lift upthe light of thy countenance up- 


on -Ks ; this 1s that mercy which. the 
Saints have prized above the deareſt 
and beſt of all the mercies of rhis life, 
Pſal. 163. 3. Becauſe thy loving kind- 
neſs ts better then life, &c. life + al 
then any other thing in this world, buc 
the love of God manifeſted ro the ſoul 
that is better then life; chis is that chat 
the Saints of God have travelled for, 
and for which they are cravelling , for 
which they are waiting upon the Lord 
from time to time, and from duty to 
duty ; this 1s that that their ſouls. are 
ſet upons: Pſal, 77. 4+ One thing bave I 
deſired of the Lord , and that will I feek. 
after,that I may dwell in the hoxſe of the 
Lord to behold his face, &c, Pſal. 63. 1. 
O Ged, thou art my God, early will T ſeek 
thee, &c, This is that the ſoul of the 
Pſalmiſt was ſeeking after 3 this 1s that. 
that carries the ſoul couragiouſly and 
comfortably through -the moſt rugged 
and unpleafing paths and paſlages. it 


meets within this world, Rom. 5.3- #e 
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glory w tribulations ; and what is ir 
that makes the ſoul glory in tribulati- 
on ? ſays he, Becauſe the Love of God 
is ſhed abroad in our hearrs by the Spi- 
ric of God , that 1s the inltrumenc to 
do that work upon the ſoul , chat 1sir 
chat makes the ſoul rejoyce in» and go 
chearfully through , whatever irkſome 
providence it may poſſibly meet with in 
the world: it hath the light of Gods 
countenance » a ſence of his love and 
favour; it hath the good will of God 
ſealed up to it by the Spirit of Chritt, 
and this is that that will give the ſoul 
che greateſt boldneſs in the day of 
Chriſt, 2 Pet. I. 10, 11, Give all di- 
ligence that you may be found of him 
In peace, &c. by this means you ſhall 
be carryed with the greateſt chearful- 
neſs and comfort unto the day and 
coming of our Lord Jeſus. 

2. This isneedful , that the ſoul be 
weaned from this world , and diſ-in- 
gaged to all the intanglements and in- 
cambrances of it 3 that 1t fir looſe 
from the cares and comforts of this 
world ; this1s requiſite to be the frame 
of thoſe that would meet wich Chriſt 
with comfort and boldneſs : You hd 
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find the things of this world are of a 
yery hnrrful cendency to the ſouls of 
the Saints, they doa wonderful deal of 
harmz they are ofcen a means to carry 

off che heart from God , if it be not 
exceedingly careful : therefore Chriſt 
owes this counſel, Mat. 6. 25. There- 
fore I ſay uno your Take no thought for 
your life,&c.he not much taken up with 
the things and concernments. of this 
life « Why woat 1s the hazard ? why, 
ſates hey in verſ, 4. No mas can ſerve 
two maſters, &c. Let not the heart run 
out coo much afcer the world , for fear 
the world take the heart away from 
God.; a man cannot have his hearr roo 
much ler out to this world , bur ir will 
draw the foul too much from Chrilt, 
2 Tim. 2. 234. Thon therefore indure 
hardneſs : No man that warreth entang- 
leth himſelf with the affairs of this life : 
If you are for Chriſt, and ever mean 
to do Chritt any ſervice > make this 
your care, that the heart be nor taken 
up With che concerns of this life : if 
you let it out to things below, Chritt 
will have lictle of your love, and lirtle 
of your ſervice by this means; ſo that 


1Ifay is an excellent frame in order jo wm 
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the meeting wich Chriſt with the gres 
reſt comfort and boldneſs, Lk, 21.34, 
Take heed to your ſelves, leſt at an 
timez8c. take heed your hearts are not 
ſwallowed up with chings below, and 
ſothat day come upon ;you unawares: 
whoſoever hath his heart roo much in- 
gaged in the things of this life , the 
day of Chriſt will cake him at a diſad- 
vantage , he will not be able co meet 
Chriſt with ſo much boldneſs as other- 
wiſe he might : Chriſt in Lsk.1 2. gives 
his diſciples ch1s counſel, ver/. 35. Let 
your loyns be girded about, &c. What 
muſt we be it we would be found in 
the greate(t poſture of firneſs for rhe 
Lord? Why, /et your lojns be girded 
about + The loyns heres is that that 
is called elſewhere the loyns <& 
the mind, 1 Pet. 1.13. Now theſe are 
the affections and workings of the 
heart, which muſt be gircup, and not 
ſuffered to hang louſe to the things 
of chis worid , not ſuffered tro wan- 
der after the concernments of this 
world: that will not do well ; but you 
mu't have them ſerled upon and kept 
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aions ſer on things above, 1s aſpi- 
rit fit co mee: with Chritt in, 

7. This 15 needful, that grace bein, 
Itsa& and exerciſe. I tell you the ſoul 
may nave grace in the heart, bur yer if 
you would meet with Chritt with that 
boldneſs and comfort that it is fit we 
ſhould aim 2t > 1t 15 neceflary more- 
over that the habit be drawn forth into- 
exerciſe, Grace 1n the heart of a Sainr, 
It is not there to be uſeleſs, bur ir is 
there ſeated, that ir may from thence 
ſhine forth, Mar. 5.16. Let your light 
fo ſhine before men, &c, The exerciſe of 
Grace is a very grateful and pleafing 
thing to our Lord Jeſus: he takes very 
much delight in it> Cant. 2.14. Comes 
ſates he, let meſee thy conntenance, &c. 
The exerciſe of Grace) in a Saint, 1s 
pleafing and delightful ro our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; and rhen 1s it that Grace 1s 
in its excellency, then the ſweetneſs cf 
Ir 1s manifeſted, when it is exetciied, 
Cant.1,12. ſaies the Spouſe, When the 
King fits at his table, my ſpicknara ſends 
forth the (mell thereof ; That Spicknard 
and other precious Oynements, repre= 
fent the Graces of rhe Spirit of Gad 
in the heart of a Saint: and _— 
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did attend upon God in ways of Duty, 
ſaies ſhe, dy Grace 7s at work,, and 
then it ſends forth its (mells, The (weet- 
neſs of Grace 1s nor found bur in its 
exerciſe; andir 1s then when Grace is 
in exerciſe, that a ſoul 1s fit to meet 
Chriſt, Ir was not the commendati- 
on, nor the mercy of the wiſe Virgins, 
thar They lymbred and ſlept, Mat 25.5. 
And they knew it was not: therefore 
it is ſaid, they aroſe, and trimmed their 
Lamps , they rouzed up themlelves , 
and ſtirred up the Grace of God that 
was in them: This is char thae Chriſt 
calls for, Luke 12,35. Let your loins be 
gurt about, and your Lamps burning : 
The burning of che Lamps, 15 the ex- 
erciſe of Grace: 1t may be thou haſt 
thy Lamp ; bur Oh ! labour char 1t 
may be a burning 2nd ſhining Lamp, 
ro have thy Grace a&ing and ciſplay- 
ing it ſelf, th:r 1s your Duty, and you 
will meer with Chriit wich much the 
more comforr. It GoJ ſhould come, 
how little of this would he finde 1n us ! 
our pride is working, our covetouſneſs, 
our enmity ind animotity , and ſuch 
like ? Bur who of us can ſay that Grace 
is in exerciſe? Well, that is the third 
thing 


in Dying Times, 
thing requiſite in order to the meet= 
ing "Chrit with comfort and. bold- 
neſs. 

, Communion with God, and a 
holy, converſation maintained and kepr 
up» is very neceflary » if we would 
meer with Chritt wich comfort and 


boldneſs, Communion with God,which 


are thoſe ({weet interchanges of love be» 
tween God and the ſoul;the preſerving 
and maintaining as well as getting 
whereof, is much the Cuty, and much 
the excellency and glory of a Chriſtian, 
to catryl1r ſo, that you may not give 
Chrilt occafon to ltand as a aranger 
unto the ſoul; to preſerve the Unity 
and Amuty berween Chriſt and the 
ſoul, 1s much the Duty of a poor Crea- 
ture: 1t was the miſery and unhappt- 
neſs of the Spouſe, coat ſhe was want= 
Ing in that work, Cart. 5.2. When 
Chrilt invites her unto opportunities 
of Communion with himſelf, ſhe fates, 
I have put off my coat, &c. She trifles 
away that opportunity» and out of a 


{lochful ſpirit negleQs it ; and this oc- | 


cafioned a ſtrangeneſs between him and 
her for ſome time after : The avoiding 
of this 1s much our wildoms and will 
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much advantage in the day of Chriſt ; 
the preſerving alſo a very holy conver= 
lation, Phy. 3. 20. ſaies the Apoſtle, 
Onur conver ſation 1 im heaven, fram 
whence we look for a Saviour : And if 
thou art looking for a Saviour 1n ear- 
nelt, keep thy converſation 1n heaven : 
| Now our converſations being in hea- 
veny it implies both che maintaining 
communion, and friendſhip,\ and con=- 
cord between God and us ; and alſo a 
holy and upright converſation : He 
that lives in heaven, keeps his peace 


with God ; and he that livesin heaven, 


Walks cloſely with God : ſuch a frame 
as that, becomes one that looks for 
Chriſt, and waits for his appearance, 
that is moſt certain, Tir 2+ 1.4. The 
Apottle there 1s telling what 1s the Ex- 
peRation of the Saints, 13. verſe 
Looking for, ſaies he, that bleſſed hope, 
&c. How did they carry it in this 
time of their hope and expeRation ? 
Why? they were taught to Deny #n- 
goalineſs. and worldly Infts; and in 
luch a poſture they did Look for that 


bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God, 1 Pet. 13. 14. Gird 


up the loyns of your mindes, be ſober and 


hope _ 
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hope unto the end, &c, He wiſhes them 
to look for the appearance and-coming 
of -Chrift ; bur what poſture muſt chey 
be in while they are thus looking ? 
Why> as obecient Children, &c. 

5. And longing of ſoul for his ap- 
pearance and coming, is alſo neceflary; 
chat 1s 1t that 1s 1h Scripture called, A 
waiting for ; it is a Waiting with des» 
fire and longing : laſt of Canticles and 
the laſt verſ. Make haſt, my Beloved, 
and be as a Roe or a yourg Hart upon 
the e Mountains of Spices, The ſoul 
thinks the coming of Chriſt long,Reve!. 
22+2I. Hethat ſaith theſe things teſtifi- 
eth,Behold,1 come quickly : even ſo,come 
Lora Jeſus. Thar is the frame the ſoul 
ſhould be in, to be Kill crying, (ome 
Lord Jeſus. 

And thus I have given you what I 
intended in anſwer to the fifth thing: 
What is the beſt frame the ſoul can be 
in, in order to 1ts meeting with Chriſt, 
with the greateſt comfort and bold- 
neſs ? 

As firſt, ro have the love of Chriſt 
witneſſed and ſealed up unto the ſon], 
by the Spirit of God. _ 

2. To be dilingaved ftom' this _— 
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and all the intanglements and incum- 
brances thereof. 

2. To have Grace in 1ts exer« 
Clle. 

4. Communion with God, and a 
holy converſation maintained and kept 
up. 

Raiſed defires, and longing of 
ſoul tor his appearance. 

The Application of the Point onely 
remains: And 1 ſhall be brief in what 
I add more. 

1. If it be a truth as I have indea- 
voured to make it good , that (tanding 
before Chriſt is ſoſerious and weighty 
a thing : The Uſe of 'the Point will be 
in three or four things, ſome of which 
will concern us all, 

The firſt Uſe would be, toput us a 
little upon inquiry; Where are you ? 
what poſture are you in? what prepa- 
ration have we made for that ſolemn 
day ? what have we done chat may fir 
us to ſtand before the Son of man ? Tt 
will be a day of great ſolemn'ty ; grear 
will be the Majelty of that Day; and | 
how fares it wich us ? Canwe ſay thar 
Chriſt 1s become our Friend , that we 
have made peace with God through 

him, | 
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him » chat all concroverfies between 
God and our ſouls are taken up and 
compounded ? The counſel that 1s gt- 
rent» Mat.2 5.25. eAgree with thy aa- 
verſary quickly, while hes in the way 
mth him 1s very good, There is enm1- 
ty berween God and man by nature : 
the counſel given, is to compound and 
nake up the breach ; and thar is to be 
cone while we are in the way with him: 
If we let ir alone until che coming of 
Chritt, we ſhall be delivered unto the 
Ofticer,and by him be hurried co priſon, 
fom whence we ſhall not be delivered 
pr ever ; And therefore it 18 a very ſe- 
ious queſtion which-you had all need 
o pur to your ſouls, whether you have 
ceived Chriſt and made ſure of him » 
at ſo all differences between God 
nd you be compounded and made ups 
nat you may be able ro hold up your 
jeads in the great and notable day of 
te Lord ; for ſach ir will be , and fo 
is called inthe Word of Truth, 

| tave already ſhewed youwhar kind 
perſons they muſt be that ſhall ſtand 
fore Chriſt, char it muſt be one that 
th renounced his own righteouſneſs» 
P and 
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and put on Chriſts Righteouſneſs , an 
is renewed in the inner man,and bound 
in ſpirit for God , deſirous to be found 
in his Will both by doing and ſuffering: 
' you may refle& upon what hath been 
ſaid, and conſult your ſpirits thereby 
Bur here you will ſay ,' Wherher hay 
I received Chriſt or no, that 1s that 
char ſticks with me, and I cannot an” 
ſwer that ro my own fatisfactionJ®*<- 
Why ? conſider, Oh ſoul, rhon maylif 
know it, by the precious thoughts, and®* 
high eſteem thou haſt of Chritt! 1 P 
2.7. To you therefore which believe be 
z5 preciom ; and you may turn it thus: 
Youto whom Chrilt 1s precious, youlf 
believe in him ; You ſay, He is pred 
ous and worth a world, but wherher he's + 
be yours, that 1s the queſtion, Whyf* 
ſouls, I rell youz if your hearts bein 
love with him, it 18 becauſe he fitl 
loved you ; and thou canſt not have 
true love unto Chriſt withont the we 
of his Spirit, 

2+ You may know it by thoſe holſ® ** 
breathings you have after more ofÞ'<t. 
likeneſs and conformiry ro him z th 
1s certain » the ſoul of this Sainc is noſſÞ*% 

; wn 
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what it ſhould be, bur is longing ro be 
what 1T 15 not ; preſfling 5iter more of 
Chrilt, and the Image of God, There 
was a time when Paxl thought that he 
had enough, and was 11 an excellent 
000d condition, bur God taught him to 
be it was no .uch matters Rom7. 9. 1 
yas ((3ies Par!) ime once without the 
law, but when the commandment came, 
&. Who the Law came 1a 115 under- 
ſanding, and in its Apphic?t1on ; when 
be was able ro undertand rhe Law in 

$ extent and ſpirituality , and apply 
rto himſelf; chen ue found he had a 
reat deal of fin, and little of God in 
Im : then he comes to ſee his wretch- 
dneſs,to groan under his hurthen : and 
his cannot be but whe-e the ſonl hath 
eceived life from Chriſt, How 1s 1c 
fith thee 2 doſt thou ſee thy filchinels, 4 
nd groan under thy burthen ? It is « ig 
reat ſign, if ſo, anda roken for good, 
bar there 1s 2 principle of new Life, of 
ew and ſpiritual Iife communicated 
b thee, and thar thou haſt received 
e from Chriſt, who is the Fountain of 
ife , and of ir thou raayſt aſſure thy 
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3. From that holy awe and dread t 
is upon thy heart, leſt chou ſhouldetif** 
left ro fin againſt and diſhonour Gog®" 
Where there is a cloſing with Chriftif®” 
earneſ}, there is an awe of God ariſinf® 
from a ſenſe ofduty,and from a ſence F'** 
ooodneſs, Hoſea 3.5. where 1t 1s ſpc ne 
ken concerning the Jewiſh people, F*© 
the time of their Convechon , th h 
' they Shall fear the Lord and his gov he 
neſs in the latter day, VVhen thq"* 
ſhall in the larter days be brought nef®? 
unto God , there ſhall be a holy ay"! 
of God upon their hearts, that ſhÞ" 
keep them and preſerve them, and I 
a re({traint upon them , that they (h(* 
not be lefc :0 do the things char af? 
grievous in is fight, Now It 1s 9 le 
co inquire Whecher you finde ſuch * 
awe upon ycur fouls > that you Ff*** 
look upon what he hath done » af*® 
thereby find a kind of reftrai-it ja1d we” 
on yous to keep cloſe to him. to arte) 
his work, and Mine the things « ll 
are pleaſing in his h2''t, A 

A ſecond 1!is is this : Is RardifſO* 
before Chriſt mcha ſerioas thing 2Þ**! 


may help a littls for the ſupport © 
chJ 
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p$þem that tremble ar che thoughts of 
Janding before him. There are ſome 
; Jouls that do conclude, or at leaſt are 
cry apt to conclude , they ſhall never 
\ Rand before Chriſt with comfort, that 
| Fhey ſhall never be able to bear his 
"$c<ſence ; that that day will be a day 
»Þf ſuch dread and terrour to them, that 
,pey ſhall fall before his great and glo- 
;$10us Majeſty, I would fay, Is there 
ny that have ſuch workings of heart ? 

ſhy, What is the ground of it ? what 

Þ it that fills you with this fear ? Why) 
;$aes che ſonl, I am full of fear, that 
ls appearance and coming will have ſo 
much dread in it, chat I ſhall not be a- 
\ÞÞle to bear ir. Unto ſuch I would ſzy, 
Pris crue, the appearance of Chriſt will 
x dreadful ; bur unto whom ? 2 Theſ. 
102.8. 1t is the wicked that the Lord will 
Seonſume with the brightneſs of his com- 
$5. The dread of the day will not 
Alisht upon his people, but his enemies; 
It will be upon chem thar know nor 
4God: And therefore foul,rhou needeſt 
zJnor tremble z though ic will be dreaq- 
ful unto them thar are his enemies, 
hou mayſt notwichſkanding hold up 
-: P 3 * thy 
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thy head. 1 but, ſaies the ſoul, this is 
my caſe, I have a rebellious heart » af 
hard hearc, har will not ſtoop and ſub« 
x& i ielfto Chriſt ; and therefore his 
coring will bs re:zibis unto me. Te 
that 1 aniwer, Paz! ajter he was con 
veiteo had tebeilion in bis heart, lults 
12 his he:'t, riſing up againit Gods as 
well as thou fait, Row.7,ig. / findes 
law in my members warring againſt th 
law of my mind. Chrifts coming into the 
ſoul, doth not diſpoſleſs fin all at once 
it doth begin the work, but it doth 
not turn fin wholly our of doors, no 
char ic doth not ; bur ir doth give an 
earnelt of what ſhall be done, rhat he 
will at length ſubdue thy corruprions 
thropghly : Bur conlider this, though 
thou halt a rebeliious hearr, 1s it nc 
that that thou mourneit over? 1s 1t 
not that thar is thy burthen, that that 1s 
grievous unto thy toul ? if it be, feat 
not, Chriſt will come and refine thee 
not deltroy thee; he will take away 
thy droſs, he will deliroy thy corruptt 
on, but not thee, Malach. 3. 23 3. But 
who may abide the day of his coming | 
He will fit as a Refiner of (ilver, &C, 
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: ie) 1 may ſay unto ſuch a ſoul as I am 
now ſpeaking to ; he will fitas a refi- 
hers fire , he will purifie, but he will 
nor deſiroy z he will rake away thy 
Tof droſs , he will conquer thy corruption, 
in. bur chee he will ſave. I but, ſaies the 
itz} ſoul, 1 dread che thoughts of his com- 
250 Ing; and therefore ſure ic. will. not be 
e af £© be born by me. . To that Ianſwer, 
;hel Thy preſent apprehenſion 1s no ground 
he from whence thou maytt make a cer- 
e | tain concluſion ; for wicked men (ob- 
| ſerve it) they do nor dread the coming 
of Chritt, they make a light matter of 
It» and yet it ſhall be dreadful unto 
4 them : So thou doſt dread his coming) 
4 and the thoughts of it are 1rkſome to 
thee, but it may be, ir may not bz 
dreadful when it doth come : we have 
other thoughts of God then we ſhould 
is have, many times ; and therefore the 
a} Prophet in Jer.17.17. he prayes, Be 
ef not thou &@ terrour unto me + H2 did 
miſtake God ; God he intended to de- 
liver him, and not to be a terrour to 
him : and ſo we are apt to think that 
Chriſt will be a terrour unto us,when It 
1s no ſuch matter, when he comes only 
P 4 9 


2 4 
ibs 
his 


216 Living Truths 
to take us unto himſelf, to ſer ns with 
himſelf in glory. And that is the ſecond, 

3. Will che day of Chritts appearing 
be ſo dreadful ? How ſhould ir quicken 
and ſtir up our hearts then, to ger in» 
to ſome readineſs for that day 2 Mo- 
tives I might give you many ; burlet 
this ſuffice , the coming of. the Lord 
draweth nigh; nor according ro that 
exprefſion , A thouſand years 1s as on 
day, and ſo God may ſay it 13 nigh ; 
bur really, and in truth, the Judge 
Rands at the door ; and ſurely rhere 1s 
but a lictle time berween vs, and that 
notable day of the Lord. Oh the 
ſigns that we have of the Son of man ! 
Immediately before the tribulation of 
rhat day, The Sun ſhall be darkned, and 
the Moon ſhall not groe her light, &c, 
Loke 21.25. Truely » this hath been 
abundantly of late, in a more then or- 
dinary manner. 

2. Diſtreſs of Nations, which is 
added : God ſeems to ſound an Ala- 
rum to the world , by that diſtreſs that 
he brings upon Nations: And (if the 
report ar leaſt be true) a ſpiric ſtirring 
among the Ancient Jewiſh people, is 
| as 
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aseminent a (ign of Chriſts coming, as 
any that we - have met with before, 
This 1 am fatished abour, that clings 
do look as if the day of the Son of man 


did haſten greacly, as ifir were even at 


the door; and I am ſure it dorh call 
loudly unco us to packup for Eretnitys 
and make ready for that ſolemn day : 
There are preparations in heaven to=- 
wards it; all things are ſetting in or= 
der again(t chat great Aflize , and ler 
not us be behind-fttand. Oh, ſaies the 
ſoul, what ſhall I do ! I a rebel againſt 
Chriſt, 1s there any hope for me, that I 
may yet make peace ? my heart 1s full 
of fear, what I ſhall do when Chriſt 
ſhall fit upon the Throne, 1 wall 
orve.thee anſwer, ſoul, in alluſion to 
that caſe berween Adonmjab and Solo- 
men: Adonijah riſes up in rebellion, 
ſcrafmbles for the Crown, bur Solomon 
was crown'd before him, and in the 
1 King.1-51,52. 1t was told Solomon, 
ſaying, Adonijah ſauh, Let King Solo- 
mon ſwear [ ſhall not dye, &c. TIallude 
ro it, and I think ic doth point to what 
I am ſpeaking of. Thou haſt been a 
' rebel again{t Chriſt ; thou heareſt the 

| Father 
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Father will ſer the Crown upon his 
head, that he ſhall be inchroned: And 
now thy heart trembles, and thou cry= 
eſt, Oh chat K:ng Solomon would ſwear 
unto me, that I ſhall not oye - Oh thar 
Chriſt wonld aflure me chat I ſhould 
finde Grace and Favour with him. Ir 
may be, that is thy langn2ge : take the 
anſwer of Chritt che true Solomon, If 
thou ſhew thy ſelf a worthy man, there 
ſhall not a hair of thine head fall to the 
earth ; that 1s, if” thoa wilt lay down 
thy arms, and come and ſnbmic unto 
Chriſt hearnly, and fncerely z if thou 
wilt come and bow before him, and ac- 
knowledge him for thins Head, Lord 
and Law-giver , the Lord Jeſus gives 
his royal Word, Not 4 hair of thy 
head ſhall fall to the ground : Bur if thou 
wilc continue in thy rebellion, and ini- 
quity be found in you, you ſhall dye. 
Now ſoul, what 1s the anſwer of thy 
heart? art thou purpoſed in the 
ſtrength of the Lord, to come and ſub- 
mir ro Jeſus ? If ſo, thou ſheweſt thy 
ſelf a worthy man, and things ſhall 


then 2owell with thee, and thou mayſt 
meet 
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' meet him with comfort, and ſtand be- 
fore im with joy, 

Andone Ute more : If ſanding be- 
fore Chulſt will be fo ſerious a works 
then to you that are able to ſay, 
Through Grace, things are at that paſs, 
that you have oround' tO think you can 
and (iall ſtand before him with com- 
fort ; Veat thankfulneſs doch this 
call you Up unto? Whar a day will 
that be to you ? a wghderful day, a day 
filled with Wonder; a day rich and 
olorious ih a way of mercyto you; the 
wonders of that day unto you will be 
many: Theſe two or three among 0» 
thers, 

1, A wonderful freedom from all 
your - burthens, both of fin and ſuf- 
fering. 

2. Wonderful meeting with all 
your friends; the Saints of all ages 
{hall be gathered together before the 
throne : If the fight of one friend be 
ſo refreſhing, what will ic be when all 
the Saints of all ages ſhall meer roge« 
_ ther? 

3- A wonderful injoyment of Go 
an 
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and God, and this co all eternity : 
never more complaining of Hence 
_ diſtance, of hioiny and Wit hdraw- 
ng; but you ſhall be caughe up to the 
Lo3, co be for ever with GUM ; theres 
fore do as is the exhortation of the 
Apoſltle, I Theſſ. 4.18. Comfort one 
another with theſe words : you may 
have your burthens of fin and outward 
trouble for a while , there may be 
breakings and ſcatrerings of Salwes 
from one another for a time, and ſome 
hidings of Gods face; butin rhe end 
theſe "things will end » and God and 
you, and the Saints and you » ſhall fit 
down together to. rejoyce in one ano- 
ther ro all eternity. 


Sol: Deo gloria. 


